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Facebook said it would move forward with plans to add encryption 
across its messaging platforms, rejecting a plea from Attorney General 
William Barr to allow some form of government access to those 
services over concerns about public safety. 
 
In a letter to Mr. Barr on Monday, Facebook executives Will Cathcart 
and Stan Chudnovsky, who lead the company’s WhatsApp and 
Messenger services, said that undermining encryption in their products 
for law enforcement would create a “backdoor” vulnerability that 
malicious actors also could leverage to harm users. “The ‘backdoor’ 
access you are demanding for law enforcement would be a gift to 
criminals, hackers and repressive regimes, creating a way for them to 
enter our systems and leaving every person on our platforms more 
vulnerable to real-life harm,” the executives wrote in the letter, which 
was reviewed by The Wall Street Journal. “It is simply impossible to 
create such a backdoor for one purpose and not expect others to try 
and open it,” they wrote. 
 
Mr. Barr in October sent a letter, cosigned by his British and Australian 
counterparts, to Facebook chief executive Mark Zuckerberg chastising 
the company for announcing plans to roll out what is known as end-to-
end encryption, a standard security practice that makes it extremely 
difficult for anyone other than the sender or recipient of the digital 
communication to read it. Mr. Barr had argued that the technology 
makes it harder to stop child abusers and terrorists.  
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The attorney general’s letter, and Facebook’s response Monday, 
reflect decades-old arguments in which technology companies and law 
enforcement have taken opposing sides on a core privacy debate of 
the digital age. Mr. Barr has been especially direct in his criticism of 
Facebook and other technology companies, as he has sought to revive 
the long-running dispute by specifically emphasizing the difficulties 
investigators face in thwarting child exploitation. Despite the Justice 
Department’s push, Republican and Democratic lawmakers have 
expressed little interest in pursuing legislation to require tech 
companies to allow some form of government access to encrypted 
communications.  
 
Facebook’s letter to Mr. Barr came as representatives for the company 
were set to appear before Congress to testify about encryption. Jay 
Sullivan, Facebook’s product management director for privacy and 
integrity, said Tuesday in opening remarks to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee that “people should be able to communicate securely and 
privately with friends and loved ones without anyone—including 
Facebook—listening to or monitoring their conversations.” 
 
Without mentioning the Facebook letter specifically, Mr. Barr said 
during a WSJ CEO Council gathering Tuesday that dealing with 
encryption remains one of the Justice Department’s highest priorities. 
He cited “horror stories” involving child molestations and terror attacks 
in which authorities couldn’t get into suspects’ phones. – Wall Street 

Journal  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
The wireless industry has always had a tendency to make its 
marketing messages complicated, and 5G is not immune to this trend. 
In fact, as 5G becomes more widely available in the U.S., it seems as if 
operators are intent upon making their 5G messaging as complex as 
possible. 
 
AT&T is perhaps the biggest culprit. The operator took some heat a 
year ago when it started changing the “LTE” indicator on some of its 
current Android phones to “5GE,” which stands for 5G Evolution. It’s 
using the 5GE label in markets where the company is basically offering 
a very fast version of LTE. Sprint filed a lawsuit against AT&T for its 5G 
Evolution branding. The two operators settled the lawsuit a few months 
later, but AT&T continues to use its 5GE label.  
 
However, AT&T didn’t stop with 5GE. It also labeled its 5G network 
where it uses millimeter wave (high-band) spectrum to provide what it 
calls a “faster 5G service” as 5G+. This 5G+ service is currently 
available in 20 cities and requires a new device. And if you want plain 
5G AT&T is also going to offer that beginning early next year. The 
company revealed last month that it will launch 5G using its 850 MHz 
(low-band) spectrum in the first half of 2020 and the first markets will 
be Indianapolis, Indiana; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Providence, Rhode 
Island; Rochester, New York and San Diego, California. This 5G 
service will require a new 5G smartphone.  
 
If AT&T’s goal with its 5GE branding was to get its consumers to 
believe they were using a 5G network even if they aren’t, then the 
company’s strategy is a success. According to a new Strategy 
Analytics survey of smartphone owners that it conducted in July and 
August of 2019, 29% of AT&T’s customers think they already have 5G. 
This will likely be problematic for the operator when it wants to 
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convince those 29% of its customers that they need to upgrade to 5G 
or 5G+. 
 
