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Ars Technica 
ISPs sue Maine, 
claim Web-privacy 

Dish Network Corp. lost nearly 200,000 television customers in the 
fourth quarter as the satellite company laid plans to invest in a still-
unfinished wireless phone network. The Englewood, Colo., company 
shed 100,000 satellite-TV customers during the last three months of 
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2019 and dropped another 94,000 subscribers at Sling, its low-cost 
bundle of channels streamed over the internet. 
 
U.S. customers continued to abandon pay-TV services last year as 
many viewers switched to on-demand services from Netflix Inc. and 
new entrants from Apple Inc. and Walt Disney Co. Those services still 
lack live sports and news but offer viewers more flexible entertainment 
at lower prices. Dish lost 336,000 accounts in 2019 to end the year 
with just under 12 million subscribers. AT&T Inc., which owns Dish rival 
DirecTV, lost more than 4 million U.S. pay-TV accounts and ended the 
year with 20.4 million subscribers.  
 
Overall, Dish reported a fourth-quarter net income of $389 million, 
compared with $337 million in the same quarter a year earlier. 
Revenue for the quarter slipped about 2% to $3.24 billion. A federal 
judge last week approved T-Mobile US Inc.’s takeover of Sprint Corp., 
offering Dish a way to enter the cellular market under a deal arranged 
by the U.S. Department of Justice. U.S. District Judge Victor Marrero 
said the deal would benefit consumers by setting up Dish as a new 
phone service provider.  
 
Dish Chairman Charlie Ergen testified in the December trial over the 
merger, saying his company was more motivated than Sprint to be in 
the wireless sector. He also highlighted the company’s history of 
competitive prices, which yielded a rare TV customer gain during the 
third quarter. Dish said in a securities filing Wednesday it expects to 
spend between $250 million and $500 million this year on wireless 
projects. The company has said it expects its overall 5G, or fifth 
generation, wireless network to cost about $10 billion. – Wall Street 

Journal  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Pennsylvania doesn’t appear to have a backup plan if a federal lawsuit 
succeeds in getting at least one voting system banned before the 
presidential election. 
 
U.S. District Judge Paul Diamond pressed Secretary of State Kathy 
Boockvar Tuesday on what might happen if he orders her to decertify 
the ExpressVote XL – the machine used by nearly 2 million voters in 
Philadelphia, Northampton and Cumberland counties – and if he 
applies his order to other devices. “I can’t overstate how much chaos 
would ensue, frankly,” Boockvar said.   
 
County election directors already are dealing with the state’s first major 
election law changes in decades amid the higher turnout that comes 
during a presidential election, she said. And when Diamond asked 
Boockvar how counties would proceed if he barred them from using 
the ExpressVote XL, she didn’t have an answer. “I don’t know how that 
would work,” she said. “But there would have to be some ability for 
voters to vote.”  
 
Boockvar’s testimony kicked off arguments in the latest litigation tied to 
the 2016 recount attempt by former Green Party presidential candidate 
Jill Stein. The outcome hinges on two main issues: One is whether the 
paper produced by the XL qualifies as a ballot. Another is whether 
votes can be verified before they’re cast on the touchscreen 
device. Both conditions are listed as requirements for voting machines 
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approved in Pennsylvania, according to the terms of a 2018 settlement 

agreement reached between Stein and the state.   
 
Stein’s team went back to court in 2019 to petition Diamond to enforce 
the settlement’s terms by ordering Boockvar to decertify the XL, made 
by voting industry giant Election Systems & Software (ES&S). They 
allege the XL doesn’t meet the state’s requirements, in part, because 
voters can’t look at a barcode and confirm it reflects their choices. All 
systems approved in Pa. present a similar issue, Boockvar said 
Tuesday. 
 
They rely on scanners that read code of some kind – not text – to 
tabulate votes on election night. Those results stand as official — and 
ballot text isn’t used for the final tally — unless post-election audits 
prompt a manual recount, she said. The Stein team also claims the 
paper produced by the XL doesn’t qualify as a ballot under 
Pennsylvania’s election code and federal Election Assistance 
Commission standards because it only shows a voter’s selections, 
versus showing a voter’s picks and all possible selections. 
 
In her testimony, Boockvar said officials have used a litany of terms — 
e.g., ballot, vote summary record, vote summary card — 
interchangeably to describe paper produced by voting machines over 
the past couple years. In settlement negotiations, no one ever made it 
a point to nail down which phrase or definition to use to refer to the 
paper that voting machines should produce, DoS attorney Timothy 
Gates testified Tuesday. Proceedings will resume Wednesday. 
 
