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The Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency planned for a number of 
contingencies in the distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine and will get its first 
test Wednesday: heavy snow. 
  
With the Pittsburgh area expected to receive up to 8 inches and parts of 
central and eastern Pennsylvania a foot or more, state officials said Tuesday 
they are prepared to ensure vaccine deliveries can be made. PEMA Director 
Randy Padfield said the state had been monitoring the storm for several days 
and would activate its emergency operations center to monitor conditions and 
coordinate activities with the Department of Transportation, Turnpike 
Commission and state police. 
  
Melissa Batula, PennDOT’s deputy secretary for highway administration, said 
the department should have its full complement of about 4,700 road crew 
workers available to clean up during and after the storm. The department has 
temporarily transferred some workers from the Erie area, which isn’t expecting 
much snow from this storm, to other parts of the state to beef up areas 
expecting to be hard hit, such as the Interstate 81 corridor. “We will do 
everything in our power to make sure the vaccine gets through,” she said. “We 
need the public’s help in dealing with weather.” 
  
Ms. Batula and others said the biggest help motorists could provide would be 
to stay home unless they are front-line workers or have an emergency. The 
storms’s arrival at the beginning vaccine distribution “adds complications” to 
the state’s response, Mr. Padfield said, adding, “Obviously, there are going to 
be some challenges.” 
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Mr. Padfield said those could include rerouting vaccine deliveries to roads with 
less snow or traffic congestion. Although the vaccine must be kept at ultra-low 
temperatures, Mr. Padfield said it is packed to withstand travel delays, and the 
state could arrange to take dry ice to the delivery vehicles if that becomes 
necessary. 
  
The key to maintaining traffic flow is to avoid multi-vehicle accidents, officials 
said. The state will try to control that by reducing speeds on interstate 
highways and prohibiting tractor-trailers if conditions become too dangerous. In 
the first round of vaccine deliveries this week, 13,650 doses were to be 
delivered to Philadelphia and 97,500 across the rest of the state. Mr. Padfield 
said seven or eight deliveries were scheduled Wednesday and more Thursday, 
but where they were headed was unavailable. 
  
It was also unclear whether the deliveries were coming directly from the Pfizer 
factory in Kalamazoo, Mich., or from a distribution center.  Gov. Tom Wolf said 
the National Guard also would be available to help with problems. 
– Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
A Butler County attorney who previously won a federal lawsuit against the Wolf 
administration over the spring covid-19 shutdown orders filed two new suits 
over the governor’s most recent orders.  
  
The lawsuits — one filed by the Butler Area School District and the other by 
two indoor water parks — allege that Gov. Tom Wolf took action prohibited 
under state law when, on Dec. 12, he issued orders closing entertainment 
venues, limiting indoor capacity to 10 people and prohibiting school students 
from participating in extracurricular activities and athletics. “In both instances, 
he’s exercising powers our clients believe he doesn’t have,” said attorney Tom 
King. In the school district lawsuit, he wrote: “The governor’s powers are not 
absolute, and he cannot act in a manner that violates the Pennsylvania 
Constitution and statutes.” 
  
King filed the suit on behalf of Butler Area School District, as well as the school 
board and several parents, on Monday afternoon in Commonwealth Court. The 
lawsuit contends Wolf and Secretary of Health Dr. Rachel Levine usurped their 
authority relative to how the order affects local school districts.  The lawsuit 
asks the court to reverse the governor’s mitigation order. 
  
In addition to the complaint over the prohibition of after-school activities and 
sports, the lawsuit also challenges an earlier attestation order issued by Levine 
on Nov. 23. That required school districts in counties with two consecutive 
weeks of substantial transmission of the virus to attest to compliance to offer 
in-person instruction. King wrote that the board president, Alvin Vavro, and 
Superintendent Brian J. White Jr. “were forced to acquiesce,” and signed the 
form “under protest.” 
  
The lawsuit alleges the state usurped the board’s authority, as well as that of 
the state legislature. “The attestation requirements, the governor’s mitigation 
order, and the secretary’s mitigation order usurp the powers of the 
Pennsylvania Legislature because they suspend, modify, and are contrary to 
existing Pennsylvania law,” the lawsuit said. 
  
The complaint further alleges that Levine is not authorized to close schools or 
limit in-person instruction, and the secretary of education has no power to 
enforce those orders. “To the contrary, those powers are reserved for the 
boards of school directors as stated below,” King wrote. “The secretary of 
health’s attestation order and mitigation order are in violation of Pennsylvania 
law.” 
  
The complaint cites Pennsylvania’s school code, which grants school board 
directors and individual districts the power to adopt and enforce rules 
“regarding the management of its school affairs and the conduct and 
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deportment” of employees and students. The plaintiffs are asking the court to 
reverse the administration’s orders and grant a permanent injunction to stop 
the administration from prohibiting in-person instruction or banning other 
activities. 
  
