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Connecticut lawmakers will weigh again this year whether to require 
broadband companies to adhere to “net neutrality” rules guaranteeing 
equal rates for the bandwidth used by internet content companies on 
their networks. 
 
Under a bill introduced last week by Connecticut state Sen. Bob Duff, 
D-Norwalk, all internet service providers would have to maintain net 
neutrality in Connecticut, with a separate bill from State Rep. Michael 
Winkler, D-Vernon, limiting the requirement to those that receive state 
contracts.  It is the second legislative session in which the Connecticut 
General Assembly is taking up the issue, with the National Conference 
of State Legislatures tracking bills in more than 25 states as of last 
October that would implement net neutrality rules. In June 2015, the 
Obama administration formalized the policy at the federal level, 
recognizing the Internet’s history of non-preferential access, but the 
Trump administration abandoned that policy last year to give 
broadband providers the option of charging tiered rates for companies 
steering content over their networks. 
 
Critics of the change included Jessica Rosenworcel, a Hartford native 
who is one of five commissioners of the Federal Communications 
Commission, who argued that big telecommunications companies 
could enact preferential pricing for larger customers, effectively 
discriminating against small businesses that create online 
content. Under former Attorney General George Jepsen, Connecticut 
joined New York and 20 other states last August in filing a legal 
challenge in the U.S. Court of Appeals in Washington, D.C., aiming to 
restore net neutrality as the basis of federal law. That case now moves 
ahead under newly elected Attorney General William Tong. 
 
Pending any court outcome, Duff and Winkler are moving ahead with 
their bills which would be subject to the approval of newly installed 
Gov. Ned Lamont. For depth of expertise in the broadband industry 
among governors nationally, Lamont is matched only by those 
representing Colorado, Hawaii and North Dakota, with Lamont having 
run Campus TeleVideo providing cable TV and Internet to college and 
university campuses. 
 
In addition to mobile operators like AT&T and Verizon, the state of 
Connecticut contracts with Frontier Communications for 
telecommunications services, with the company having its U.S. 
headquarters in Duff’s district of Norwalk. Other major broadband 
providers in Connecticut include Stamford-based Charter 
Communications; Comcast and Cox Communications, the dominant 
cable companies in the Hartford area; and Altice USA, which offers 
Optimum services in southwestern Connecticut and other parts of the 
state. 
 
“Whenever I bring this up to constituents, whether it’s in social media 
or anywhere else, I get more of a positive reaction than pretty much 
anything else,” Duff testified last May in Hartford on the issue of net 
neutrality. “It doesn’t mean that you’re an enemy of any of the 
businesses here in Connecticut that are the internet service providers 
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stand up for 
Pennsylvanians 

 

— in fact, I respect them all and think they do a great job. We disagree 
on this issue because I believe that Connecticut has a right to have ... 
our principles here in the state, and codified by state law.” – The Hour  
_______________________________________________ 
 
YouTube is bringing down the hammer on “harmful or dangerous 
content” in the wake of viral challenges that place content creators in 
potentially serious danger.  The company recently announced the 
content crack-down, and singled out videos that present an apparent 
risk of death, videos that cause children to experience emotional 
distress and videos that make “prank” victims believe they’re in real 
danger, like a home invasion or drive-by shooting prank, as those that 
would be getting the boot.  
 
YouTube said that users will have a two month grace period to review 
their videos and remove anything that violates the new policy. After 
that, videos deemed dangerous will receive a strike, and three strikes 
will lead to the removal of a channel. A spokesperson told NBC News 
that it was not one specific viral trend that led to the implementation of 
the new policy, but that it’s been in development for several 
months. Still, it comes at the same time as the “Bird Box” challenge, 
which has been criticized for its stupidity: users are encouraged to 
complete tasks while blindfolded, as inspired by the Netflix film of the 
same name.  
 
Users have done things like climb down stairs, apply makeup, and in 
some cases, like a 17-year-old girl in Utah, drive a car. The teen 
crashed her car while attempting the challenge, though no one was 
injured.  
It’s not the first dangerous challenge to take off. Over the years, people 
have filmed themselves doing all sorts of ridiculous stunts, like the Fire 
Challenge, which saw people pour flammable liquids onto their bodies 
and light themselves aflame, the Tide Pod challenge, which involved 
eating detergent, and the salt and ice challenge, which asked people to 
pour salt on their bodies and quickly cover it with ice, causing a 
burning sensation akin to frost bite.  
 
The policy regarding children also comes after alarming videos that 
made national headlines. Maryland couple Michael and Heather Martin 
were convicted of child neglect and lost custody of two of their children 
after they filmed themselves screaming at their children until the kids 
broke down in tears in sick YouTube “pranks.” YouTube made it clear, 
however, that safe pranks, like the water bottle flip challenge, still have 
a place on the popular platform. – New York Daily News  
_______________________________________________ 
Several House Republicans asked T-Mobile, AT&T, Verizon and Sprint 
how they share their users' cellphone location data, citing a recent 
report that telecoms are selling that information to shadowy companies 
without customer knowledge. The lawmakers said Wednesday that 
they are troubled because it is not the first report of these types of 
data-sharing practices. They also sent questions to data brokers 
Zumigo and Microbilt, which were mentioned in last week's 
Motherboard report. 
 
Democrats have also expressed concern, including calling for 
investigations and legislation. But Rep. Frank Pallone, D-N.J., the 
chairman of the House energy and commerce committee, said this 
week that because of the government shutdown, the Federal 
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Communications Commission chairman would not brief House staff on 
what the agency plans to do about the issue. An FCC spokesman said 
the agency will continue to investigate wireless carriers' handling of 
location information when its operations are back to normal. 
 
AT&T and T-Mobile say they will stop selling all location data from 
mobile phones to brokers by March. Last year, the major carriers had 
already pledged to stop providing location information to data brokers. 
But AT&T and T-Mobile said they made an exception for useful 
services that, for instance, helped customers with roadside assistance 
or fraud protection. The companies say they will also end those 
location-sharing practices in March. – Associated Press   

 

 

   

 

  

 