AT&T customers aren’t the only ones confused about 5G. Across all 
U.S. carriers, 37% of survey respondents thought they already had 5G 
even though they probably do not. AT&T isn’t the only operator coming 
up with multiple monikers for 5G. Verizon also has different branding 
for its 5G services. The operator has Ultra Wideband 5G, which is its 
mobile 5G service, and it’s currently available in 18 cities, with plans to 
grow to 30 cities by year-end. Verizon’s Ultra Wideband 5G uses 
millimeter wave spectrum, and requires a new device.  
 
The operator also has a fixed 5G product, called 5G Home. Verizon 
first launched this in-home fixed wireless 5G product in parts of 
Houston, Indianapolis, Los Angeles and Sacramento in October 2018 
but it used a proprietary 5G standard. It has since launched 5G home 
in Chicago using a 3GPP-compliant version of the 5G NR standard 
and plans to expand that to more markets. This service requires a 5G 
NR-compatible router. 
 
The U.S. isn’t the only country that is coming up with multiple labels for 
its 5G services. Swisscom has different names for its 5G rollout 

phases. 5G Wide is what it’s calling its extensive 5G coverage that is 
faster than its LTE network but uses the 2.1 GHz spectrum coupled 
with dynamic spectrum sharing technology. 5G Fast is what Swisscom 
is labeling its 5G that is deployed in 3.5 GHz spectrum, and promises 
speeds of up to 2 Gbps.  
 
Interestingly, among those surveyed by the analyst firm, Verizon has 
the perception of being a leader in 5G with 27% of respondents 
identifying the carrier as a 5G leader. AT&T was picked by 18% as 
being the 5G leader. Only 8% of those surveyed thought T-Mobile was 
the 5G leader. It’s worth noting that this survey occurred before T-
Mobile launched its 5G network nationwide last week using its 600 MHz 
spectrum.  
 
I think having multiple monikers for 5G will only confuse consumers, 
and make it more difficult to explain to them why they need to upgrade 
their devices (and pay a premium price for that next-generation 
smartphone.) Strategy Analytics’ survey results are an early indication 
that consumers are already confused about 5G. Operators should take 
note of these survey results, and try to simplify their marketing 
messages as 5G becomes more available nationwide. – Fierce 

Wireless   
_______________________________________________________ 
 
President Donald Trump used a campaign visit to Pennsylvania on 
Tuesday to dismiss and mock the articles of impeachment Democrats 
unveiled hours earlier, predicting the process will backfire on his 
political opponents. “Any Democrat that votes for this sham will be 
voting to sacrifice the House majority, their dignity, and their career," 
Trump said as he rallied more than 10,000 supporters in a state crucial 

to his 2020 reelection bid. He said the “partisan lunatics have said they 
will try again” if they lose at trial in the Senate. (Democrats have given 
no indication they would pursue impeachment a second time after an 
expected acquittal in the Senate.)  “You saw their so-called articles of 
impeachment today? People are saying they’re not even a crime," 
Trump said. “This is impeachment lite. This is the lightest impeachment 
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in the history of our country by far. It’s not even like an impeachment. 
These people are stone-cold crooked.”  
 
Supporters roared throughout the almost 90-minute speech that often 
meandered into familiar refrains and insults of the press and other 
perceived enemies. He continuously came back to 
impeachment. Trump also questioned the timing of the Democrats’ 
decision, also on Tuesday, to support a long-delayed trade deal his 
administration negotiated to replace the North American Free Trade 
Agreement. He called it the “silver lining” of impeachment. “It’s a huge 
deal, and it plays down the impeachment, because they’re 
embarrassed by the impeachment,” Trump said.  
 
During his speech, Trump also attacked Philadelphia District Attorney 
Larry Krasner. The blast came just days after John McNesby, 
president of Philadelphia’s police union, met with the president at the 

White House to condemn prosecutors such as Krasner, who have won 
office across the country pledging to make the criminal justice system 
less punitive. “You have the worst district attorney,” Trump said, 
referencing Philadelphia, about 100 miles east. “I’ve been hearing 
about this guy, he lets killers out almost immediately.... You better get 
yourself a new prosecutor.”  
 
