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NTCA – The Rural Broadband Association and the Fiber Broadband 
Association (FBA) have asked the FCC to use a broadband speed definition of 
one gigabit per second (Gbps) symmetrical for the commission’s next annual 
broadband deployment report. As a fallback, the associations say the speed 
should at least be set at 100 Mbps symmetrical. 
  
Broadband was defined as 25/3 Mbps service in the latest FCC broadband 
deployment report and in reports for the last five years, the associations noted 
in a letter to the FCC. But that speed “does not reflect today’s reality,” the letter 
argues. “We need to plan ahead, building networks that are both useful now 
and will remain useful in more than a decade when Americans will rely upon 
them to an even greater extent for so many aspects of everyday life,” the 
associations said. “To achieve a fully connected future and avoid perpetuating 
digital divides, we cannot afford to resign some Americans to second-class 
service – we need to aim higher and do better.” 
  
The letter cites research from RVA that shows that residential demand for both 
upstream and downstream bandwidth has increased at a rate of 20% to 25% 
annually for over two decades. According to the FBA, the peak demand for a 
family of four is currently 85 Mbps downstream and 48 Mbps upstream and is 
expected to exceed 400 Mbps symmetric in roughly seven years.  
  
Nationwide, as of 2018 FCC data, more than 85% of Americans had access to 
broadband delivering 250/50 Mbps and the median speed that households 
subscribed to had reached 100/10 Mbps. The speeds in some rural areas are 
considerably lower, however, driving digital divide concerns. The letter also 
notes that some stakeholders may argue that an increased benchmark will 
favor all-fiber networks, which would undermine the concept that broadband 
policy should be technologically neutral. The associations argue, though, that 
“policymakers should not sacrifice the technological superiority of all-fiber 
networks, especially when allocating precious government resources for those 
most in need of reliable, high-performance . . . broadband connections.” 
  
In the annual FCC broadband deployment report, the commission is required 
to make a determination whether broadband is being deployed in a timely 
manner – and that determination, as well as the broadband speed definition on 
which it is based, are a matter of contention each time the report is issued.  
  
In years when the report has concluded that broadband isn’t being deployed in 
a timely fashion, some groups representing large telcos have complained, and 
in years when the report has supported the pace of broadband deployment, 
smaller rural telco groups have complained. 
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As he seeks to 
overturn Pa.’s 
election, Trump 
invites GOP 
senators to White 
House lunch 

 

NewsClips 
returns Monday, 
December 28.  
Merry Christmas 
from everyone at 
BCAP!   

 

When the speed was raised to 25/3 Mbps, some argued that the level was set 
too high. And undoubtedly there will be those who argue that 1 Gbps – or even 
100 Mbps – is too high. But it would seem to be increasingly difficult to justify 
the current 25/3 Mbps speed level, considering the usage data cited in the 
letter, as well as other research that has been released in the last year or so. 
– Telecompetitor  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
The Republican chairman of the Pennsylvania State Senate’s appropriations 
committee said Wednesday he hopes President Donald Trump signs the $900 
billion stimulus package that he says would boost the state’s revenue capacity. 
  
State Sen. Pat Browne, R-Lehigh, said the president should accept what 
Congress worked on in bipartisan fashion: a bill that gives direct payments to 
families and relief to its businesses and one that Democratic Gov. Tom Wolf 
called “vital support” for the state. “What’s before [Mr. Trump] will provide a 
tremendous service to those in need in our communities and he should sign it,” 
Mr. Browne said. 
  
As communities in Pennsylvania and across the country await help from the 
federal government in battling the ever-resilient COVID-19 pandemic, Mr. 
Trump has threatened to derail Congress’ relief and year-end package, 
demanding that lawmakers increase direct payments for most Americans from 
$600 to $2,000 for individuals and $4,000 for couples, a boost most 
Republicans strongly oppose. 
  
Though he said he would have preferred direct relief for state and local 
governments be included in the package, Mr. Browne said “what they did do 
will have positive effects on our revenue capacity” — as the state is set to face 
an anticipated $3 billion budget hole come June, based on estimates. Mr. 
Browne, who insisted he’s more hopeful now about the state’s economy than 
he was months ago, said businesses and families worked through the worst 
quarter in U.S. history — the second quarter of 2020 — into a third quarter that 
resulted in the state being able to add an extra $2 billion in revenue capacity to 
help close its budget. The Republican chair said he is confident the same 
dynamic will play out in the first and second quarters of 2021. 
  
