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Rovi Corp. president and CEO Thomas Carson told investors Thursday during the 
company's fourth-quarter earnings call that it is in the process of expanding its 
relationship with several mid-tier cable operators.  A pending announcement with 
Mediacom will include Rovi's integrated search, xD applications for iOS and Android 
devices, DTA guides and analytics products.  "This product agreement is a great 
example of how Rovi services, from IP to products, work together to improve a service 
provider's operation and improve the subscriber experience," Carson told investors, 
according to a transcript published by Seeking Alpha.  "We also recently expanded our 
relationship with Suddenlink, the nation's seventh largest cable television provider, to 
deploy high-definition DTA guides," Carson added.  
 

For the quarter, Rovi posed a Q4 loss of $5.9 million, with revenue declining by 12 
percent to $134.2 million. The company attributed the latter decline to an unfavorable 
comparison to a 2013 Q4 that saw Rovi recoup a variety of deal payments.  The 
company also said it has completed integration of Fan TV, which it acquired late last 
year for $12 million.  Fan TV makes an IP-based set-top and a buttonless remote that is 
sold through Time Warner Cable.  "The Fan TV system has garnered significant 
customer interest and the team is focused on acquiring additional TV accounts including 
select international opportunities," Carson said. – Fierce Cable  (Rovi will showcase Fan 
TV and explain its expansion with smaller operators at BCAP Cable Academy, April 15-16).  

________________________________________________________ 
 

Charlie Ergen, the brash entrepreneurial founder of Dish Network, will take over as CEO 
of the satcaster following the retirement of president and CEO Joe Clayton in 
March.Dish announced Monday that Clayton, who has been its chief exec since June 
2011, will retire from his position effective March 31, 2015, and will also depart Dish’s 
board.  “Over the last four years, Joe’s leadership has been instrumental to Dish as we 
have worked to engineer a fundamental transformation of our business,” Ergen said in a 
statement. “He has set the stage for what will become a new company, and with that he 
has prepared a new class of management to address the adventures coming our way.”  
 

Also Monday, Dish announced financial results for the fourth quarter of 2014. For the 
full-year 2014, the satcaster reported total revenue of $14.6 billion, up 5.3% from the 
year earlier, while net income rose 17% to $945 million. 
In Q4 2014, Dish lost a 63,000 net video subscribers to end the year with 13.978 million 
U.S. TV subs. Its total subscriber base dropped by 79,000 for the full year. In the fourth 
quarter, Dish’s contract fight with Turner Broadcasting resulted in subs losing CNN and 
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seven other networks for about a month.  Following Clayton’s departure, Ergen’s direct 
reports will include: executive VP and COO Bernie Han; EVP and general counsel 
Stanton Dodge; EVP and chief HR office Mike McClaskey; EVP/head of corporate 
development Tom Cullen; and Roger Lynch, CEO of Dish’s recently formed Sling TV 
over-the-top division. -- Variety 

________________________________________________________ 
 

The NAB criticized the FCC's plan for the reverse auction it plans to use to buy TV 
spectrum from broadcasters early next year, saying that it adds "layers of complexity 
and uncertainty to an already inherently complicated auction." 
Rather than relying on academics and attempting to address every ancillary issue, the 
trade group said Friday in formal FCC comments on the incentive auction planning, that 
the agency should follow the road map it used in the just-completed AWS-3 auction that 
yielded $40 billion.  That road map calls for "keeping the incentive auction rules simple, 
reducing the amount of government tinkering in the market-based process Congress 
envisioned and striving for a framework that embraces the auction’s enormous potential 
rather than being driven by an irrational fear of failure."  
 

In particular, the NAB made three recommendations: 
 

The FCC should drop its proposed use of dynamic reserve pricing. – “Rather, the FCC 
should assure broadcasters that it will not interfere with market results by artificially 
depressing payouts to participating broadcasters. Broadcasters interested in 
participating in the auction are interested precisely because they see a great opportunity 
in the thriving spectrum market. Interfering with that market through government price-
fixing mechanisms will surely undermine broadcaster interest, a cornerstone of the 
auction." 
 

The FCC should abandon its proposal to allow 20% variability in its band plan. – “The 
FCC’s ... approach does not merely account for a rogue market along the border unable 
to meet the spectrum recovery figures of all other markets, but rather builds in a different 
series of band plans for some of the most significant markets in the country .... [N]ot only 
will this approach lead to countless disputes for many years following the auction — all 
to the detriment of consumers — but also it will reduce the amount of money available to 
pay broadcasters in the reverse auction." 
 

The FCC should offer wireless carriers as much nationwide, paired, unencumbered 
spectrum as possible – Relocating television stations in the wireless portion of the 600 
MHz band is not only bad for broadcasters and their millions of viewers, but also has a 
dramatic impact on the amount of spectrum available for auction, particularly in areas 
where the demand for additional spectrum is high. 
 

The NAB's comments were among others filed by small groups of broadcasters and 
individual station groups, including Sinclair and Media General. – TV NewsCheck  
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