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Cable giant Comcast Corp ’s net profit rose 26% in the fourth quarter, 
once again riding on the back of internet subscriber growth amid 
continued pay-TV customer losses. The Philadelphia company 
reported a profit of about $3.16 billion in the fourth quarter, or 68 cents 
a share, meeting FactSet analysts’ estimates. This is up from $2.51 
billion, or 55 cents a share, in the same period last year. Revenue rose 
2% to $28.4 billion, and Comcast said it would increase its dividend by 
10% to 92 cents a share this year. It is the second year in a row the 
company raised its dividend by 10%. 
 
The company added 442,000 high-speed internet customers in the 
quarter, and lost 149,000 pay-TV customers—marking the 11th 
consecutive quarter of pay-TV customer erosion. Comcast’s 
broadband business generated $4.8 billion in revenue, while its 
traditional pay-TV unit brought in about $5.5 billion. Revenue at 
Comcast’s NBCUniversal unit fell 2.6% to $9.15 billion, owing in part to 
the poor performance of its filmed entertainment division, which was 
affected by the weak release of “Cats.”  
 
Last week, NBCUniversal unveiled its streaming platform, Peacock, as 
the company embraced the proliferation of people cutting the cord in 
favor of direct-to-consumer apps such as Netflix Inc. and Walt Disney 
Co.’s Hulu. Unlike Netflix, Hulu and many of its other competitors, 
Peacock is banking on an ad-supported business model that will allow 
it to offer a limited version of the app for free, and an ad-supported 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5fAAp8XxA6Nun1nvibc6hVB8biL9tYBMWEE8NBeJZoa3Qv4KSPUJJEEnRQRzeriSgzZI3Gikm6t6FLKvbd8VCK74g9L25KGIztLBjZWFnfaxRh1Mcs_1uPwy9tJjNgCswHkQugnf2dLlLwIFl1Tu0sSR7A5siR706pbnTQ3-GAB3dG3lnMznIaP1u_LA1oCm61hpvW8mZ3S0I=&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5fAAp8XxA6Nun1nvibc6hVB8biL9tYBMWEE8NBeJZoa3Qv4KSPUJJEEnRQRzeriSgzZI3Gikm6t6FLKvbd8VCK74g9L25KGIztLBjZWFnfaxRh1Mcs_1uPwy9tJjNgCswHkQugnf2dLlLwIFl1Tu0sSR7A5siR706pbnTQ3-GAB3dG3lnMznIaP1u_LA1oCm61hpvW8mZ3S0I=&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5fAAp8XxA6Nun1nvibc6hVB8biL9tYBMWEE8NBeJZoa3Qv4KSPUJJEEnRQRzeriSgzZI3Gikm6t6FLKvbd8VCK74g9L25KGIztLBjZWFnfaxRh1Mcs_1uPwy9tJjNgCswHkQugnf2dLlLwIFl1Tu0sSR7A5siR706pbnTQ3-GAB3dG3lnMznIaP1u_LA1oCm61hpvW8mZ3S0I=&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5fAAp8XxA6Nun1nvibc6hVB8biL9tYBMWEE8NBeJZoa3Qv4KSPUJJEEnRQRzeriSgzZI3Gikm6t6FLKvbd8VCK74g9L25KGIztLBjZWFnfaxRh1Mcs_1uPwy9tJjNgCswHkQugnf2dLlLwIFl1Tu0sSR7A5siR706pbnTQ3-GAB3dG3lnMznIaP1u_LA1oCm61hpvW8mZ3S0I=&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5fiUlO_o1AH_0sqrZRbv-CTCUNF3bBD6LIMhMSKl2SFN8F8mv2UFuspuRqtfJ6ET5AM47ReHihA73kH_aHNwUXvjYB_wngABxXrFu1IawettWXlW3qkTLX6_yHZANEsFeHlKrGq-qDd0LK_-Ti02OD6OGNiPLj9Ky-0Hewsi9yLV402hFsrhKVSClo-kcZs650BsYM2G_bq-YIy3p9bGo9XQ==&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5fiUlO_o1AH_0sqrZRbv-CTCUNF3bBD6LIMhMSKl2SFN8F8mv2UFuspuRqtfJ6ET5AM47ReHihA73kH_aHNwUXvjYB_wngABxXrFu1IawettWXlW3qkTLX6_yHZANEsFeHlKrGq-qDd0LK_-Ti02OD6OGNiPLj9Ky-0Hewsi9yLV402hFsrhKVSClo-kcZs650BsYM2G_bq-YIy3p9bGo9XQ==&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5fiUlO_o1AH_0sqrZRbv-CTCUNF3bBD6LIMhMSKl2SFN8F8mv2UFuspuRqtfJ6ET5AM47ReHihA73kH_aHNwUXvjYB_wngABxXrFu1IawettWXlW3qkTLX6_yHZANEsFeHlKrGq-qDd0LK_-Ti02OD6OGNiPLj9Ky-0Hewsi9yLV402hFsrhKVSClo-kcZs650