Mr. Browne said he can’t yet prescribe what solutions will be undertaken to fix 
the projected fiscal deficit, but said the strategies could change depending on 
economic activity at the start of 2021. “The bottom line is, that is our 
responsibility,” Mr. Browne said of patching the deficit, noting that he would 
have preferred having additional federal aid to help — which he hopes will 
come from Congress come springtime. 
  
Sen. Vincent Hughes, the Democratic chairman of the appropriations 
committee, said though the stimulus doesn’t help states and municipalities nor 
support homeowners facing mortgages, it gets more money to small 
businesses on main street and in disadvantaged communities — with, in many 
cases, grants instead of loans. Mr. Hughes said he sees the bill as a bridge to 
a more robust and responsive program that “better reflects the real needs of 
America’s people” once President-elect Joe Biden and Vice-President-elect 
Kamala Harris take office Jan. 20.  
  
Mr. Wolf, calling the stimulus package “long overdue,” cited the direct 
payments, protections to unemployment benefits, a new round of paycheck 
protection loans, rental assistance and funds for contact tracing, testing and 
vaccine distribution as the “vital support” Pennsylvania needed, and will 
get. “Now, as our commonwealth and our nation face an unprecedented surge 
of COVID-19, this new aid package is a necessary step toward meeting the 
needs of our people and helping Pennsylvania families and businesses survive 
the upheaval caused by this dangerous virus,” Mr. Wolf said in a statement. 
  
But the stimulus package can’t be the last step, Mr. Wolf said. For example, he 
added, more funding is needed for restaurants, bars and the service industry at 
large. “More funding is needed for direct payments to individuals and families,” 
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Mr. Wolf said. “More funding is needed for state and local governments and 
the critical services they provide.” For his part, Mr. Wolf, on Wednesday, asked 
the legislature to authorize the transfer of $145 million from the state insurance 
department’s Workers’ Compensation Security Fund for grants for businesses 
impacted by COVID-19. The governor said the advocacy for additional support 
from the federal government needs to continue, and that Congress members 
should not let their constituents “suffer for another nine months without the 
additional aid they desperately need.”  
  
Senate Minority Leader Jay Costa, D-Forest Hills, said the stimulus package 
will provide “some desperately needed assistance to families in Pennsylvania” 
— but doesn’t address all of their needs. More needs to be done, especially at 
the state level, he said — as 240,000 Pennsylvania families are on the cusp of 
losing their homes and need a fix to assistance programs and an extension to 
the eviction and foreclosure moratorium. “The PA Senate Democrats 
introduced a $4 billion assistance package that would address needs ranging 
from [unemployment compensation] to school aid to [personal protective 
equipment] to food security and more,” Mr. Costa said in a statement. “We 
would be very interested in garnering bipartisan support for that plan. 
– Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
News and politics in 2020 hit the Keystone State like a pair of tag-team brutes. 
It was a year of body-slams. A novel coronavirus, contagious and deadly, 
wasn’t enough. There was racial and civil unrest. A contested presidential race 
drawing the world’s attention. And more anger, sorrow and division than any 
one year should hold. There was torment throughout the country. But 
Pennsylvania sure had its share. In disease, death and politics. 
  
Democratic Gov. Tom Wolf fought with the Republican legislature over, well, 
everything. The GOP hated Wolf’s COVID-19 response, from his business, 
booze and church shutdowns to his traffic light (red, yellow, green) reopening 
plan. From withholding funds from Lebanon County when it refused to play by 
his rules to ending indoor dining as virus cases climbed. 
  
Clashes over masking, police protests, mail-in voting and the legitimacy of Joe 
Biden’s election played out here with as much or more ardor as 
anywhere. Through it all, every controversy - over science, COVID-19 
restrictions, voting, election litigation – mirrored our national divide, in which 
positions on  both sides are hardwired regardless of truth, facts or common 
sense.  
  
The result? Any incident, no matter its import, lures a stinging swarm of 
rebukes (common to but not confined to social media) clouding reasoned 
discourse. We don’t talk about things. We squawk about them. And we did so 
in 2020. About weird stuff, brave stuff, stupid stuff and irresponsible stuff. 
Examples are legion. Some are noteworthy. 
  