Deputy Secretary of State Jonathan Marks and election security expert 
Alex Halderman are on the list of witnesses remaining to testify. If 
Diamond ultimately orders decertification, Boockvar testified, counties 
likely would be best to determine how to handle that. She also said she 
doubts voting machine vendors would be able to produce enough 
machines for the three XL counties in time for the general election – let 
alone the April 28 primary (though plaintiffs now say they aren’t 
demanding an immediate ban, but do want one effective for the 
general election). No matter what happens with the machines, voters 
can always use mail-in ballots or fill them out in person at their local 
election office, Boockvar said. – PA Post  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Democratic outside groups are ramping up negative advertising 
against President Donald Trump in Pennsylvania, in an effort to 
weaken him in a key battleground state he won by the slightest of 
margins in 2016 as their own presidential primary drags on.  
 
On Tuesday, the liberal super PAC American Bridge 21st Century said 
it had launched a $10 million advertising campaign in Pennsylvania, 
Wisconsin, and Michigan targeted at working-class voters in rural 
areas, who were key to Trump’s victory. And starting next week, 
another Democratic super PAC, Priorities USA Action, will begin airing 
anti-Trump commercials on TV in the Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, Altoona-
Johnstown, and Scranton-Wilkes-Barre media markets. The group has 
reserved about $5.9 million worth of airtime through early July, 
according to the ad-tracking firm Advertising Analytics. 
 
The activity on the airwaves comes as the Democratic presidential 
primary shows signs it may be prolonged. Priorities USA — which 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EEmmr-9pMdtgHRgvR4knCzGvO0-2DvI2lXXd16GB2ZjMCLMCryCk2XRYD6wzu7GwUjiFMA7ygjMnV-3g_llAHy5AgXb_EOBScHW8Mxj0zI9b-hgBUCGXjaV6NJzwI1NXngR9xae_S1ki8W-EqSG_PQ52TJ3xf6AxaoG2GgoiMdU-OwfH7MqD9xCYb-wVaBVNfT_dBcICB0OGr5N_9Y4FVCPYxyxnA2FcoK4xsmzWJPGprdOHULSOtpEuaC0W-hrGG-GXZVGeOtmZWHFrqK8KH0G7p0HR6Y8snOJ8zRMFzj_jQLLa6a1PzMF9jH5jAm6qDlsa0nj5zIXKinsexrW5ZA==&c=iw7Feq4kXA7iybWQaU-pwN3l7-1J7GDYGqhcR_WCbPFeVZZFOwgOeQ==&ch=uMGjMwOs-VtAqQ-lCwtsQRtnhz2DT6KUnA6sP6xt8fmukE0UioouCw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EEmmr-9pMdtgHRgvR4knCzGvO0-2DvI2lXXd16GB2ZjMCLMCryCk2XRYD6wzu7GwUjiFMA7ygjMnV-3g_llAHy5AgXb_EOBScHW8Mxj0zI9b-hgBUCGXjaV6NJzwI1NXngR9xae_S1ki8W-EqSG_PQ52TJ3xf6AxaoG2GgoiMdU-OwfH7MqD9xCYb-wVaBVNfT_dBcICB0OGr5N_9Y4FVCPYxyxnA2FcoK4xsmzWJPGprdOHULSOtpEuaC0W-hrGG-GXZVGeOtmZWHFrqK8KH0G7p0HR6Y8snOJ8zRMFzj_jQLLa6a1PzMF9jH5jAm6qDlsa0nj5zIXKinsexrW5ZA==&c=iw7Feq4kXA7iybWQaU-pwN3l7-1J7GDYGqhcR_WCbPFeVZZFOwgOeQ==&ch=uMGjMwOs-VtAqQ-lCwtsQRtnhz2DT6KUnA6sP6xt8fmukE0UioouCw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EEmmr-9pMdtgHRgvR4knCzGvO0-2DvI2lXXd16GB2ZjMCLMCryCk2XRYD6wzu7GwUjiFMA7ygjMnV-3g_llAHy5AgXb_EOBScHW8Mxj0zI9b-hgBUCGXjaV6NJzwI1NXngR9xae_S1ki8W-EqSG_PQ52TJ3xf6AxaoG2GgoiMdU-OwfH7MqD9xCYb-wVaBVNfT_dBcICB0OGr5N_9Y4FVCPYxyxnA2FcoK4xsmzWJPGprdOHULSOtpEuaC0W-hrGG-GXZVGeOtmZWHFrqK8KH0G7p0HR6Y8snOJ8zRMFzj_jQLLa6a1PzMF9jH5jAm6qDlsa0nj5zIXKinsexrW5ZA==&c=iw7Feq4kXA7iybWQaU-pwN3l7-1J7GDYGqhcR_WCbPFeVZZFOwgOeQ==&ch=uMGjMwOs-VtAqQ-lCwtsQRtnhz2DT6KUnA6sP6xt8fmukE0UioouCw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EEmmr-9pMdtgHRgvR4knCzGvO0-2DvI2lXXd16GB2ZjMCLMCryCk2Th9smPjBPSM9fD0uK4MhgVt3OLSz8CXgKfrSjZgRVTD4V8S-JOPMa5XiJ4vNz3NqAgT6SKa-8i8TosxiFIe7TTeWh1lws4VuiSHirMmOE8hpYAt37sneZmqgvPqm4NBJOf0TAcOlst5iNmPjJatKm5uwj89yMAoIuOdIyRJMJFPGuFeYIS5xRhPyyj97PeLuUnWWXTC93KnEsyPn_y2TstnsgURyLE5GPODSHkI8Plutxl8uNBura4=&c=iw7Feq4kXA7iybWQaU-pwN3l7-1J7GDYGqhcR_WCbPFeVZZFOwgOeQ==&ch=uMGjMwOs-VtAqQ-lCwtsQRtnhz2DT6KUnA6sP6xt8fmukE0UioouCw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EEmmr-9pMdtgHRgvR4knCzGvO0-2DvI2lXXd16GB2ZjMCLMCryCk2aw-Yv7uicu_2ONehOy33w8ZBm-DeM9WuM6UgaxKyYle38-S_-YO5SuES5bn7LHyfyXKLw9TUxYh5T7IVfXhrkeJPv4GtFC6x2E7Tb_SxFQ_0wCks9D5SIiEu80TCVmiD6nAut-t3I11sHUUW1P5ixi1vJGz1Pt6dEaele4VISinSw963pIzy6oCTNp2ef0y9emKfTaC-xa-wm91Nzc-I9LrMXI4bOXOxfWkFK7HdVqHVtTPPSE_Qhw=&c=iw7Feq4kXA7iybWQaU-pwN3l7-1J7GDYGqhcR_WCbPFeVZZFOwgOeQ==&ch=uMGjMwOs-VtAqQ-lCwtsQRtnhz2DT6KUnA6sP6xt8fmukE0UioouCw==