BsYM2G_bq-YIy3p9bGo9XQ==&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5fiUlO_o1AH_0sqrZRbv-CTCUNF3bBD6LIMhMSKl2SFN8F8mv2UFuspuRqtfJ6ET5AM47ReHihA73kH_aHNwUXvjYB_wngABxXrFu1IawettWXlW3qkTLX6_yHZANEsFeHlKrGq-qDd0LK_-Ti02OD6OGNiPLj9Ky-0Hewsi9yLV402hFsrhKVSClo-kcZs650BsYM2G_bq-YIy3p9bGo9XQ==&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5fiUlO_o1AH_0sqrZRbv-CTCUNF3bBD6LIMhMSKl2SFN8F8mv2UFuspuRqtfJ6ET5AM47ReHihA73kH_aHNwUXvjYB_wngABxXrFu1IawettWXlW3qkTLX6_yHZANEsFeHlKrGq-qDd0LK_-Ti02OD6OGNiPLj9Ky-0Hewsi9yLV402hFsrhKVSClo-kcZs650BsYM2G_bq-YIy3p9bGo9XQ==&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5fI21DaOtX9mB9vNtCef8JajltAvJul9jmzTX7UcA31YiuFxB4N62bNHXvT2GQ6TIUqBPcz5UTyylYGwYGudKzmTE5KOQXUcCH3PqzkkORxNE_03GcBT0qZcuHHnvKW_3QoD3R11rowrdDLCfv5UQwoeGRniZvx1Ts&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5fI21DaOtX9mB9vNtCef8JajltAvJul9jmzTX7UcA31YiuFxB4N62bNHXvT2GQ6TIUqBPcz5UTyylYGwYGudKzmTE5KOQXUcCH3PqzkkORxNE_03GcBT0qZcuHHnvKW_3QoD3R11rowrdDLCfv5UQwoeGRniZvx1Ts&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5fI21DaOtX9mB9vNtCef8JajltAvJul9jmzTX7UcA31YiuFxB4N62bNHXvT2GQ6TIUqBPcz5UTyylYGwYGudKzmTE5KOQXUcCH3PqzkkORxNE_03GcBT0qZcuHHnvKW_3QoD3R11rowrdDLCfv5UQwoeGRniZvx1Ts&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5f7R2O9S-W5UbduMdz9MFBe4uxWZdir1bDYqsl2QNnCGemWYuY2i1IHGp95wb9A5th0AMkg3t4ZyWD4BMaaz3BFKvE7XRlvE_tivE9zDTFO9WZ0k3Xo86QanZ7prsvsHeWMlyeLpsmHhd5BYCXduXvYjfIdxm3vSXCvR2wcKYS_QBsMnOq-C-lwvFyJ9ogaNBF&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5f7R2O9S-W5UbduMdz9MFBe4uxWZdir1bDYqsl2QNnCGemWYuY2i1IHGp95wb9A5th0AMkg3t4ZyWD4BMaaz3BFKvE7XRlvE_tivE9zDTFO9WZ0k3Xo86QanZ7prsvsHeWMlyeLpsmHhd5BYCXduXvYjfIdxm3vSXCvR2wcKYS_QBsMnOq-C-lwvFyJ9ogaNBF&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5f7R2O9S-W5UbduMdz9MFBe4uxWZdir1bDYqsl2QNnCGemWYuY2i1IHGp95wb9A5th0AMkg3t4ZyWD4BMaaz3BFKvE7XRlvE_tivE9zDTFO9WZ0k3Xo86QanZ7prsvsHeWMlyeLpsmHhd5BYCXduXvYjfIdxm3vSXCvR2wcKYS_QBsMnOq-C-lwvFyJ9ogaNBF&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5f7R2O9S-W5UbduMdz9MFBe4uxWZdir1bDYqsl2QNnCGemWYuY2i1IHGp95wb9A5th0AMkg3t4ZyWD4BMaaz3BFKvE7XRlvE_tivE9zDTFO9WZ0k3Xo86QanZ7prsvsHeWMlyeLpsmHhd5BYCXduXvYjfIdxm3vSXCvR2wcKYS_QBsMnOq-C-lwvFyJ9ogaNBF&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5fpTkdx0-Tpx-bhR5tLnnrX42zdrgiekQDY9ctd1cmBhbzocTE1pKCL_ksE0gtG8ZE9wmuIQ8Hv5w-4lggNrO5HhvZHTeN-tLAptIMofv1dFy2HKOUzfEoUczPghzYhormik0cKmeFE5_hX6O5XEHHAAIxd-FvoRX-CqCYByMyk8CReXUpLqe06w==&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5fpTkdx0-Tpx-bhR5tLnnrX42zdrgiekQDY9ctd1cmBhbzocTE1pKCL_ksE0gtG8ZE9wmuIQ8Hv5w-4lggNrO5HhvZHTeN-tLAptIMofv1dFy2HKOUzfEoUczPghzYhormik0cKmeFE5_hX6O5XEHHAAIxd-FvoRX-CqCYByMyk8CReXUpLqe06w==&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5fpTkdx0-Tpx-bhR5tLnnrX42zdrgiekQDY9ctd1cmBhbzocTE1pKCL_ksE0gtG8ZE9wmuIQ8Hv5w-4lggNrO5HhvZHTeN-tLAptIMofv1dFy2HKOUzfEoUczPghzYhormik0cKmeFE5_hX6O5XEHHAAIxd-FvoRX-CqCYByMyk8CReXUpLqe06w==&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5f0s7OExyq_i4WycxAdJftvTK9CtbkND5BtNQ_QjRC_HkutHjDLagkjIbMsN0fAaXJ1klxlbq5Cl8R7JeWm7fH0NIlK1HtbBdnNfy-B3tQx2N5p-JhPnde2BXGBlVoQz7Y4Att-m4eJbZ8EEbOACL_J1URxBqcA4IlDShiyTw_qhnHHpibGFdzUnVewtm-SDJaOV3ngsvKZtcid0EsAN452Gsp78nsa3VR&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdSAj36tyChf46P5Zh_tErkVySdsyfArWDmIZf2ztfIqk-9h9ZvxLwtpACuB9DWA-uLSI8r39E1vv8z86VMEH6MM=&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==