Worst example from executive branch: Wolf, in June, marching in a Black 
Lives Matter non-socially-distanced protest after telling everyone to stay out of 
crowds. It violated his own orders and suggested things weren’t as dangerous 
as he said.  
Worst example from legislative branch: The (what-me-worry?) unmasked men 
of the GOP, especially Franklin County Sen. Doug Mastriano and Lebanon 
County Rep. Russ Diamond, continually sent messages that masks are for 
wimps.  
Oddest example of fun with flags: The state’s official let’s legalize-cannabis 
dude, Lt. Gov. John Fetterman, flying a stoner flag from the balcony of his 
front-and-center Capitol office -- even after finger-waving GOP senators 
banned same. Welcome to the people’s house. Smoke `em if ya got `em.  
Strongest show of GOP Toadyism: A month after the election, 60-plus 
Republican lawmakers, including often sensible House Speaker Bryan Cutler 
and Majority Leader Kerry Bennington, signed a “we was robbed!” letter urging 
Congress to toss the state’s vote for Joe Biden.  
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Best reason for GOP toadyism: State Senate GOP Leader Kim Ward told  The 
New York Times if she publicly said she didn’t want to sign a letter rejecting 
Pennsylvania’s vote, “I’d get my house bombed tonight.” Hey, better safe than 
sorry.  
Most puzzling campaign TV ad: Eugene DePasquale  doing exercise routines 
from CrossFit, where, according to its website, “The magic is in the 
movement.” The magic didn’t work. Democrat DePasquale lost his bid to 
unseat Republican U.S. Rep. Scott Perry in the largely rural, right-leaning 10th 
Congressional District.  
Most Sisyphean legislative effort: Butler County Republican Rep. Daryl 
Metcalfe calling for Wolf’s impeachment last summer and again last week 
while also asking Wolf to convene a special legislative session the last two 
weeks of December to focus on “election issues.”  
Quickest to set GOP hair on fire:  Kathy Boockvar, the state’s top election 
official, enflamed Republicans with her handling of mail-in voting, including 
election-eve instruction allowing local election officials to notify voters who 
mailed ballots with errors, and advise they cast a provisional vote. Whew. 
Keep that hydrant handy.  
Weirdest press conference site: Four Seasons (not the hotel) Total 
Landscaping in Northeast Philly, near a sex shop, a crematorium and a jail, 
where Rudy Giuliani argued that Biden only won the state through voter fraud.  
Best use of weird press conference site: Four Seasons (not the hotel) Total 
Landscaping, which immediately started selling T-shirts and such with slogans, 
“Make America Rake Again” and “Lawn and Order.”  
  
There were a few, though too few, positives in the state this year. 
Best public service under fire: Health Secretary Rachel Levine has been vilified 
on social media, talk radio and elsewhere because of COVID-19 restrictions 
but also, too often, solely because she’s transgender. She hasn’t been perfect. 
Yet, tasked with arguably the state’s toughest job in a pandemic, she’s become 
a rock-steady pro.  
Best example of GOP non-toadyism: Republican  Al Schmidt, one of three 
elected Philly commissioners running elections in the city, drew heavy fire from 
President Trump for not joining in stolen-election stunts. Schmidt told 
CBS’s  60 Minutes, “Counting votes cast on or before Election Day by eligible 
voters is not corruption. It is not cheating. It is democracy.”  
Great example of non-government help for small business: Jeff Bartos, 
Montgomery County real estate developer, 2018 GOP lieutenant governor 
candidate, helped start a non-profit, all-volunteer, forgivable loan program, the 
30-Day Fund, for small businesses hurt by COVID. Up to $3,000. No red tape. 
Gettable within three days. Between May and August, it raised close to $2 
million to help 500 businesses around the state.  
A stab at a better legislature: After a year, well,  years, of hyper-partisan 
division in Harrisburg, two House members, Cumberland County Republican 
Rep. Greg Rothman and Philadelphia Democratic Rep. Stephen Kinsey, are 
starting a bipartisan caucus. It’s an effort to bring some compromise, sense or 
at least a measure of civility to the legislature. That’s good. It’ll be better if 
leaders from both parties join.  
  
And finally. 
Best news in 2020: It’s coming to an end. – John Baer’s column 
in Harrisburg Patriot-News  
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