Following the rally, state Democratic Party Chairwoman Nancy Patton 
Mills said Trump’s appearance was an attempt to play defense in 
Pennsylvania, “because of his broken promises to working families in 
our commonwealth.” She challenged Trump’s claims that he’s 
improved the lives of Pennsylvanians and said Democrats in the state 
would be “working around the clock to ensure victory in 
2020.” Thousands of supporters huddled in a cold rain for hours 
Tuesday, waiting to enter a hockey arena for the rally, scheduled in a 

strategically important region of Pennsylvania. “Mr. Trump is a 
disruptor; he’s not a politician," said Michael Townsend, 70, of Carlisle. 
"He’s the right person we need right now. The world’s not fairy tales 
and pixies, it’s all these countries that want to destroy us.”  
 
Townsend wasn’t worried about impeachment. “The real trial is in the 
Senate. And the Senate fortunately is run by Republicans.... I just want 
to see Joe Biden and his son be forced to testify," he 
said. Impeachment is "a very sad situation,” Eunice Rambo Smith 
lamented while standing in a concession line. “They think they have to 
take the president down in that way, because they know they don’t 
have anyone who can beat him," said Smith, of Center Valley. "It’s just 
all fake. It’s all fake. But I don’t think it hurts him. I think he gets 
stronger. He’s a very strong man.” 
 
The newly drafted articles of impeachment, if approved by the House 
as expected, would charge Trump with abuse of power and obstruction 
of a lawful congressional investigation. Democrats have built a case in 
recent weeks that Trump abused his power by holding up a coveted 
White House visit and military aid approved by Congress while pushing 
for Ukraine to announce investigations into Biden and a discredited 
conspiracy theory about Ukrainian interference in the 2016 
election. Trump has denied any wrongdoing, and Republicans in 
Congress have dismissed the impeachment inquiry as illegitimate even 
as a growing number of witnesses bolstered the allegations. 
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Vice President Mike Pence, who introduced Trump at the “Keep 
America Great" rally at the Giant Center, campaigned earlier in the day 
in western Pennsylvania. “He’s coming to a key region in one of the 
most pivotal states in the 2020 election cycle,” said Christopher Borick, 
a pollster and political science professor at Muhlenberg College. Borick 
said Trump needs to “energize a base of voters that have been there 
for him in 2016 and to perhaps marginally expand that base so he can 
repeat.” 
 
Pennsylvania is crucial to Trump’s reelection bid. In 2016, he defeated 
Hillary Clinton by less than one percentage point — 44,000 votes — to 
capture the state’s 20 electoral votes. But in recent 
years, Pennsylvania’s cities and their outlying suburbs have grown more 

liberal, while rural areas have grown more conservative. That makes 
areas with both populations, like Dauphin County, which Trump visited, 
key in determining who wins the state in 2020. Dauphin, where 
Hershey is based, is a swing county in a swing state. It added 34,000 
voters to its rolls over the last two decades. But it’s no longer as 
reliably Republican as it once was, with 49% of voters in the country 
casting a ballot for Clinton in 2016.  
 
Trump payed homage to Pennsylvania favorites like Hershey’s 
Chocolate, the Nittany Lions, and the Liberty Bell. He touted 
Pennsylvania’s economy as better now than three years ago, citing a 
recent visit he made to a new Shell petrochemical plant near 
Pittsburgh. The president said steel mills in Pennsylvania are “roaring 
back to life" — some job cuts in the industry have recently been 
announced — and said ramped-up natural gas production will create 
thousands of jobs. He blasted Democrats, including Biden, who have 
said they would move to end the use of fossil fuels. “The voters of this 
commonwealth will never let that happen,” Trump said. “Can you 
imagine?” 
 
The rally was Trump’s fourth appearance in the state in 2019. Earlier in 
the year, Trump had rallies in Lycoming and Beaver Counties. He also 
appeared at an energy industry conference in Pittsburgh in 
October. Before ending with his signature “Make America Great Again” 
chant, Trump invoked a more historic call and response, referencing 
George Washington’s crossing of the Delaware River. “They used the 
password, ‘Victory or Death,’” Trump said. He repeated: “Victory or 
Death.” – Philadelphia Inquirer   
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