 
Associated Press  
Speculation grows 
about Mike Turzai’s 
future as 
Pennsylvania House 
speaker 
 
Associated Press  
GOP state lawmaker 
announces bid for 
auditor general 
 
York Daily Record  
Op-ed by Sen. 
Kristin Phillips-Hill 
(R-York): Governor’s 
address marks the 
start of a broken 
budget process 

 

version for $4.99 a month. A no-commercials version will be available 
for $9.99.  
 
Company executives have previously said Comcast won’t chase cable 
customers defecting to streaming apps. Instead, Comcast’s focus will 
remain on its broadband business and its investment in Peacock, on 
which it plans to spend $2 billion over the next two years. Comcast’s 
pay-TV and broadband customers will receive ad-supported Peacock 
for free beginning in April.  
 
By 2024, Comcast expects to have between 30 million and 35 million 
active Peacock subscribers, resulting in annual revenue of $2.5 
billion. Comcast’s Xfinity Mobile, which launched more than two years 
ago, added another 261,000 customers in the fourth quarter, a 15% 
increase from the same quarter in 2018. In total, Comcast has more 
than 2 million mobile customers as it continues to view the business as 
a way to hold on to existing customers. The unit generated $372 
million in revenue. The U.K.-based Sky performed well, more than a 
year since being acquired by Comcast. Sky reported a 10% revenue 
increase to more than $5 billion during the quarter. Comcast had 55.5 
million Comcast Cable and Sky subscribers at the end of the fourth 
quarter. – Wall Street Journal  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Blue Ridge Communications is once again leading an initiative 
designed to deliver personal, handmade Valentine’s cards to those 
who might not otherwise receive one on Valentine’s Day — particularly 
our U.S. soldiers serving abroad, our veterans, and residents of local 
nursing homes. “Last year, over 3,500 handmade Valentine’s Day 
cards were delivered,” said Julianne Brixius, Marketing/Public 
Relations Coordinator for Blue Ridge Communications. “These cards 
serve as powerful messages of love, joy and hope to our soldiers 
abroad, our veterans, and elderly nursing home residents — people 
who are truly appreciative of the outpouring of kindness from such a 
simple act.” 
 
