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Tree branches and whole trees often fall on electrical transmission and other 
utility lines. But sometimes the lines aren't broken, leaving utilities to respond 
to prevent breakages or other damage. According to utility company officials, 
removing those branches or trees as soon as possible is standard procedure, 
as long as they are made aware of the problem. 
  
Schuylkill County Emergency Management Agency Director John Matz said 
trees on lines are a frequent problem that is a concern due to the possibility of 
service interruptions such as power and communications outages. However, 
he added that companies are doing their best to prevent such problems where 
possible. "PPL Electric Utilities has done a terrific job over the past couple of 
years with their transmission lines by increasing the cutback of trees so it is 
less likely that trees are going to fall over those lines," Matz said. "Additionally, 
they have improved the technology. I believe they are on their second 
generation of smart meters and also put in some equipment that will detect a 
fault and switch out the area to keep other customers up and running. That 
part has been working pretty well." 
  
Matz said there are times when fallen trees are not addressed quickly. "Some 
of the areas that we have complaints and problems relate to the trees falling on 
utility lines, which include landline telephone lines," Matz said. "And if the trees 
fall and the lines are still up, the utility companies have been hesitant to do it 
(remove trees), the municipalities have been hesitant to do it, and unless it 
looks like a safety issue, a lot of times they won't do anything."  Matz said 
telephone service outages affect only those with landlines, which causes 
problems when 911 emergency services need to be reached. Also, cable 
companies now provide telephone services and his office is not always 
informed of outages. 
  
