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Service Electric Cablevision (SECV) customers who don’t have company tuners on their TVs will not be 
able to receive cable broadcasts beginning Feb. 24.  In a letter to customers in late December, the cable 
company said they will begin encrypting programming.  Customers are actually getting a two-week 
reprieve. In the letter, the encryption process was supposed to happen Feb. 10. 
 

But SECV General Manager Tim Trently said some internal issues have delayed the start of the 
encryption.  “Phase one and two of the encryption will be Tuesday, February 24,” Trently said. “The last 
phase will be March 10. We will encrypt several channels at a time.”  Trently explained channel lineup 
encryption is a “necessary requirement” set forth by the channels the cable carries. But there are other 
advantages.  “By encrypting channels, it ensures stealing cable won’t happen,” Trently said. “You will 
have to have an account with us. It will result in a more secure network and a reduction in the amount of 
in-home visits. And it opens up bandwidth for us to provide, ultimately, more channels, higher Internet 
speed and better overall service to the customer.” 
 

Anyone who has a digital converter box, HD/DVR converter box, whole home six-tuner DVD media 
player, digital transport adapter or cable card device connected to their TV will not be affected.  But 
anyone using a quadrature amplitude modulation tuner or other device not provided by SECV will not be 
able to get the channels and will have to call SECV at 570-454-3841 to make arrangements to either get 
the equipment installed or pick it up at the SECV office along Maplewood Drive in the Humboldt 
Industrial Park for self-installation. 

 

Trently said getting SECV 
equipment will not cost the 
cable subscriber any 
money.  “SECV will provide 
up to two digital transport 
adapter (DTAs) rentals at no 
additional charge depending 
upon availability,” Trently 
said. Additional DTAs after 
the first two will cost $1.95 
per month per DTA.”  At this 
point, Trently said the 
equipment has to come from 
SECV, but did not rule out it 
would be sold on the open 
market later. – Hazleton 
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Netflix Inc. said it plans to 
complete an aggressive 
international expansion in 
two years and deliver 
“material global profits,” as 
the streaming-video provider 
faces a slowdown in U.S. 
subscriber growth.  In the 
fourth quarter, Netflix added 
1.9 million U.S. streaming 
subscribers, down from 2.3 
million in the year-earlier 
period, bringing its total to 

39.1 million. Overall, the company added 4.3 million streaming customers, exceeding its forecast of 4 
million, as foreign markets grew faster than expected.  
 

The results cheered investors, driving the company’s shares up 16% in after-hours trading.  In a letter to 
shareholders Tuesday, Netflix said it plans to expand to 200 countries by 2017, up from its current 50, 