In the water park lawsuit, King filed a complaint in federal court in Pittsburgh on 
behalf of Kalahari Resorts & Conventions in Pocono Manor, Monroe County, 
and Conley Resort and Golf in Butler, which operates Pirate’s Cove. The 
lawsuit notes the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has said 
there is no evidence covid spreads through the use of recreational waters, 
including at water parks. The lawsuit said Wolf’s restrictions “permit other 
businesses to continue operations when such businesses have similar, if not 
greater, person-to-person contact and have significantly higher rates of 
infection associated with their business operations.” 
  
The plaintiffs claim the shutdown order arbitrarily affects some businesses and 
not others. “Defendants’ severe treatment of plaintiffs’ business operations, 
while granting preferential treatment to other businesses, is unsupported in fact 
and law,” the complaint says. “Defendants’ shutdown orders treat plaintiffs’ 
water park business operations differently by requiring them to shut down while 
other businesses are allowed to continue to operate at 50% or greater.” 
  
The water parks have successfully implemented the same mitigation measures 
the state asked of other businesses, which were allowed to remain open, 
according to the lawsuit. At Kalahari, which has an occupancy rate of 6,969 
people, the resort implemented a number of additional safety precautions to 
protect against covid, including separate HVAC systems for each guest room; 
installing hand sanitizer stations and plexiglass barriers; removing high-touch 
items from guest rooms; and enhancing cleaning protocols, according to the 
lawsuit. 
  
As a result of the shutdown orders, the lawsuit said, Kalahari projected losses 
of more than $10 million. Under the governor’s order, the water parks fall under 
the “entertainment industry” classification, in which businesses were 
completely shut down. Those also include theaters, concert venues, museums, 
casinos and bowling alleys. That lawsuit asks the court to declare the 
shutdown orders unconstitutional and to issue an order that blocks the state 
from prohibiting their operation. 
  
The water parks’ lawsuit was assigned to U.S. District Judge William S. 
Stickman IV.  In  September, he ruled that Wolf’s initial orders in the spring — 
restricting the size of gatherings and closing non-essential businesses to 
protect against the spread of covid — were unconstitutional. That case is on 
appeal with the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. – Pittsburgh Tribune-
Review  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
A meteorologist notorious for showing up when extremely bad weather is in the 
forecast has arrived in the Lehigh Valley ahead of Wednesday’s storm, 
according to news reports. 
  
Jim Cantore will be in Allentown to report on the impending snow, according 
to the Allentown Morning Call. Their news report said The Weather Channel — 
minus Cantore — last visited the Lehigh Valley ahead of a February 2019 
storm. The Lehigh Valley area could get as much as 18 inches of snow 
between Wednesday and Thursday mornings, coupled with up to 35 mph 
winds, according to National Weather Service projections.  
  