Service Electric Cablevision Inc. Division Manager Timothy Trently said SECV 
takes care of the problems with trees when it is aware of them, but there are 
exceptions. "If we're aware of it and we get notified, we'll send a crew out to 
make sure the branch is cut," he said. When other utility lines are involved with 
an SECV line, then there are options. "If it's actually on a power line or a 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3ZQghO4cUB1Kowvig8E9WNDPNlyFx1hrmueUvIR5uXJ0ubZWr55IbCy5MfSnNGojPyqeOoZbPgalcaZW3XRH8Q1soAX-CAwsLuJihWZu9DG0tMJ4hz1C3pZInWKEkM3D5sxfxAp1-7pXUoX3OjS2cQrowMM2ZYk8EZo12agOh7CjMvEmaiBU6LBBeQxz4wtx4DmjtD4yAuaraUiB2ircvoA==&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3ZQghO4cUB1Kowvig8E9WNDPNlyFx1hrmueUvIR5uXJ0ubZWr55IbCy5MfSnNGojPyqeOoZbPgalcaZW3XRH8Q1soAX-CAwsLuJihWZu9DG0tMJ4hz1C3pZInWKEkM3D5sxfxAp1-7pXUoX3OjS2cQrowMM2ZYk8EZo12agOh7CjMvEmaiBU6LBBeQxz4wtx4DmjtD4yAuaraUiB2ircvoA==&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3ZQghO4cUB1Kowvig8E9WNDPNlyFx1hrmueUvIR5uXJ0ubZWr55IbCy5MfSnNGojPyqeOoZbPgalcaZW3XRH8Q1soAX-CAwsLuJihWZu9DG0tMJ4hz1C3pZInWKEkM3D5sxfxAp1-7pXUoX3OjS2cQrowMM2ZYk8EZo12agOh7CjMvEmaiBU6LBBeQxz4wtx4DmjtD4yAuaraUiB2ircvoA==&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3ZQghO4cUB1Kowvig8E9WNDPNlyFx1hrmueUvIR5uXJ0ubZWr55IbCy5MfSnNGojPyqeOoZbPgalcaZW3XRH8Q1soAX-CAwsLuJihWZu9DG0tMJ4hz1C3pZInWKEkM3D5sxfxAp1-7pXUoX3OjS2cQrowMM2ZYk8EZo12agOh7CjMvEmaiBU6LBBeQxz4wtx4DmjtD4yAuaraUiB2ircvoA==&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3zc-5TWhvLRx2dDg9QzB2BkKI_WEBgOenxRzCsdBs3eRVs_AO62a6BEZ4zyR2zvwb0c0KBEqT9tf_KL9RhJWylOI2Ma1HOIL5lVzJNa72_GZLYY3ZiCxrvwCzS86kGxXV94As3u-ffT27BhoCBmSCnL9WgNwI_FPKYjlDXxV1JNWtl9_DDIK1ww==&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3zc-5TWhvLRx2dDg9QzB2BkKI_WEBgOenxRzCsdBs3eRVs_AO62a6BEZ4zyR2zvwb0c0KBEqT9tf_KL9RhJWylOI2Ma1HOIL5lVzJNa72_GZLYY3ZiCxrvwCzS86kGxXV94As3u-ffT27BhoCBmSCnL9WgNwI_FPKYjlDXxV1JNWtl9_DDIK1ww==&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3zc-5TWhvLRx2dDg9QzB2BkKI_WEBgOenxRzCsdBs3eRVs_AO62a6BEZ4zyR2zvwb0c0KBEqT9tf_KL9RhJWylOI2Ma1HOIL5lVzJNa72_GZLYY3ZiCxrvwCzS86kGxXV94As3u-ffT27BhoCBmSCnL9WgNwI_FPKYjlDXxV1JNWtl9_DDIK1ww==&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3zc-5TWhvLRx2dDg9QzB2BkKI_WEBgOenxRzCsdBs3eRVs_AO62a6BEZ4zyR2zvwb0c0KBEqT9tf_KL9RhJWylOI2Ma1HOIL5lVzJNa72_GZLYY3ZiCxrvwCzS86kGxXV94As3u-ffT27BhoCBmSCnL9WgNwI_FPKYjlDXxV1JNWtl9_DDIK1ww==&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3zc-5TWhvLRx2dDg9QzB2BkKI_WEBgOenxRzCsdBs3eRVs_AO62a6BEZ4zyR2zvwb0c0KBEqT9tf_KL9RhJWylOI2Ma1HOIL5lVzJNa72_GZLYY3ZiCxrvwCzS86kGxXV94As3u-ffT27BhoCBmSCnL9WgNwI_FPKYjlDXxV1JNWtl9_DDIK1ww==&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3zc-5TWhvLRx2dDg9QzB2BkKI_WEBgOenxRzCsdBs3eRVs_AO62a6BEZ4zyR2zvwb0c0KBEqT9tf_KL9RhJWylOI2Ma1HOIL5lVzJNa72_GZLYY3ZiCxrvwCzS86kGxXV94As3u-ffT27BhoCBmSCnL9WgNwI_FPKYjlDXxV1JNWtl9_DDIK1ww==&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3ODOfk4Zw6-lLHc893iiI5wzfgPdD63Z6bUt8r-Au2M577fngEaZRL6ZeLbR_fd0JIWA4Q0HXkDyDWQsdkwmGQQSFJooyzYGR53Z8FQ6EXGLoXZu54GQYGwIc-AggpyGxvzGGYjV78DsgA622fCVc_AUDa7o5405BrQy5c5vmeQY=&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3ODOfk4Zw6-lLHc893iiI5wzfgPdD63Z6bUt8r-Au2M577fngEaZRL6ZeLbR_fd0JIWA4Q0HXkDyDWQsdkwmGQQSFJooyzYGR53Z8FQ6EXGLoXZu54GQYGwIc-AggpyGxvzGGYjV78DsgA622fCVc_AUDa7o5405BrQy5c5vmeQY=&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3ODOfk4Zw6-lLHc893iiI5wzfgPdD63Z6bUt8r-Au2M577fngEaZRL6ZeLbR_fd0JIWA4Q0HXkDyDWQsdkwmGQQSFJooyzYGR53Z8FQ6EXGLoXZu54GQYGwIc-AggpyGxvzGGYjV78DsgA622fCVc_AUDa7o5405BrQy5c5vmeQY=&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3Ay7YrF8ZUYCUMxPAeQzfp8xmc8CbKJ1jsMgToXY3UAJmJhzM8VzbXgon6Kz9eD0eykS4aefiVoShYkU3y_mKJbwMRGZIsC3Uwm4ncR58bCWHM8H-2oircIhpxE2jimwnsjiLwgD3NxA=&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3Ay7YrF8ZUYCUMxPAeQzfp8xmc8CbKJ1jsMgToXY3UAJmJhzM8VzbXgon6Kz9eD0eykS4aefiVoShYkU3y_mKJbwMRGZIsC3Uwm4ncR58bCWHM8H-2oircIhpxE2jimwnsjiLwgD3NxA=&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3Ay7YrF8ZUYCUMxPAeQzfp8xmc8CbKJ1jsMgToXY3UAJmJhzM8VzbXgon6Kz9eD0eykS4aefiVoShYkU3y_mKJbwMRGZIsC3Uwm4ncR58bCWHM8H-2oircIhpxE2jimwnsjiLwgD3NxA=&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3gaZ-O63d6d-sb61FcxKGXH3xvVoDAfQ302Z2ucsobT8tCFiiPd_9-gWaQjEAocZXDeVQbsT2TzCgUZ76IQ2MSkJlgIho6IXmCtRmfmagAR_oEyokrre0ZFMPololgO1gw57IjsA6u43qQCucAljFOTN2KkEIprz9MxsWD0l2s13ZrO2orZTqIyefxYyPCTXb811DvBJvtaIEno1x90hJozPLQQBFx8m15aTTfxtSOSk=&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3gaZ-O63d6d-sb61FcxKGXH3xvVoDAfQ302Z2ucsobT8tCFiiPd_9-gWaQjEAocZXDeVQbsT2TzCgUZ76IQ2MSkJlgIho6IXmCtRmfmagAR_oEyokrre0ZFMPololgO1gw57IjsA6u43qQCucAljFOTN2KkEIprz9MxsWD0l2s13ZrO2orZTqIyefxYyPCTXb811DvBJvtaIEno1x90hJozPLQQBFx8m15aTTfxtSOSk=&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3gaZ-O63d6d-sb61FcxKGXH3xvVoDAfQ302Z2ucsobT8tCFiiPd_9-gWaQjEAocZXDeVQbsT2TzCgUZ76IQ2MSkJlgIho6IXmCtRmfmagAR_oEyokrre0ZFMPololgO1gw57IjsA6u43qQCucAljFOTN2KkEIprz9MxsWD0l2s13ZrO2orZTqIyefxYyPCTXb811DvBJvtaIEno1x90hJozPLQQBFx8m15aTTfxtSOSk=&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3gaZ-O63d6d-sb61FcxKGXH3xvVoDAfQ302Z2ucsobT8tCFiiPd_9-gWaQjEAocZXDeVQbsT2TzCgUZ76IQ2MSkJlgIho6IXmCtRmfmagAR_oEyokrre0ZFMPololgO1gw57IjsA6u43qQCucAljFOTN2KkEIprz9MxsWD0l2s13ZrO2orZTqIyefxYyPCTXb811DvBJvtaIEno1x90hJozPLQQBFx8m15aTTfxtSOSk=&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3GiuW7R_oZKY3qSGWW-qPLG3qB4Blnf7ySPE326AzR21nQt32FngTZ30J-D-1ic-QSTC-P8HN7o43kXzaWayK5RpqS--gN5f5KJmcXufITgeU5mMJJSAr7JQtDBBC549FfGDEuX2aKHSJMofjJ-aruO1ipn4UyoEr3GyafNQUYL2gZess4bARXg==&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3GiuW7R_oZKY3qSGWW-qPLG3qB4Blnf7ySPE326AzR21nQt32FngTZ30J-D-1ic-QSTC-P8HN7o43kXzaWayK5RpqS--gN5f5KJmcXufITgeU5mMJJSAr7JQtDBBC549FfGDEuX2aKHSJMofjJ-aruO1ipn4UyoEr3GyafNQUYL2gZess4bARXg==&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3GiuW7R_oZKY3qSGWW-qPLG3qB4Blnf7ySPE326AzR21nQt32FngTZ30J-D-1ic-QSTC-P8HN7o43kXzaWayK5RpqS--gN5f5KJmcXufITgeU5mMJJSAr7JQtDBBC549FfGDEuX2aKHSJMofjJ-aruO1ipn4UyoEr3GyafNQUYL2gZess4bARXg==&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3GiuW7R_oZKY3qSGWW-qPLG3qB4Blnf7ySPE326AzR21nQt32FngTZ30J-D-1ic-QSTC-P8HN7o43kXzaWayK5RpqS--gN5f5KJmcXufITgeU5mMJJSAr7JQtDBBC549FfGDEuX2aKHSJMofjJ-aruO1ipn4UyoEr3GyafNQUYL2gZess4bARXg==&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptXNo0xM8CAhf0mgSMGgpcTXUsioF27bjQlAtHEArtJWBvKHMvrX7ncAk8SfnQY8R97dVa3ByCcGrxX3o0-k57KDzSlJ9pWFn0A==&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==