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2015-01-21/dish-anywhere-doesn-t-infringe-fox-s-copyright-u-s-judge-says.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2015-01-21/dish-anywhere-doesn-t-infringe-fox-s-copyright-u-s-judge-says.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2015-01-21/dish-anywhere-doesn-t-infringe-fox-s-copyright-u-s-judge-says.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2015-01-21/dish-anywhere-doesn-t-infringe-fox-s-copyright-u-s-judge-says.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2015-01-21/dish-anywhere-doesn-t-infringe-fox-s-copyright-u-s-judge-says.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2015-01-21/dish-anywhere-doesn-t-infringe-fox-s-copyright-u-s-judge-says.html
http://nypost.com/2015/01/20/wall-street-calls-for-viacom-cbs-reunion-ahead-of-dish-battle/
http://nypost.com/2015/01/20/wall-street-calls-for-viacom-cbs-reunion-ahead-of-dish-battle/
http://nypost.com/2015/01/20/wall-street-calls-for-viacom-cbs-reunion-ahead-of-dish-battle/
http://nypost.com/2015/01/20/wall-street-calls-for-viacom-cbs-reunion-ahead-of-dish-battle/
http://nypost.com/2015/01/20/wall-street-calls-for-viacom-cbs-reunion-ahead-of-dish-battle/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/01/21/us-netflix-china-idUSKBN0KU1B320150121
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/01/21/us-netflix-china-idUSKBN0KU1B320150121
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/01/21/us-netflix-china-idUSKBN0KU1B320150121
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/01/21/us-netflix-china-idUSKBN0KU1B320150121
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/01/21/us-netflix-china-idUSKBN0KU1B320150121
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/01/21/us-netflix-china-idUSKBN0KU1B320150121
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/01/21/us-netflix-china-idUSKBN0KU1B320150121
http://www.post-gazette.com/news/state/2015/01/21/Who-gets-to-decide-which-organizations-get-tax-exemptions/stories/201501210080
http://www.post-gazette.com/news/state/2015/01/21/Who-gets-to-decide-which-organizations-get-tax-exemptions/stories/201501210080
http://www.post-gazette.com/news/state/2015/01/21/Who-gets-to-decide-which-organizations-get-tax-exemptions/stories/201501210080
http://www.post-gazette.com/news/state/2015/01/21/Who-gets-to-decide-which-organizations-get-tax-exemptions/stories/201501210080
http://www.post-gazette.com/news/state/2015/01/21/Who-gets-to-decide-which-organizations-get-tax-exemptions/stories/201501210080
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/politics/20150121_Wolf_s__quot_love_train_quot__off_and_running.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/politics/20150121_Wolf_s__quot_love_train_quot__off_and_running.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/politics/20150121_Wolf_s__quot_love_train_quot__off_and_running.html
http://www.pennlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2015/01/lawmakers_say_they_agree_with.html#incart_river
http://www.pennlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2015/01/lawmakers_say_they_agree_with.html#incart_river
http://www.pennlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2015/01/lawmakers_say_they_agree_with.html#incart_river
http://www.pennlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2015/01/lawmakers_say_they_agree_with.html#incart_river
http://www.pennlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2015/01/lawmakers_say_they_agree_with.html#incart_river
http://www.pennlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2015/01/lawmakers_say_they_agree_with.html#incart_river
http://www.pennlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2015/01/lawmakers_say_they_agree_with.html#incart_river
http://triblive.com/politics/politicalheadlines/7609857-74/charges-kane-attorney#axzz3PHHTG8G0
http://triblive.com/politics/politicalheadlines/7609857-74/charges-kane-attorney#axzz3PHHTG8G0
http://triblive.com/politics/politicalheadlines/7609857-74/charges-kane-attorney#axzz3PHHTG8G0
http://triblive.com/politics/politicalheadlines/7609857-74/charges-kane-attorney#axzz3PHHTG8G0
http://triblive.com/politics/politicalheadlines/7609857-74/charges-kane-attorney#axzz3PHHTG8G0
http://triblive.com/politics/politicalheadlines/7609857-74/charges-kane-attorney#axzz3PHHTG8G0
http://triblive.com/politics/politicalheadlines/7609857-74/charges-kane-attorney#axzz3PHHTG8G0
http://triblive.com/politics/politicalheadlines/7609857-74/charges-kane-attorney#axzz3PHHTG8G0
http://triblive.com/politics/politicalheadlines/7609857-74/charges-kane-attorney#axzz3PHHTG8G0
http://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2015/01/wolfs_inaugural_speech_didnt_i.html#incart_river
http://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2015/01/wolfs_inaugural_speech_didnt_i.html#incart_river
http://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2015/01/wolfs_inaugural_speech_didnt_i.html#incart_river
http://www.tvcinc.com/


speech didn't 
include the 
one thing 
we're all 
waiting to hear 
- specifics 
 
 
 
 

 
 

while staying profitable. Earlier, a top Netflix executive had told an investor conference that the streaming 
service would go global “within five years.” 
 