Light snow will start later this morning and grow heavier in the afternoon, 
forecasters said. Similar snow accumulation is expected northwest of 
Harrisburg, but without such gusty winds. A winter storm warning is in effect for 
central Pennsylvania through 7 a.m. Thursday. This is certainly not the first 
time Cantore has headed toward, instead of away, from severe weather. When 
Hurricane Delta was about to strike Louisiana in October, residents erected a 
sign along a local highway that told Cantore to “stay away.” – Pennlive  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jwKhooYKTzTQOIc6qr5rMAzHOZvGHO7eJodcwSR3Vn2itxfoQjVG7b40u37ZYnSIxoPErtAgb6FH3QSP6h8FiEK5eZLoUpvXwkdE9KgZNoxs3Unu9pXAEOF6p5rBZ6ttZL3pTk1jN2hSvsFlrYNArPH-cyhb2hJX_1Y9BL6G970P80us9a_MN9PLS-CIhALiXq3tZZtR1qUSdbP7_7slMWpUBdgxRq-8rOrYctJuxJKdJBFFBj4SlkmzLkpo5Wotqd2CvF7iYKw=&c=YiOttU4Z1aAvobTeiG7aHkyGthSoHY1CoV4FZCxVu7jNBPmJndQe5Q==&ch=9liXIPUSVcu77gf75hCyV9RKgTV4O5RqC1QT_cPsJVhGGshnOJ2oZA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jwKhooYKTzTQOIc6qr5rMAzHOZvGHO7eJodcwSR3Vn2itxfoQjVG7b40u37ZYnSIxoPErtAgb6FH3QSP6h8FiEK5eZLoUpvXwkdE9KgZNoxs3Unu9pXAEOF6p5rBZ6ttZL3pTk1jN2hSvsFlrYNArPH-cyhb2hJX_1Y9BL6G970P80us9a_MN9PLS-CIhALiXq3tZZtR1qUSdbP7_7slMWpUBdgxRq-8rOrYctJuxJKdJBFFBj4SlkmzLkpo5Wotqd2CvF7iYKw=&c=YiOttU4Z1aAvobTeiG7aHkyGthSoHY1CoV4FZCxVu7jNBPmJndQe5Q==&ch=9liXIPUSVcu77gf75hCyV9RKgTV4O5RqC1QT_cPsJVhGGshnOJ2oZA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jwKhooYKTzTQOIc6qr5rMAzHOZvGHO7eJodcwSR3Vn2itxfoQjVG7b40u37ZYnSISoFCrLZxhwfYQeunnPL8qSKFgHG0ig0RzSJSySXr7AyxuE8KzLPk_Foe5i7NPm7tPmnMmJq-GiGOALI-q9ZcHdP4W3idPj9R5wxKwkhi8KbCesSPi3YuqwQxhmlVlJQqeXOawTeD_mSJadP8B55vo4NxAuaE1NzETqc4n1lJAQ2Gt7BmKqN_jilrBc6JHyIAddW2LLT8ESxIzZKycVcYg3zwvXIXaD-1&c=YiOttU4Z1aAvobTeiG7aHkyGthSoHY1CoV4FZCxVu7jNBPmJndQe5Q==&ch=9liXIPUSVcu77gf75hCyV9RKgTV4O5RqC1QT_cPsJVhGGshnOJ2oZA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jwKhooYKTzTQOIc6qr5rMAzHOZvGHO7eJodcwSR3Vn2itxfoQjVG7b40u37ZYnSISoFCrLZxhwfYQeunnPL8qSKFgHG0ig0RzSJSySXr7AyxuE8KzLPk_Foe5i7NPm7tPmnMmJq-GiGOALI-q9ZcHdP4W3idPj9R5wxKwkhi8KbCesSPi3YuqwQxhmlVlJQqeXOawTeD_mSJadP8B55vo4NxAuaE1NzETqc4n1lJAQ2Gt7BmKqN_jilrBc6JHyIAddW2LLT8ESxIzZKycVcYg3zwvXIXaD-1&c=YiOttU4Z1aAvobTeiG7aHkyGthSoHY1CoV4FZCxVu7jNBPmJndQe5Q==&ch=9liXIPUSVcu77gf75hCyV9RKgTV4O5RqC1QT_cPsJVhGGshnOJ2oZA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jwKhooYKTzTQOIc6qr5rMAzHOZvGHO7eJodcwSR3Vn2itxfoQjVG7b40u37ZYnSISoFCrLZxhwfYQeunnPL8qSKFgHG0ig0RzSJSySXr7AyxuE8KzLPk_Foe5i7NPm7tPmnMmJq-GiGOALI-q9ZcHdP4W3idPj9R5wxKwkhi8KbCesSPi3YuqwQxhmlVlJQqeXOawTeD_mSJadP8B55vo4NxAuaE1NzETqc4n1lJAQ2Gt7BmKqN_jilrBc6JHyIAddW2LLT8ESxIzZKycVcYg3zwvXIXaD-1&c=YiOttU4Z1aAvobTeiG7aHkyGthSoHY1CoV4FZCxVu7jNBPmJndQe5Q==&ch=9liXIPUSVcu77gf75hCyV9RKgTV4O5RqC1QT_cPsJVhGGshnOJ2oZA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jwKhooYKTzTQOIc6qr5rMAzHOZvGHO7eJodcwSR3Vn2itxfoQjVG7b40u37ZYnSImvUeOcWlrK29tTEbp8FSU-ajRaaVtECIihTG8h52nxzX1qkivwzMFEKH4ynHWkPgotaVVKUDHmISZ1JErduP0eHm32-AL706f8bzMgnTc_CHIJdLBEE6gkhKmOZREDve19IsdOZkTz75g3YCmAhwRQwpzurEgNwtT0QJ1LONz7XTlFg7c8v3_k1odzQbjG1JtpeJfiwU_Xpx4GxPC-h1_Gh57xOBQpnn&c=YiOttU4Z1aAvobTeiG7aHkyGthSoHY1CoV4FZCxVu7jNBPmJndQe5Q==&ch=9liXIPUSVcu77gf75hCyV9RKgTV4O5RqC1QT_cPsJVhGGshnOJ2oZA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jwKhooYKTzTQOIc6qr5rMAzHOZvGHO7eJodcwSR3Vn2itxfoQjVG7b40u37ZYnSImvUeOcWlrK29tTEbp8FSU-ajRaaVtECIihTG8h52nxzX1qkivwzMFEKH4ynHWkPgotaVVKUDHmISZ1JErduP0eHm32-AL706f8bzMgnTc_CHIJdLBEE6gkhKmOZREDve19IsdOZkTz75g3YCmAhwRQwpzurEgNwtT0QJ1LONz7XTlFg7c8v3_k1odzQbjG1JtpeJfiwU_Xpx4GxPC-h1_Gh57xOBQpnn&c=YiOttU4Z1aAvobTeiG7aHkyGthSoHY1CoV4FZCxVu7jNBPmJndQe5Q==&ch=9liXIPUSVcu77gf75hCyV9RKgTV4O5RqC1QT_cPsJVhGGshnOJ2oZA==


 

   

 

  

 


