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Verizon Communications Inc. is eliminating traditional cable bundles 
and the handcuffs that often came with them, making it easier for 
households to switch video packages in the hopes they won’t cut the 
cord entirely. The telecommunications company will allow Fios 
customers to select their home internet speeds and television 
packages separately, at preset rates. Rather than locking customers 
into one- or two-year contracts, customers will be able to change either 
service monthly, if they wish. 
 
“Some customers just want internet with us. We are not trying to force 
them into a bundle,” said Frank Boulben, a Verizon senior vice 
president. The changes do away with traditional bundle promotions 
that expire after a year or two, often leaving customers with much 
heftier bills. “We wanted to eliminate that pain point altogether,” Mr. 
Boulben said. Other major pay-TV providers have tried to discourage 
cord-cutting by adding cellular services to their offerings. Comcast 
Corp., Charter Communications Inc. and Altice USA Inc. have rolled 

out lower-cost wireless plans for customers who pay for home internet 
or television.  
 
Under the new pricing plans, Verizon will sell three tiers of internet 
speeds, ranging from $55 to $80 a month, including router costs. 
Customers can also bring their own router and save $15 on the two 
lower-speed plans. There are several packages of cable-TV channels, 
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starting at $50 a month, plus $12 per set-top box. The company will 
also sell the YouTube TV streaming service, which costs $50 a 
month. The new structure offers Verizon an opportunity to gain 
incremental revenue from a pay-TV business that has suffered 
customer defections as more consumers have embraced streaming 
services, such as Netflix and HBO, or live-TV streaming services such 
as Sling TV and Hulu + Live TV.  
 
Those services plus new entrants such as Disney+ and Amazon Prime 
Video have chipped away at cable TV’s appeal, reshaping competition 
among cable companies and even Hollywood studios. The crowded 
market and rising content costs have prompted some changes. Sling 
TV and AT&T Inc. recently raised prices for their live-TV streaming 
services, while Sony Corp. is shutting its PlayStation Vue 

service. Verizon’s moves also highlight how lower-cost streaming 
services that were once scrappy upstarts are becoming enmeshed in 
offers from traditional cable providers. YouTube TV, which started out 
charging $35 for 40 channels, now carries about 70 channels, including 
ESPN and HGTV.  
 
Verizon’s new lowest-cost TV plan will offer consumers an average of 
125 channels, including five they identify as their favorites. The rest of 
the channels they receive will be based on those preferences and they 
can adjust their favorites each month. Verizon in 2015 began offering 
Fios TV packages that allowed customers to only buy clusters of 

channels they wanted to watch. That move at the time drew criticism 

from ESPN, which said the move wasn’t authorized by its existing 
agreements. Mr. Boulben said the new cable-TV offerings were 
compliant with existing agreements Verizon has with cable networks.  
 
In addition to doing away with one- and two-year commitments, many 
fees that previously popped up on consumer bills will be included in the 
advertised prices. For example, Fios customers typically pay as much 
as $8.89 a month in regional-sports-network fees, as well as a $6.49-a-
month broadcast fee. New and existing customers can switch to the 
contract-free plans. Ronan Dunne, head of Verizon’s consumer group, 
told investors earlier this week that allowing customers to mix and 
match wireless unlimited plans had generated incremental revenue as 
some subscribers opt to buy more costly streaming quality, hot-spot 
usage and amounts of data. He said the company had the same 
opportunity within its traditional home internet and video business. 
 
Verizon has reported net losses of Fios video customers in each 
quarter since the start of 2017. It lost 174,000 such customers in the 
first nine months of 2019, ending September with 4.2 million 
connections. Meanwhile, the company has added Fios internet 
customers in each quarter since mid-2016. It had 5.9 million Fios 
internet connections at the end of September, about 3% more than a 
year earlier. – Wall Street Journal  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
The House on Wednesday passed a slew of bills aimed at giving the 
U.S. a leg up over China in the race to implement the super-fast next-
generation wireless networks known as 5G.  
The trio of bipartisan bills, which passed the House near-unanimously, 
would funnel U.S. government resources into steering international 
wireless policy while securing the burgeoning networks against 
cyberattacks and foreign influence.  The legislation comes as the U.S. 
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works to win the "race to 5G," which will enable a generation of 
Internet-connected devices and offer mobile data speeds up to 100 
times what is currently possible. Congress and the Trump 
administration have been working to diminish the power of Chinese 
telecommunications companies currently dominating the 5G 
industry while pouring more money into efforts to build out the 
networks in the U.S.  
 