Blue Ridge Communications invites everyone to make a card, and 
encourages children to participate in this campaign. “Creating a 
handmade card with their own personal touches, along with their name 
and a personal message can really teach the importance of simple 
giving,” added Brixius. Cards can be dropped off at any Blue Ridge 
payment center or mailed to Blue Ridge Communications, Attn. 
Julianne Brixius, P.O. Box 215, Palmerton, PA 18071. You may also 
contact Julianne at 610-826-9080, ext. 2299, with any questions. The 
deadline to return the handmade Valentine’s card(s) to Blue Ridge is 
Feb. 1, so that there is time to mail and/or deliver them. – Lehighton 

(Carbon Co.) Times News  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Nearly a dozen technology companies said they will provide free or 
reduced-cost cybersecurity services to presidential campaigns, which 
experts and intelligence officials have warned are ripe targets for 

intrusion and disinformation. They join a growing number of firms 
offering protection on a nonpartisan basis, a trend that has gained 
steam in the past 18 months or so, since federal regulators eased rules 
to make such offers permissible under campaign-finance laws. The 
Federal Election Commission made policy changes after urging from 
nonprofits and technology companies, including Microsoft Corp.  
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Campaigns have struggled to make their information more secure in 
part because of budget pressures and the fast-moving nature of a 
campaign. “Any dollar that a campaign spends on extra levels of 
cybersecurity is a dollar they’re not spending on voter contact and 
getting their candidate elected,” noted Matt Rhoades, campaign 
manager for Republican Mitt Romney in 2012. The partnerships 
between campaigns and cybersecurity companies, which include 
Microsoft and Cloudflare Inc., are being encouraged by a months-old 
nonprofit called Defending Digital Campaigns, which is helping the 
firms comply with campaign-finance regulations. The nonprofit is led in 
part by Mr. Rhoades and Robby Mook, campaign manager for Hillary 
Clinton in 2016. 
 
The group pushed the FEC to allow cybersecurity firms to get 
involved. “The regulatory environment was complicated,” said Alissa 
Starzak, the head of public policy at Cloudflare, a cloud-networking 
company. With the regulations eased, Ms. Starzak said, Cloudflare will 
offer its premium network-protection services at no added cost to 
campaigns, such as those that have been using the free version. This 
expands the services the company has been providing to 18 
presidential campaigns and several congressional campaigns during 
the 2020 election cycle, she said. 
 
The companies involved in the effort called it a civic responsibility. 
Working for political campaigns also gives them potentially valuable 
visibility and possible future clients. The threats to campaigns aren’t 
hypothetical: U.S. national-security officials have concluded that 
Russian hackers stole emails from John Podesta, then chairman of Mrs. 
Clinton’s 2016 campaign, which WikiLeaks published online.  
 
Some of the companies, including Microsoft, were already helping 
campaigns with security, but will expand their efforts by joining with 
Defending Digital Campaigns, the nonprofit said. “We think this will 
help increase adoption of these services,” said Ginny Badanes, 
director of Microsoft’s Defending Democracy Program. The companies 
also provide campaigns with an alternative to on-staff expertise. The 
cybersecurity chief for Democratic presidential contender Pete 
Buttigieg resigned earlier this month over differences with campaign 
leadership on protecting the campaign’s technology, the Journal 
previously reported. – Wall Street Journal  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
It isn’t often, in fact it’s rare, that politicians anywhere play the long 
game when shaping public policy. If they did, our environment would 
be better, our state and federal budgets would balance and the U.S. 

Postal Service (our most popular federal agency) wouldn’t be facing 
extinction.  
 
But, as you know, elections keeping coming and issues or crises of the 
moment get far more attention than long-term planning to deal with 
endemic woes. (Looking at you, Pennsylvania Legislature, and thinking 
property taxes, school-funding equity, infrastructure, and more than 
there is space to list.) Yet, when it comes to voting, there’s actual and 
proposed long-game playing, because what’s more important to 
politicians than managing the vote? 
 
Take what I consider a Democratic coup by Gov. Tom Wolf, who 
signed new voting laws on Halloween (a trick on Republicans, a treat 
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for Democrats?). This was the first substantive change to the way we 
can vote in nearly a century. It makes voting easier by allowing mail-in 
voting. And, in a state with more registered D’s than R’s (810,310 
more), it benefits Democratic candidates.  
 