looked like with 
earlier counting 
  
Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette 
Cong. 
Reschenthaler, 
evolving into 
firebrand, sees 
conservative 
mandate as he 
stokes political 
divisions 
  
Associated Press 
Trump tactics to 
overturn 2020 
election could have 
staying power 

 

telephone line and our line, that may be a situation where the other two 
companies might not know about," Trently said. 
  
“We would probably remove from a telephone line, but we won't touch power 
lines because there is active, live power to that. That's when PPL or another 
power company should be notified immediately for them to send out a crew. As 
long as it's not on power, we will remove it at our earliest convenience and 
remove that branch. But, again, we have to be notified of it. If a customer sees 
something, they should call the office and let us know.” 
  
Trently made it clear that if people see a branch on a utility line, they should 
not make any attempt to remove it by themselves. "That's dangerous for 
anyone other than trained professionals to touch it," he said. "They may not 
know if it's a live wire or not." When a cable crew is dispatched to the problem 
and it's discovered to be another utility line, SECV will contact the owner of that 
utility line. 
  
As with Service Electric, PPL responds to reports of fallen trees on its 
transmission lines, said Jane George, regional affairs director. "Trees on power 
lines present safety and reliability issues we take seriously," George said. "We 
respond to all calls of trees on our wires and work to safely and quickly remove 
a tree/limb if it is on our power lines. If you observe a tree/limb on a power line, 
please call us at 1-800-342-5775.” – Pottsville Republican Herald  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
The new COVID relief compromise is gaining traction on Capitol Hill and 10 
billion dollars will pay for a public/private partnership to improve Americans’ 
internet service “I say this as somebody who spent longer in the wireless 
industry than I have in politics. We can provide some of that much need relief,” 
Virginia Democratic Senator Mark Warner said.  
  
Warner says while there was money for broadband in the Cares Act, “that’s a 
potential short term solution.” He says the new money will help build lasting 
high-speed internet service for more Americans.  “And one of the things we 
found is that broadband is now an economic necessity,” Warner said. 
Pennsylvania Republican Congressman Fred Keller agrees, the pandemic 
showcased the need for reliable internet access. “It takes care of education, it 
takes care of the delivery of healthcare, and it takes care of commerce,” Keller 
said. “This is not just in rural communities. There are many suburban 
communities that have very slow internet or no internet,” Warner said.  
Both Warner and Keller agree this money will help provide high-speed 
broadband to millions of more Americans. “We need these things. And I’m all 
for making sure that we have the resources to adequately build out an 
infrastructure system in broadband,” Keller said. If Congress approves this 
plan, four billion dollars of the broadband fund would go to supporting 
connectivity to low-income households. – Nexstar  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
The U.S. Supreme Court moved up a key deadline Sunday for Pennsylvania 
officials to respond to a last-minute bid by one of President Donald Trump’s top 
boosters in Congress to decertify the state’s elections results. Previously, 
Associate Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr., who oversees emergency matters 
arising out of Pennsylvania for the court, had given state election 
administrators until Wednesday to file their response to the appeal from U.S. 
Rep. Mike Kelly (R., Butler), who has argued that Pennsylvania’s vote-by-mail 
law is unconstitutional and that every mail ballot cast in the state should be 
thrown out.  
  