“All three of these bills are important for securing America’s wireless 
future, and we hope they won’t languish in the Senate," Energy and 
Commerce Committee Chairman Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-N.J.) 
and communications subcommittee Chairman Mike Doyle (D-Pa.) said in 
a statement. The House on Wednesday also passed a resolution 
calling on the U.S. to follow a set of international cybersecurity 
standards as it develops 5G capabilities.  "The next generation of next-
generation telecommunications systems is going to revolutionize our 
economy," Rep. Tom O'Halleran (D-Ariz.) said on the House floor 
ahead of the vote. "With the rapid expansion of new technology 
infrastructure, it is critical that these systems are secure, and the 
privacy of all Americans is protected."   
 
Two of the bills – the Promoting United States International Leadership 

in 5G Act and Promoting United States Wireless Leadership Act – would 
require the U.S. to become more involved in international standard-
setting bodies around wireless networks, which have seen increased 
involvement from China in recent years. Together, the bills would direct 
the Secretary of State and a key telecom adviser to boost America's 
presence on communications panels around the world. The U.S. has 
long warned against allowing China to set the standards around 5G 
network development, pointing to Beijing's track record of disregarding 
human rights and intellectual property rules.   
 
Meanwhile, the Secure 5G and Beyond Act, which passed 413-3, 
would draw up a "whole-of-government" strategy to protect U.S. 
telecommunications networks from national security threats posed by 
Chinese telecommunications companies like Huawei and ZTE, which 
are currently leading the rollout of 5G networks 
worldwide.  Rep. Abigail Spanberger (D-Va.), who introduced the 
bill with a group of bipartisan colleagues last year, warned against the 
growing influence of Huawei and ZTE on Wednesday, pointing to her 
legislation as an effective method to knee-cap the successful Chinese 
companies. “To protect the privacy, data, and security of American 
consumers and companies, we need a national game plan to defend 
U.S. wireless systems from the next wave of cyber threats," 
Spanberger said. "As we witness the growing influence of foreign-
based 5G companies like Huawei and ZTE, this bill would level the 
playing field for American tech companies and defend the online 
security of American families and businesses." 
 
The Secure 5G and Beyond Act would require the administration to 
create an “unclassified national strategy” to protect the U.S. consumers 
and allies from threats to 5G systems. The strategy would include 
language on ways to encourage research and development by U.S. 
companies around maintaining access to 5G for all Americans, and on 
protecting the “competitiveness” of U.S. companies. The House bill has 
a companion in the Senate, increasing the likelihood that it will reach 
the president's desk. – The Hill  
_______________________________________________________ 
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Some readers were surprised Wednesday when Teen Vogue 
published an article on its website headlined “How Facebook Is Helping 
Ensure the Integrity of the 2020 Election.” “As the 2020 campaign 
gains speed, Facebook is taking measures to protect against foreign 
interference and stop the spread of misinformation,” Teen Vogue’s 
article began. “Social media is a fertile space for civic participation, and 
Facebook is at the forefront of encouraging civic discourse. But with 
the company’s huge platform comes huge responsibility.”  
 
Sheryl Sandberg, Facebook’s chief operating officer, and Rob 
Leathern, director of product management at Facebook, shared the 
article on social media. Given the tide of misinformation on Facebook 
and its policy not to fact-check ads by politicians, some observers 
asked if the article was actually sponsored content. Teen Vogue soon 
added an editor’s note stipulating that the article was in fact sponsored. 
Then the online publication removed the note and, soon after, erased 
the entire piece from the internet. “Uh-Oh,” an error message on Teen 
Vogue’s website now reads. 
 
Facebook had commissioned sponsored content as part of a larger 
sponsorship of the three-day Teen Vogue Summit last November, but 
ultimately changed its mind about that aspect of the deal, according to 
a person familiar with the situation. The article was already in the 
system at Teen Vogue, however, and a communications lapse led to 
its publication and mislabeling. “We had a paid partnership with Teen 
Vogue related to their women’s summit, which included sponsored 
content,” Facebook said in a statement. “Our team understood this 
story was purely editorial, but there was a misunderstanding.” 
 
A spokesman for Teen Vogue publisher Condé Nast said a series of 
labeling errors led to the article’s publication and apologized for any 
confusion about it. “We don’t take our audience’s trust for granted, and 
ultimately decided that the piece should be taken down entirely to 
avoid further confusion,” the spokesman added.  
 
Sponsored content that mimics the editorial content around it but that 
is labeled as advertising has become common on websites and social 
media. “Sponsored content is valuable to marketers because it 
leverages the expertise in storytelling at the media organization in a 
trusted environment,” said Jason Kint, chief executive officer of Digital 
Content Next, a trade association for premium publishers. “Having it be 
properly labeled so that the audience knows it is sponsored content is 
critical to maintaining that trust.” – Wall Street Journal; more from 

Reuters   
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