has pledged to spend $150 million on the 2020 campaign before the 
party’s convention in July — has also booked ads in other battleground 
states like Florida, Michigan, and Wisconsin, the New York Times 

reported last month. In 2016, Priorities didn’t run its first TV ad until 
May.  
 
Neither group has booked ads in the expensive Philadelphia market. 
Democratic presidential candidate Mike Bloomberg has bought the 

most airtime of any candidate or outside group in Pennsylvania, having 
spent almost $16 million on broadcast, cable, and radio commercials, 
according to Advertising Analytics. The Trump campaign has spent 
about $500,000 on the airwaves in the state.  
 
Trump won Pennsylvania by about 0.7% of the vote in 2016, which, 
along with similarly close victories in Michigan and Wisconsin, helped 
elevate him to the White House. The American Bridge commercials 
feature self-identified Trump voters who say they have soured on the 
president. American Bridge spent $4 million on a similar ad campaign 
late last year. One of the ads faced criticism after a TV station in Erie 
found that a man identified as a regretful Trump voter hadn’t actually 

voted in 2016.  
 
American Bridge president Bradley Beychok said the group had 
“undertaken a massive and unprecedented effort to strategically target 
the voters Donald Trump needs most in battleground states.” It said 
surveys showed the earlier ads decreased Trump’s favorable ratings 
and increased support for Democrats. “With a wide-open Democratic 
field and a potentially months-long nominating process, we need to 
take the fight to Donald Trump right now," Beychok said in a statement. 
"We will continue to elevate the voices of local voters hurt by the 
president’s failed policies and broken promises, and up the ante to 
deny Donald Trump the swing-state margins he needs in 2020.” – 
Philadelphia Inquirer   
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