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Comscore Inc.’s new deal with TV station owner Nexstar Media Group 
Inc. is the latest sign the ad industry is warming to alternative TV 
currencies. For decades, Nielsen Holdings ’ TV viewing data has 
underpinned the vast bulk of transactions between media companies 
and advertisers. But recent events, including ComScore’s inroads in 
local TV and Nielsen’s ongoing contract dispute with CBS Corp. , point 
to intensifying competition. 
 
To be sure, ad buyers want more options, not a switch from one 
dominant player to another, and Nielsen won’t be dislodged from the 
top spot any time soon, according to industry executives. But as 
traditional audiences scatter, pressure for better metrics is giving 
media companies—as well as Comscore, Nielsen’s main rival—new 
traction against TV’s kingmaker. 
 
The deal with Nexstar, announced Thursday, makes Comscore the 
sole TV ratings provider for Nexstar stations in 97 out of 100 markets, 
including Nashville, Indianapolis and Hartford, up from 51 exclusive 
markets before.  Comscore also recently struck deals for expanded 
relationships with Gray Television and E.W. Scripps Co. “Since we just 
launched this new arrangement, we’re starting to bring those 
[Comscore] currencies to buyers,” said Frank Friedman, VP of local 
media consumer engagement at Scripps and a former media agency 
executive at Publicis Groupe . “We’re seeing the evolution of buyer and 
seller and taking a hard look at how we transact and the currency that 
undergirds what we do.” 
 
Comscore has increased its contracts with station groups in the U.S. 
by 20% year-over-year going into 2019, according to the company, 
including an increase in exclusive contracts. Meanwhile, as Comscore 
gains ground at the local level, Nielsen is sparring with CBS over the 
terms of a deal to replace a contract that ended on Dec. 31. CBS, 
which had been paying Nielsen for a bundle of products, including local 
and national ratings, doesn’t want to pay Nielsen’s proposed rates for 
its local ratings product, among others, according to people familiar 
with the matter. 
 
Media buyers are broadly hoping for a rapprochement, as access to 
Nielsen’s CBS data for both the media buyer and seller makes it easier 
for them to choose and purchase TV ads. But the drama has some 
buyers wondering whether Comscore’s currency, which they are 
increasingly using at the local level, could also serve as an alternative 
at the national level. “The greater utilization and comfort with 
Comscore ratings data increases the possibility of broader use in the 
national TV marketplace,” said Ed Gaffney, managing partner and 
director of implementation research at WPP PLC ad-buying giant 
GroupM.  
 
Mr. Gaffney said GroupM increasingly has been using Comscore data, 
while many local stations are also turning to Comscore ratings in 
negotiations with ad buyers. WPP has a stake in Comscore. Nielsen 
remains the currency of choice in transactions between ad buyers and 
national TV networks, and many station groups with Comscore 
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contracts still use Nielsen in large markets. “The industry relies on 
Nielsen’s accredited measurement to underpin more than $130 billion 
in advertising that is transacted each year,” said a Nielsen spokesman 
in a statement. The spokesman emphasized that Nielsen measures 
viewers down to the “persons-level.” 
 
Unlike Nielsen’s, Comscore’s main currency isn’t based on a panel of 
individuals who represent chosen demographics. Rather, it has used 
data from devices such as set-top boxes to determine what different 
profiles of household—households with women aged 18 to 49, for 
example—are watching on TV. Comscore’s product is in some cases 
seen as more appealing for local stations, in part because its 
methodology tends to reflect more positively on their performance, 
media executives said. 
 
Nielsen is working on an updated currency that uses information 
gleaned from set-top boxes and other data as well as its panel. The 
product has been introduced in some small markets, but a wider rollout 
that was planned for 2018 has been delayed, a person familiar with the 
matter said. “There’s a lack of confidence in the [Neilsen’s] new 
methodology and inconsistency as it reflects on our markets,” said Bob 
Smith, chief operating officer of Gray Television. Gray recently 
expanded its relationship with Comscore and some of its stations 
exclusively use Comscore, but the company still works with Nielsen in 
some large markets, Mr. Smith said. 
 
The fight over the measurement pie is intensifying in a period of 
transition at both companies. Both Comscore and Nielsen appointed 
ambitious new CEOs last year. Comscore is seeking to move past 
years of accounting irregularities, while Nielsen has come under 
investor pressure to sell assets. For advertisers who want an improved 
way of accurately gauging TV and video viewership across platforms, a 
key question is which of the two companies will invest faster in new 
products and infrastructure. “We want competition, and we want the 
competition to push both Nielsen and Comscore and potentially others 
into getting us the measurement we need,” said Jane Clarke, chief 
executive at the Coalition for Innovation in Media Measurement. “You 
will definitely see some proposed new currencies in the coming years.” 
– Wall Street Journal  
_______________________________________________ 
 
Amazon.com Inc. launched its first advertising-supported streaming-
video channel, the e-commerce giant’s latest effort to grab a larger 
share of the ad market. IMDb Freedive, which went live on Thursday, 
offers a collection of TV shows and movies on IMDb’s website or 
through Amazon Fire TV devices without having to purchase a 
subscription, said IMDb, a unit of Amazon since 1998. 
 
