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AT&T, Comcast and Verizon have donated heavily to incoming members of Congress, 
cultivating early relationships with the next generation of lawmakers and surpassing the 
efforts of Internet companies like Google and Facebook, which are just beginning to up 
their game in Washington. 
 

With the help of their well-stocked political action committees, the three wireless and cable 
giants last election cycle cast a wide net, according to a POLITICO analysis of campaign 
finance data. They targeted many of the 65 newcomers to Capitol Hill along with scores of 

familiar incumbents as 
the industry prepares 
for new legislative 
battles in 2015 over 
net neutrality and 
other communications 
laws.  It’s a sign that 
the telecoms, which 
are longtime players in 
D.C. with formidable 
lobbying operations, 
remain skilled 
practitioners in how to 
develop allies and do 
business in the capital. 
Tech companies, by 
contrast, played it safe 
and generally 
supported only 
congressional 
veterans during the 
midterms. 
 

“Looking back on the 
time I was in 
Congress, … the 
telephone companies, 
the cable companies, 
were always major 
political players,” said 
former Rep. Rick 
Boucher (D-Va.), who 

led the House’s top tech subcommittee and is now a partner at Sidley Austin. The current 
pattern of telecom donations is a sign “there’s still this level of campaign involvement by 
major participating companies. I think it may be in anticipation that things can actually 
happen.”? 
 

AT&T donated big bucks to 31 first-time pols, or almost half of all congressional freshmen, 
according to a POLITICO analysis of campaign finance data. That includes Debbie Dingell 
(D-Mich.), who’s set to replace her husband Rep. John Dingell, a congressional veteran 
with significant telecom expertise.  Verizon wrote checks to 28 new members, including 
incoming Rep. Barbara Comstock (R-Va.) and Sen.-elect Joni Ernst (R-Iowa). Comcast 
supported 22 newcomers to Congress.  Google and Microsoft, by contrast, each 
supported only five members of the new freshman class, and other major tech companies 
backed fewer than that, according to federal records. 
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AT&T and Comcast did not comment for this story. Verizon only pointed to its 
transparency report, which indicates the company donates to candidates based on their 
“votes and positions on issues of importance to Verizon, which may include issues 
affecting the business community in general or the communications industry specifically.”  
 

Sowing seeds of support among new members could prove helpful to wireless and cable 
giants in 2015, when Congress begins weighing whether to update the Communications 
Act, the nation’s guiding telecom law, and dives into debates over net neutrality and 
wireless spectrum. The House and Senate telecom leaders — Reps. Fred Upton (R-
Mich.) and Greg Walden (R-Ore.), and Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.) — already have 
promised such inquiries. And leaders of the soon-to-be GOP Congress are likely to be 
receptive to telecom company complaints about overreaching government regulation. 
 

AT&T and Comcast have also tapped congressional allies to help advance their proposed 
mergers, which are under review by federal regulators at the FCC and Justice 
Department. AT&T is looking to buy DirecTV for $48.5 billion and Comcast is seeking to 
acquire Time Warner Cable for $45 billion.  “It’s all about access,” said Viveca Novak, a 
spokeswoman for the Center for Responsive Politics. “It’s possible a freshman will 
remember those who gave to him or her in the early, tough days.” 
 

The donations to freshman members represent only a small fraction of the millions of 
dollars that major telecom companies spent in 2013 and 2014. Some players this election 
cycle even broke records: Comcast’s $3.6 million in campaign spending and Verizon’s 
$2.6 million tab represent new highs for each company. AT&T spent $3.6 million over the 
same two-year period, according to federal data last updated in mid-November.  Still, 
within that wave of giving, the major telecoms showed they’re looking toward the future. 
 

