
The 2019 Pennsylvania Farm Show, the nation’s largest indoor agricultural showcase and 

kicking off this weekend, will be covered exclusively by PCN for the 25
th
 consecutive 

year. PCN of course is funded by Pennsylvania’s participating cable systems that 
voluntarily carry its programming as a public service. Don’t miss the exclusive coverage of 

the 103
rd
 Pennsylvania Farm Show on the nation’s preeminent statewide public affairs 

network – PCN!  Check out the schedule which runs through next week.  
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Verizon Fios customers on Thursday regained access to key broadcast 
channels, including WUSA the CBS station in the nation’s capital, that 
had been blacked out for days because of a contract dispute with a 
major media company, Tegna. 
 
Verizon and Tegna said in a statement that they had reached “a 
multiyear carriage agreement” that restores stations including WVEC, 
a local ABC station in Norfolk, and WGRZ, the NBC station in Buffalo, 
ending an outage that had affected what analysts estimated was about 
1 million Verizon customers nationwide.  
 
The resolution comes just days before high-profile sports events this 
weekend, such as the NFL playoffs, which are broadcast in part on 
CBS and NBC and are among the most-watched shows of the year. 
Tegna and Verizon declined to comment on the specifics of the 
deal. The Tegna dispute was just one of several blackouts that have 
swept the country in recent weeks as many content companies' 
contracts with TV providers came up for renewal at the end of 2018. 
Blackouts hit TV viewers as many as 140 times last year, according to 
the American Television Alliance, a trade association representing 
distributors and independent programmers. 
 
This week, Verizon resolved a separate carriage dispute with Disney, 
which prevented ESPN and ABC from going dark on Fios customers in 
numerous markets. But HBO’s programming dispute with Dish Network 
remains unresolved. On Wednesday, broadcast channels in major 
markets suddenly went dark for Spectrum TV customers as Charter 
Communications — the nation’s second-largest cable company with 
over 16 million TV subscribers — failed to sign a new programming 
contract with Tribune Media.  
 
As many as 24 markets are affected by the TV blackout, including 
Denver, Houston, New York, Los Angeles and St. Louis. Tribune pulled 
its signal at 5 p.m. Eastern time after negotiations stalled. Charter 
subscribers can still catch the NFL playoffs through other means, such 
as by streaming games on Yahoo Sports or the National Football 
League app. But some alternatives require consumers to pay 
additional fees. 
 
Tribune, which controls 33 broadcast stations across the affected 
markets, had asked Charter to pay more than twice what it currently 
does for the same content going forward, said Charter spokeswoman 
Nathalie Burgos. “That is more than we pay any other broadcaster. 
They’re not being reasonable,” Charter said in a statement. Providers 
such as Charter must pay significant sums to programming companies 
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for the right to distribute their shows and channels. But as more 
Americans have canceled their cable subscriptions in recent years, 
financial pressure has risen for both sides as each seeks to adapt to 
shifting consumer tastes. T 
 
Tribune said as many as 6 million Charter subscribers have lost 
access to news, weather and traffic from their local broadcast stations 
as a result of the breakdown. As many as 14 million have lost access 
to WGN America, Tribune’s basic cable channel, across Charter’s 
entire network, it said. “We’re extremely disappointed we do not have 
an agreement on the renewal of our contract with Spectrum,” said Gary 
Weitman, Tribune’s senior vice president for corporate relations. 
“We’ve offered Spectrum fair market rates … Spectrum has refused 
our offer and failed to negotiate in a meaningful fashion.” Spectrum is a 
brand under which Charter markets its services. – Washington Post  
_______________________________________________ 
Bob Brady is done with Congress. But is he ready for reefer? 
 
Brady on Thursday ended two decades of service in the U.S. House. 
That got us thinking about something Brady told us two weeks ago as 

we trailed him from Philadelphia to the District of Columbia in the final 
weeks of his term.  The chairman of the Democratic City Committee 
said he had never smoked marijuana and wanted to try it. Was it legal 
in Pennsylvania now? he wondered aloud in a car headed for the 
Capitol.  
 
“I’m gonna do it," Brady declared. "And I ain’t gonna wait for the law. I 
could care less.” (NewsClips editor note: It looks like we have our 

“Quote of the Week” for next week’s bcapsules.)  
 
The good news: Brady has agreed to let Clout document his first time 
sparking up. The bad news: He changed his mind and now says that 
won’t happen until it is legal. Here again, there may be a mix of good 
and bad news. 
 
The Pennsylvania path to legalization of marijuana is uncertain at best. 
Gov. Tom Wolf said last month that it is time for the state to “take a 
serious look” at the issue, but leaders of the Republican-controlled 
General Assembly slammed his remarks on legalization as 
reckless. Across the Delaware River, New Jersey Gov. Phil 
Murphy won office in part on a pledge of legalization, even if that effort 
is stalled in the Legislature at the moment.  
 
Brady throws a “Brady Bunch" party each July in North Wildwood, not 
too far from his beach house there. If legal by then, this could be an 
excellent time to kick back and experience the surfside kush. How did 
we get here? Brady said he told the students in the Organizational 
Dynamics class he taught at the University of Pennsylvania that he had 
never smoked marijuana but planned to try it. A student came up to 
him after class and offered him three joints. 
 
He laughed and gave them back. Something tells us that kid got a 
good grade anyway. As you might imagine, Brady is a traditionalist. He 
flatly rejected the idea of marijuana edibles. “I want the smell, I want to 
pass the joint, I want the laughing bag. I want all that s---," he said. "I 
don’t need a godd--n strawberry.” Sounds motivated, right? But don’t 
pass the dutchie just yet. “I’ve waited this long already, might as well 
wait until it’s legal,” Brady told us. "Maybe I’ll smoke with you.” – 
Philadelphia Daily News   
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