But on Sunday, Alito moved up the schedule in Kelly’s case by a day, ordering 
state officials to respond by 9 a.m. Tuesday, instead. The difference of just a 
day is significant, given that the previous deadline of Wednesday fell one day 
after what is known as the “safe harbor date,” the federal cutoff date for states 
to resolve any remaining election disputes and lock in their slate of electors for 
the Dec. 14 Electoral College vote. 
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Many legal observers read Alito’s initial selection of Dec. 9 as a sign that the 
court had no intention of acting on the Kelly’s case in a way that would 
interfere with Pennsylvania awarding its 20 electoral votes to President-elect 
Joe Biden. The new deadline falls on the same day as the “safe harbor date” 
and now would give the court a few hours Tuesday to act on Kelly’s request if it 
chooses to do so — though Alito did not offer any explanation Sunday for the 
change in schedule.  
  
Still, experts said it remains unlikely that the wider Supreme Court will be 
persuaded to take up Kelly’s appeal, given that the remedy it seeks — 
disenfranchising millions of Pennsylvania voters — is so drastic. “I would not 
read too much into this,” said Richard L. Hasen, an election law professor at 
the University of California-Irvine, in a post on his blog Sunday. “It shows more 
respect to the petitioners [Kelly], and does not make it look like the court is 
simply running out the clock on the petition. I still think the chances the court 
grants any relief on this particular petition are virtually zero.”  
  
Kelly has argued that Pennsylvania lawmakers improperly expanded voting by 
mail in the state last year with a vote in the state legislature instead of 
submitting the change through the constitutional amendment process, which 
would have required a statewide ballot question, among other procedural 
steps. 
  
But in throwing out his case Nov. 28, Pennsylvania’s Supreme Court said Kelly 
had waited far too long to file his legal challenge and noted it had only come 
after his favored candidate, Trump, had lost the election.  The court 
also balked at his request to disqualify every ballot cast by mail, with one 
justice calling it “a transparent and untimely effort to subvert the will of 
Pennsylvania voters” in a state Biden won by about 81,000 votes. 
– Philadelphia Inquirer  

 

 

   

 

  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3BIHl3rUq96huOOEpyzaMVnUXUPd7DKmRl9TEyyAbrNs3Ik-dF08i94gQH_vuwgyJ8ReGCkn5y0NwY0EHrFbFjINm7kH8nPEWxyV6bB7Tt3mQFGOtSoixTKfvY3H62XVTr0ZdlZ8pewhsY5vAbi7hiYEaLBeJG7z8-fnGd2eLWsG4royTbdPS8h06evobdcE0rM9Qt_SYnyiaiCSNpcBtCw==&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3BIHl3rUq96huOOEpyzaMVnUXUPd7DKmRl9TEyyAbrNs3Ik-dF08i94gQH_vuwgyJ8ReGCkn5y0NwY0EHrFbFjINm7kH8nPEWxyV6bB7Tt3mQFGOtSoixTKfvY3H62XVTr0ZdlZ8pewhsY5vAbi7hiYEaLBeJG7z8-fnGd2eLWsG4royTbdPS8h06evobdcE0rM9Qt_SYnyiaiCSNpcBtCw==&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3JbOeguMcjnAuUGyGJJ-xSRs52Z_LzZ7ZMXhXU8dcAHnJNNXbE3Oywdde0ucUYzZzVKPjRcobZcp90qaWOModne-KteVU9iZXqkEYjKc_76o=&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016ByjiMdI5o4fC79d_OyhSnZJEVedVgfo-GsCjepJDPSrrXHEHWbptYe8dwU7AKg3XK_rZK7iNkmCk53g-ccgyK06ZF_WbvTOT4D12--Oadwk7TH2sHaTg3giEz5xvJvo3w6e36C5Lpf5BsFfa7gFKzRvV5FXGeTvoGhQA6AmmHZDf0c0_kppVUV_-U_zW84c-Pu-GS28gsejlyP9VEvRgwVjtDiSOL6vZ_NtJUsMpn5XgLmPWpnYsol1Qnht_RYqG5JY5h9udHsu6USpGfTN_NJpYiGRTC_mIBvf08_0tO0=&c=STfNelSdHoYeQj_E1FLDqjN9HT9Jt84-0iijMEoQSTWDrkDqfg0Xcg==&ch=3psBDToZ7AOc40eaa16mUL8oV7v1PGW5V0rUVVEVKMwOE1ggRrog6g==