AT&T chipped in $5,000 to David Perdue, the newly elected Republican senator from 
Georgia, and $8,000 to Mike Rounds, the incoming GOP senator from South Dakota. 
Comcast gave $1,000 to Dave Brat, the Virginia Republican who unexpectedly bested 
former House Majority Leader Eric Cantor in a primary earlier this year. The cable giant 
also shelled out $10,000 in support to Debbie Dingell and $2,000 to Ruben Gallego, a 
new Democratic congressman from Arizona.  Verizon supported many of the same 
people. It even backed two candidates in the same race — Ernst and Democratic Rep. 
Bruce Braley, who duked it out for Iowa’s open Senate seat. 
 

Internet giants also supercharged their election spending this cycle as they pursue an 
expanded array of interests in D.C. Google spent more than $1.6 million, while Facebook 
spent around $480,000 — records for both companies. But tech giants donated 
considerably more to incumbents than congressional newcomers.  Still, Novak said the 
money spigot for new members of Congress is only beginning to flow.  “For companies 
that did not give during the campaign, you’ll see them giving frequently right after the 
election,” she said. -- Politico 

________________________________________________________ 
 

When President Obama laid out his vision for strict regulation of Internet access last 
month, he was voicing views thought to be held by many at the most liberal end of the 
Democratic Party.  A few days later, however, the N.A.A.C.P., the National Urban League 
and the Rainbow/PUSH Coalition sent representatives, including the Rev. Jesse L. 
Jackson, to tell Tom Wheeler, chairman of the Federal Communications Commission, that 
they thought Mr. Obama’s call to regulate broadband Internet service as a utility would 
harm minority communities by stifling investment in underserved areas and entrenching 
already dominant Internet companies. 
 

Their displeasure should not be read as a sign that most civil rights organizations were 
unhappy with Mr. Obama’s plan, however. When it comes to the details of Internet 
regulation, groups that otherwise have much common ground simply don’t see eye to 
eye.  ColorofChange.org, a black political coalition, and the National Hispanic Media 
Coalition, for example, support treating Internet access as an essential service like 
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electricity or water — as Mr. Obama proposed — while the League of United Latin 
American Citizens opposes it.  “The civil rights community is like every sector anywhere. 
While from the outside it seems like a monolith, it is not,” said Cheryl A. Leanza, a policy 
adviser for the United Church of Christ Office of Communication. Though she was part of 
the 11-member group that included Mr. Jackson, she asked the chairman to embrace the 
president’s plan. 
 

The debate is but one slice of a huge campaign to lobby the five F.C.C. commissioners as 
they weigh net neutrality, the concept that all Internet traffic should be treated equally, and 
whether to reclassify broadband as a more heavily regulated service.  Since 2002, 
broadband has been classified as a Title I information service under the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996, meaning that the F.C.C. lightly regulates it. Title II 
services include “common carriers” like telephone companies, whose rates the F.C.C. can 
regulate and whose business plans often require the commission’s approval. 
 

In May, Mr. Wheeler made a proposal that would allow companies to pay Internet 
providers to give them a “fast lane” to consumers. Mr. Wheeler is against that practice, 
known as paid prioritization, and he said his proposal would discourage it. But the 
regulatory outline released by the F.C.C. would still allow for paid prioritization in some 
circumstances, a loophole that was seized on by opponents.  President Obama urged the 
F.C.C. to reclassify broadband as a Title II service, which would generally give the 
commission the authority to prohibit broadband providers from blocking or discriminating 
against legal online content. 
 

In the four weeks since Mr. Obama’s move, over 100 companies, industry groups and 
coalitions have met with commissioners and their staffs. At least 67 of those groups have 
met with Mr. Wheeler himself — nearly four a day, on average. Included in those meetings 
have been civil rights groups with surprisingly divergent views.  The unusual alignments 
can also be seen in urban governments. The cities of Baltimore, Chicago, Los Angeles 
and San Francisco sent representatives to meet with Mr. Wheeler’s advisers to say they 
agreed with tight regulation, but that view is opposed by the National Organization of 
Blacks in Government.  “I think we’re all on board with the values embedded in what 
President Obama said, things like accelerating broadband deployment and adoption,” said 
Nicol Turner-Lee, vice president of the Minority Media and Telecommunications Council 
and a member of the group including Mr. Jackson that met with the F.C.C. chairman. “The 
question is, will we be able to solve these issues by going so far with stringent 
regulation?” 
 