Maybe not immediately. The new law also does away with straight-
party voting, which many urban Democrats argue means longer 
Election Day lines, some confusion, people deciding not to wait in line 
and/or ignoring down-ballot races. But in the long run, as voters 
understand they can easily vote by mail (it’s absentee voting which 
used to require an excuse but no longer does), and once they realize 
they can do so up to 50 days prior to elections, currently the longest 
period in the nation, I expect more people will vote. And the party with 
the most voters, in this case the Democratic Party, gains.  
 
What’s a Republican to do? Well, Republicans are pushing a plan that 
plays to an even longer game. They want to change how our state 

Supreme Court justices are elected. What’s that got to do with the way 
we vote for other offices? Everything. The Supreme Court can have 
final say on how district lines for the legislature and Congress are 
drawn following each 10-year Census.  
 
You’ll recall our Democratic-controlled Supreme Court stepped in on a 
redistricting fight in 2018 and altered the congressional map in ways 
that contributed to our U.S. House delegation going from 13 
Republicans, 5 Democrats to 9 Republicans, 9 Democrats after the 
2018 elections. As you might imagine, Republicans remain somewhat 
steamed about this.  
 
So, there’s legislation winding its way through the Republican-run 
legislature that, if enacted, would provide long-term boosts to 
Republican candidates for state Supreme Court. It would elect justices 
from newly-created judicial districts instead by statewide elections. In 
other words, it would elect more Republicans. Statewide races require 
lots of money and/or a voting base, especially in low-turnout judicial 
elections. This gives an edge to big-market candidates. Who lives in 
big markets? Democrats. Which is why, among the five current 
Democrats on the seven-member court, four are from Pittsburgh and 
one is from Philly. 
 
Ah, but electing judges from districts drawn in the vast rural rest of the 
state all but guarantees more GOP judges – with power to shape 
legislative and congressional districts, perhaps for decades to 
come. Such a move is a long-game deal, though, because it requires 
amending the state constitution. That means passage in the House 
and Senate in two successive sessions and voter approval of a 
statewide ballot question. 
 
But it passed the House last month (without a single Democratic vote) 
and pends in the Senate. So, it’s possible it passes there and again 
next year and goes to voters in 2021. And although Wolf opposes it, 
governors don’t get to sign or veto legislatively-approved constitutional 
amendments. Point is, however long it takes or even if it never 
happens, Republicans, like Democrats, are using their power to 
improve their advantage in future elections. That’s long-game politics. 
Now if they’d also use such power on long-game public policy for 
everybody else, well, that would be governing. – John Baer’s column in 

Harrisburg Patriot-News  
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5fyGhRDjaZSL9JNBZAcWRk56vycEjPI_fC8BWwsj5tnI0v--YSx8HNrhrrx53buqfXTcaNIva3Eg7Mz1c6ZqrHSUTgJqD9BG_IxqHJQK0EY8OLxRsjFZRxRMkTexAmvScy1MYEl43zzNxx8gbyx1Iq5hHtIiN43BcqKMIxlbhxAUAFp7Hy-zNCpoxvaO-BXBx4nBzAAGqRRn-kme7HQNXYh-RZihGiyqaOlNRB95lVUFQ=&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5fyGhRDjaZSL9JNBZAcWRk56vycEjPI_fC8BWwsj5tnI0v--YSx8HNrhrrx53buqfXTcaNIva3Eg7Mz1c6ZqrHSUTgJqD9BG_IxqHJQK0EY8OLxRsjFZRxRMkTexAmvScy1MYEl43zzNxx8gbyx1Iq5hHtIiN43BcqKMIxlbhxAUAFp7Hy-zNCpoxvaO-BXBx4nBzAAGqRRn-kme7HQNXYh-RZihGiyqaOlNRB95lVUFQ=&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vxkwEaCY1B0WInLFP6zRcUlXn6AR16gfzgQC-E8Ldnw6iBmyvHHjdbr74ZWSZi5fmCaUd-3EjVeJAcTgiVJRe1snACW3R-RmFI7PNS2g57uIfsXQe7o3B5u6LyJ-CyCFX0LAfOgg9w5N4y17yuuGW-_vIX7UY4ON4NWqO1-2CL7Os61EosYvHTZfighkxtw0JCvmVjP0699UueGl5204kzJItug9QVav&c=h0MbRDV1eRqzAFyylMco9Rn-MGiEuoa6fAS9BZ71m-GN2KWViVABmA==&ch=wicL63127-uE4QYKP3XhWkbeT7X_zkTBRIYxkq_pAoWoWzAY_EstTA==


 

   

 

  

 