Netflix Chief Executive Reed Hastings said the company was encouraged by results in its first set of 
markets, including Canada and Nordic and Latin American countries, which have turned profitable as a 
group. “The ability to click and watch and binge episodes has really resonated with people,” Mr. Hastings 
said in an interview. “It has made us realize this is very likely to work on a global basis.”  Last fall, Netflix 
started offering its service in six European countries, including France and Germany. The company said 
it expects to add Australia and New Zealand later this quarter. Netflix is also exploring plans to enter 
China.  Mr. Hastings said the company will need to obtain a government license in China, which isn’t 
guaranteed, and will be “very cautious” if and when it does enter that market. 
 

In the fourth quarter, Netflix added 2.43 million subscribers outside the U.S., topping its expectations of 
2.15 million and a significant jump from the 1.74 million international subscribers it added a year earlier. 
The company ended the quarter with 18.3 million international streaming customers.  Janney Capital 
Markets analyst Tony Wible said investors were pleased with the stronger global customer growth, 
pricing leverage and a “faster scaling of investments” abroad. 
 

In the near term, though, the international operations will continue to weigh on profits, because of the 
costs of expanding to new countries and acquiring content. The international segment’s loss widened to 
$79 million in the fourth quarter from $57 million a year earlier. The company expects lower full-year 
operating income for 2015 than for 2014, as a result of the global expansion.  In the shareholder letter, 
Netflix said the downshift in U.S. subscriber additions was a “natural progression” as it grows. Last 
quarter, Netflix had largely blamed a price increase over the summer for its slowdown in U.S. subscriber 
growth. In Tuesday’s letter, the company said that after additional research, it believes the declines 
“would have largely taken place independent of the price change.” 
 

The company said it has flexibility in “how quickly we grow content and marketing spend” as subscriber 
growth slows, and said it can continue to expand the U.S. segment’s operating profit margins.  Netflix 
said its original shows, including “House of Cards,” “Orange is the New Black” and “Marco Polo,” are 
among its “most efficient” programming, costing less money relative to their viewership than shows 
licensed from major studios. Netflix doesn’t release viewership figures. 
 

Netflix has been a disruptive force in the U.S. pay-TV world, luring customers away from cable and 
satellite TV providers. But the streaming service could face new competition itself as other companies 
enter the online-video market. Time Warner Inc. ’s HBO this year will offer a standalone streaming 
service, while Dish Network Corp. is rolling out a $20-a-month online-TV package.  Addressing the Dish 
offering, dubbed Sling TV, Mr. Hastings said it has “very attractive pricing” but added, “I don’t think it 
materially changes the desire to have Netflix.” Previously, he has said he thinks consumers will sign up 
for both HBO and Netflix. 
 

Netflix also said it plans to offer “The Interview,” the Sony Pictures comedy about an attempted 
assassination of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. Sony began distributing the movie through on-
demand platforms after major theater chains decided not to release it following threats from hackers 
believed to be connected to Pyongyang. – Wall Street Journal  
________________________________________________________ 
 

Regular readers of this blog or my column know of my constant complaining about the lack of political 
participation in Pennsylvania, the cradle of democracy.  They know I argue that without greater citizen 
interest in the process, government and elected officials can do or not do what they please.  And so, 
while I'm grateful Tom Wolf mentioned this lack of interest in his inaugural address on Tuesday, I feel the 
need to quibble. 
 

Wolf talked of citizen cynicism born of experience and said we "can't allow that cynicism to deflate our 
democratic spirit or destroy our capacity for effective self-governance."  Amen, I say.  But he also said, "I 
understand why fewer than 42 percent of Pennsylvanians turned out in the last election."  (You can read 
the full speech here.) 
 

Well, he's being overly-generous, according to the U.S. Election Project, a long-standing effort measuring 
turnout nationally and state by state.  Project data says turnout nationally was lowest in 72 years and that 
in Pennsylvania it was 34.6 percent, lower than in 28 other states.  Now technically, Wolf's right: 34.6 is 
"fewer than 42." And he likely is using data based on registered voters rather than residents of voting 
age -- those who could vote should they choose to.  And I know it's a smallish point to raise. But the 
problem presents a threat to democracy, and is worse than The Wolfman would have you believe. – 
John Baer’s blog on philly.com  
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