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House and Senate Democrats are considering bills to make 
Pennsylvania the next state to approve net neutrality regulations. 
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The Federal Communications Commissions voted in 2017 to repeal a 
2015 net neutrality rule. Supporters of the change said ending net 
neutrality would encourage innovation and free the industry from 
burdensome regulations. Opponents fear the change will lead internet 
service providers (ISPs) to charge more for some content and price out 
low-income consumers. 
 
State Sen. Larry Farnese, D-Philadelphia, has introduced a bill in the 
Senate that would make the internet a public utility and require ISPs to 
follow net neutrality rules. ISPs that do not follow the rules would be 
banned from holding contracts with the state. A second bill introduced 
by Farnese would require ISPs to treat all information on the internet 
equally. State Rep. Elizabeth Fiedler, D-Philadelphia, introduced a 
similar bill in the House. The three bills remain in committees. 
 
Some lawmakers are concerned the rules could eventually hurt the 
economy by making internet access cost-prohibitive, and some have 
argued that Broadband Internet Service Access is regulating the 
Internet. That is not true, testified Gladys Brown Dutrieuille, chairman 
of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, at a recent hearing of 
the Senate Democratic Policy Committee. “BIAS oversight is not 
regulating the Internet any more than the post office is regulating the 
content of the mail,” Dutrieuille said. Lawmakers asked panelists what 
happens in 10 years if no changes are made to net neutrality. 
 
Change will happen, but it will be slow, said Joshua Stager, senior 
policy counsel and Government Affairs lead for the Open Technology 
Institute. A two-tiered internet will be created – one for the haves and 
one for the have-nots, “where if you can pay for the fast lane you get it, 
if you can’t you go to the slow lane,” he said. 
 
Six states have approved net neutrality rules, including Pennsylvania’s 
neighbor, New Jersey. The committee recently heard testimony from 
Andrew Zwicker, a New Jersey assemblyman, who said the federal 
government has left it up to the states. “An open internet is key to 
innovation, it’s key to economic development, and I do not believe it’s 
grandiose to say it is a key to the common core of our democracy,” 
Zwicker told the panel. 
 
Farnese has been discussing net neutrality since the FCC’s ruling. In 
2018, he encouraged Gov. Tom Wolf to issue an executive order 
addressing the issue. Attorney General Josh Shapiro joined 21 other 
states in a lawsuit opposing the FCC’s net neutrality rollback. – The 
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A divided Pennsylvania House voted Wednesday to ban the use of 
handheld phones for all drivers to make calls, although police would 
not be allowed to stop motorists for that reason alone. 
 
Representatives voted 120-74 for the proposal that would expand 
current law, which bans any texting and prohibits the use of handheld 
devices to make phone calls for truckers and other commercial 
drivers. The prime sponsor, Rep. Rosemary Brown, R-Monroe, said 
she was disappointed that the House had amended the bill so that 
police could not stop drivers for using handheld phones, making it 
instead a secondary offense that would result in more severe penalties 
when paired with another violation. 
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Brown voted for the bill and said she hoped to continue working on the 
legislation as it goes to the state Senate for its consideration. A 
spokeswoman for the Senate's majority Republicans said the caucus 
has not reviewed the matter and offered no thoughts on its potential for 
passage. The proposal in the House split both the Republican and 
Democratic caucuses, unusual in a chamber where divisions usually 
follow party lines. 
 
Minority Whip Jordan Harris, D-Philadelphia, voted for it after speaking 
about how black drivers could be exposed to racial profiling stops if the 
language had not been amended to make it a secondary violation. “As 
an African-American male who crisscrosses this commonwealth, I am 
nervous at times when I'm driving in Pennsylvania,” Harris said. “That 
is real.” 
 
Rep. Mike Carroll, D-Luzerne, called the bill a step backward, warning 
it could result in more highway deaths because texting would also be a 
secondary offense. Current law lets officers pull over drivers they 
believe are texting, but critics say that does not happen often enough 
because officers can't necessary distinguish calling from texting in a 
moving vehicle. “This advances nothing, this makes things worse,” said 
Carroll, who said his in-laws were killed in a texting-related crash in the 
Philadelphia suburbs several years ago. 
 
Current law carries a $50 fine for texting while driving. The pending bill 
would make either texting or making calls while driving punishable by a 
$150 fine. There would be exceptions so drivers can use handheld 
phones to call 911. The bill also would require driver’s education 
training for teens on the handheld device driving prohibition. – 
Associated Press  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
The broadcast and cable networks have issued a joint request to 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell requesting that they be able 
to use C-SPAN cameras for coverage of the impeachment trial of 
President Donald Trump. The current plan for next week's trial 
coverage has TV depending on the video feed provided by the Senate 
Recording Studio, which according to C-SPAN will have a restricted 
view of the floor debates. 
 
C-SPAN, the nonprofit service that carries federal government 
proceedings and provides them to cable and satellite operators, raised 
the issue in a Dec. 19 letter to McConnell. "We believe, and hope you 
will agree, that the American public deserves a more comprehensive 
view of the Senate trial," said the letter from C-SPAN President and 
Co-Chief Executive Susan Swain. 
 
ABC, CBS, NBC, Fox News and CNN backed C-SPAN's request in 
their own joint letter on Jan. 10, noting that the feed would be important 
for their coverage. "C-SPAN has extensive expertise in covering all 
aspects of Congress and a commitment to the institution that makes 
them ideally suited to this task," said the letter, which was obtained by 
the Los Angeles Times. "C-SPAN and the networks share resources to 
cover historic events such as this and we all believe that the cameras 
C-SPAN could provide for all our viewers would well serve the 
American viewing public and our democracy." 
 



Two representatives for the networks said McConnell's office has yet to 
respond to the request. The letters are part of growing push back by 
journalism organizations over the restrictions that are being put on 
coverage of the trial set to commence Tuesday. The Standing 
Committee of Correspondents, which represents credentialed 
journalists who work in the Senate and House press galleries in 
Washington, have already issued complaints on the limitations put on 
their coverage. The access reporters and photographers have to 
Senate members will be restricted during the trial by the Senate 
Sergeant at Arms and Capitol Police. – Los Angeles Times   

 

 

   

 

  

 