Some of the groups that oppose Title II designation, like the Urban League and the 
League of United Latin American Citizens, have received contributions from organizations 
affiliated with Internet service providers, like the Comcast Foundation, the charitable 
organization endowed by Comcast. Parts of the Rainbow/PUSH Coalition’s annual 
symposium on civil rights were conducted last week at Comcast’s offices in 
Washington.  But those organizations say that the donations or sponsorships do not 
influence their positions. “We get support from people on all sides of the issue, including 
Google and Facebook,” said Brent A. Wilkes, national executive director of the League of 
United Latin American Citizens. “We don’t let any of them influence our position.” 
 

Several of those favoring Title II, meanwhile, have received funding from organizations 
affiliated with companies that support stronger regulation. The National Hispanic Media 
Coalition conducts events that are sponsored in part by companies like Google and 
Facebook. A trade organization sponsored by those and other Internet companies, the 
Internet Association, supports a shift to stricter regulation.  Jessica Gonzalez, executive 
vice president of the National Hispanic Media Coalition, said her organization also 
received support from Comcast for some of its programs. “There is a clear separation 
between our policy work and who funds us,” she said. 
 

One of the primary disagreements among the civil rights groups is over a practice known 
as “zero rating,” in which an Internet service provider makes a deal with a content provider 



like Facebook or Spotify to allow consumers unlimited access to that service without its 
counting against a cap on data usage.  Because zero-rating plans are most common 
among mobile broadband providers, those plans could particularly affect minority 
communities, Ms. Turner-Lee said, which are more likely to depend on mobile systems for 
Internet access. It is not entirely clear how Mr. Obama’s plan would affect zero-rated 
apps.  “The relevant question is whether there is something to be said about zero-rating 
plans and the ways that they can be used to further Internet adoption,” Ms. Turner-Lee 
said, adding that her group had not yet taken a stance. 
 

But critics say that zero-rating programs are just a form of paid prioritization that could 
further entrench companies like Facebook that have the financial muscle to pay for the 
privilege.  According to the Mobile Trends Charging Report by Allot Communications, 
nearly half of mobile broadband providers worldwide offer at least one zero-rated app, and 
two-thirds of those offer Facebook as one.  The alignment of civil rights groups both for 
and against Mr. Obama’s recommendation for net-neutrality enforcement is not the only 
oddity in this debate.  In 2005, the Supreme Court ruled that the F.C.C. acted within the 
law when it classified cable broadband as a lightly regulated information service. Writing a 
stinging dissent to that decision — that is, saying that broadband was obviously more like 
a utility — was an otherwise frequent nemesis of Democrats: Justice Antonin Scalia. – 
New York Times 

________________________________________________________ 
 

Cablevision Systems Corp and a union representing some of its workers in Brooklyn, New 
York, both declared victory after a judge's ruling on National Labor Relations Board 
allegations that the company bargained with its workers in bad faith. In January 2012, a 
small number of the company's cable installers voted to unionize. Since then, Cablevision 
and the union have been arguing over the issue. The NLRB last month accused the cable 
operator and its chief executive, James Dolan, of threatening to withhold raises for its 
technicians unless they voted to quit their union. 
 

Cablevision, which has denied those allegations, noted that administrative law judge 
Steven Fish found inadequate evidence to support a key union allegation that it refused to 
engage in meaningful bargaining.  The union, the Communications Workers of America, 
has also alleged that the cable operators discharged pro-union employees and offered 
non-unionized workers financial incentives that were not given to a small group in 
Brooklyn that is represented by the union.   The judge's 291-page decision also ordered 
Cablevision to back pay 22 workers who were fired in 2012, a victory for the union as was 
his finding that Dolan violated multiple labor laws.  Cablevision said it disagreed on the 
"lesser findings" of the judge such as the decision on the 22 workers. "We look forward to 
being vindicated as the NLRB and court process continues.” – Reuters  
 
 

 

 
 