The catalog of available titles, which includes recent TV shows such as 
“The Bachelor” and “Duck Dynasty” and classics such as “Dallas” and 
“Gilligan’s Island,” will continue to evolve, IMDb said. Available movies 
include “Dracula” and “A Few Good Men.” Digital video is an on-ramp 
to winning a piece of the roughly $210 billion global TV ad market. 
Amazon is on track to become the next juggernaut of online advertising, 
ascending to the No. 3 spot in the U.S. digital ad market behind the 
two dominant players, Alphabet Inc.’s Google and Facebook Inc. 
Though Amazon has just 4% of the market now, the company is 
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expanding its avenues for marketers and hiring aggressively for its ad 
unit.  
 
Amazon has been a player in streaming video for years through its 
Prime Video service, which started as a perk for subscribers of the 
online retailer’s annual Prime shipping service and has emerged as a 
challenger to Netflix Inc. The company spent heavily to produce and 
acquire streaming-video content including critically acclaimed shows 
such as “Transparent” and “The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel.” Unlike Prime 
Video, IMDb Freedive will be free of charge and feature advertising. 
The channel will compete directly with Pluto TV and Tubi TV, and 
Sinclair Broadcast Group Inc. is also entering the field with its STIRR 
streaming service. 
 
Most of the leading streaming services are ad free. Hulu, which was 
launched in 2008, had been the rare player to include advertising 
breaks during programming. The company has added a tier, at a 
higher price, that allows viewing to watch interruption. Hulu is owned 
by Walt Disney Co., Comcast Corp., AT&T Inc. and 21st Century Fox 
Inc., whose stake is being transferred to Disney as part of its 
acquisition of Fox assets. – Wall Street Journal  
_______________________________________________ 
 
Twenty-First Century Fox said here on Friday it does not plan to bid for 
any of the regional sports networks that Walt Disney Co may need to 
sell to win U.S. Justice Department's approval for its purchase of Fox's 
film and TV assets.  
 
Fox Chairman Lachlan Murdoch said in November it was still an “open 
question” whether the company will buy back the regional sports 
networks it sold to Disney in July as part of the $71 billion deal. Disney 
won a bidding war last year against cable company Comcast Corp. to 
acquire Fox’s assets. But the U.S. Justice Department has said 
Disney, which owns cable sports network ESPN, must divest Fox’s 22 
networks that provide sports programming for regional and local 
markets. After the Disney sale is completed, Fox will carve out a new 
company, including Fox News, Business, Sports and the Broadcasting 
Company which it expects to have annual revenue of around $10 
billion. – Reuters  
_______________________________________________ 
Pennsylvania will have two Democrats on the powerful House Ways 
and Means Committee this session. U.S. Reps. Dwight 
Evans and Brendan Boyle are among 10 new members joining that 
panel, the committee announced this week. Ways and Means is the 
oldest committee in Congress and the chief tax-writing panel, with 
jurisdiction over tariffs, trade, Social Security, and Medicare, among 
other issues. It also has the authority to request any individual’s IRS 
filings, a power that putting it at the center of Democratic efforts to 
seek President Donald Trump’s tax returns. 
 
The appointment of Evans and Boyle means that Pennsylvania again 
will have two majority members on that panel. Last session, 
Republican Reps. Pat Meehan, of Delaware County, and Mike Kelly, of 
Erie County, were on the committee. Evans said in a statement that he 
intends to use the committee post to “advance my policy ideas to 
tackle our 26 percent poverty rate, crumbling infrastructure, & protect 
and expand health care.” 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yI05mAqJ3ute-aHmLX6uO5fb3apYZgt6PFVpTNVXoDGFMosXmPkL3xcip01YWFbP5itYgaRfoZHg2En3G9E6cZpDBxYktBvhvlSRREh9MBsmg3qHF8_iQ8OQvAkpYsIitfK9A_Llty98-m8aEppD13xi20XbDekSxm_opjyg1TgXsH2FfG_Zep94kHUrIxb1d1pGwhqQ1EFoW4wOrm_2IqgztcpidzAldmvDHvobKJsiovLEl4SHr4sIym-giyiC&c=7YTgpVYjHRzgpB39vUkELmxyJtWids6cizOQYovmsYOVW751ndKvcw==&ch=x0WNCAqOLFkapThITbnOVrxXEgwrpTrWy6j_XGWzG3Oed9jqIi2yDg==


At age 41, Boyle will be one of the youngest members of that panel. “I 
am grateful for this committee nomination, particularly at this point 
relatively early in my congressional career, and I will use my new 
position to fight to give Pennsylvanians of every zip code a shot at the 
American dream,” Boyle said. – Allentown Morning Call  
_______________________________________________ 
Gov. Wolf’s inauguration has The Roots ... but no Gritty. That’s life in 
politics. One minute, you’ve landed a tremendous hip-hop band 
like the Roots for your inauguration. The next, a suddenly famous 
sports mascot like the Flyers' Gritty is turning down your 
invitation. Gov. Tom Wolf’s team reports that Gritty is “unfortunately” 
unable to attend. Probably got a big game that night, right? Nope. The 
Flyers are not taking to the ice Tuesday.  
 
The Eagles' Swoop and the Phillie Phanatic will attend Wolf’s big party 
on Tuesday. Some mascots from Pittsburgh sports teams will be there 
too, but really, who cares about the Pirate Parrot or Iceberg from the 

Penguins?  Don’t feel bad, governor. As we’ve noted before, 
Gritty stood up City Council on the day he was due to accept 
a resolution in his honor. – Philadelphia Daily News  
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