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The Wall Street research analysts at Morgan Stanley said they are 
expecting cable players Comcast, Charter and Altice to collectively 
sign up 1.6 million new mobile customers to their respective MVNOs 
next year. “Comcast represents the majority of the cable market (90% 
in 2018 and 66% in 2019) though we expect Charter and Altice to 
increase their share moving forward. We’d note that cable companies 
could get a boost if Sprint/T-Mobile agreed to new MVNO terms and 
them as part of any merger approval conditions,” the firm wrote in a 
note to investors this week. 
 
Comcast is leading the field, having launched its Xfinity Mobile MVNO 
service early last year. The company in October reported Xfinity Mobile 
net line additions of 228,000, ending the quarter with 1 million total 
lines of mobile service. As for Charter, the company just this summer 
entered the mobile game with its own Spectrum Mobile MVNO, and the 
Morgan Stanley analysts predict the company will gain 488,000 net 
customer additions next year. Charter in October reported the addition 
of 21,000 lines of service in its MVNO during its first quarter of selling 
the offering. 
 
And Altice, which is preparing to launch its own MVNO next year, is 
predicted to gain 64,000 net customer additions next year and 136,000 
in 2020. “It makes for a very competitive environment,” T-Mobile CEO 
John Legere said in October of the potential threat from cable MVNOs, 
according to a Seeking Alpha transcript of his remarks. “We feel very 
comfortable in what we're doing and the response and what brings 
customers to T-Mobile, but there are clearly two additional players in 
the wireless space now in Comcast and Charter, and I'm sure others to 
follow.”  
 
Those comments are noteworthy considering Legere’s attitude toward 
the threat from cable was decidedly more relaxed earlier this year, when 
he described Comcast’s Xfinity Mobile as “very irrelevant” and 
Charter’s mobile plans as “irrelevant squared.” T-Mobile inked a 
merger agreement with Sprint in April, and based part of its argument 
in favor of the transaction on the fact that new players like cable 
companies were coming to the market, thus increasing overall market 
competition.   
 
Regardless, Comcast, Charter and Altice are clearly working to steal 
customers away from the likes of Verizon and T-Mobile. Indeed, in 
Charter’s latest Spectrum Mobile ads, the company takes direct aim at 
those operators. – Fierce Wireless  
_______________________________________________ 
Although Verizon has been clear about focusing its efforts and 
investment on the operator’s wireless network and business, it looks 
like the company hasn’t forgotten its pay TV business. 
 
Verizon on Tuesday announced it has started rolling out its upgraded 
set-top box, Fios TV One. Verizon had previously planned to introduce 
a new IPTV platform but those efforts came to a halt last December. The 
new set-top box features WiFi connectivity and an advanced voice 
remote. Users can channel surf, search for VOD content and control 
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their DVR with voice commands. Netflix is integrated into the Fios TV 
One interactive media guide, similar to other major pay TV providers, 
like Comcast, that have integrated OTT services. The upgraded set-top 
also supports 4K UHD quality.  
 
Verizon’s latest TV product brings it closer in line with set-tops like 
Comcast’s X1 platform and Altice USA’s Altice One. The new offering 
is only available in Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, New York City, upstate New 
York, Massachusetts, and Richmond, Va., markets for now, but will roll 
out to the rest of Verizon’s Fios markets by the end of January. 
 
Existing customers can upgrade to Fios TV one with no additional cost 
to their service plan, though extra equipment fees may be charged. 
Verizon is offering new customers Fios TV One with Fios Gigabit 
service and phone for $80 per month, plus a free year of Amzon Prime 
and a second-generation Amazon Echo. 
 
Verizon officially shuttered its Go90 video platform in July after nearly 
three years, during which the service struggled to build an audience. A 
recent 8-K filing shows that the operator expects to take a $4.6 billion hit 

this quarter for its Oath media business, noting increased competition 
and market pressure. The integration of Yahoo and AOL, which 
Verizon paid $4.48 billion to acquire, had not resulted in the benefits 
Verizon had bet on.  
 
Verizon also axed plans to develop its own OTT service, but has 
partnered with established services, including YouTube TV. The 
operator launched its fixed wireless 5G home broadband service in four 

markets in October. New customers signing on to Verizon’s 5G Home 
are offered an Apple TV 4K, Google Chromecast Ultra, or three 
months of YouTube TV at no additional cost. – CED  
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