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Atlantic Broadband has partnered with TiVo to deliver the Amazon 
Prime Video app to select TiVo devices. Atlantic Broadband customers 
with an Amazon Prime membership can now stream Prime Video 
content via the Prime Video app on select TiVo devices. TiVo also 
provides an integrated search and user experience by including Prime 
Video content in search and recommendation results. Prime Video 
features movies, TV shows, and Amazon Originals. 
 
"The availability of the Prime Video app on select TiVo devices 
continues our multi-phased effort to enhance functionality and to bring 
an exceptional, best-in-class video experience to our customers," said 
Heather McCallion, vice president of product and programming for 
Atlantic Broadband. "This latest, easy-to-use offering from Atlantic 
Broadband greatly expands viewing options for our customers and 
increases their ability to watch great content from the Prime Video 
app." 
 
Atlantic Broadband, which serves more than a half-million customers in 
11 states, launched TiVo's gateway platform in 2013. A year later, it 
integrated Netflix into its video platform. Other upgrades launched in 
the last year include a new user interface featuring intuitive navigation 
and personalized recommendations, plus a new voice-control remote. 
– Broadband Technology Report      
_______________________________________________________ 
 
U.S. Democratic presidential contender Bernie Sanders launched a 
plan on Friday to provide high-speed broadband for every U.S. 
household at a cost of $150 billion, pledging to use antitrust powers to 
take on internet, telecom and cable companies.  
 
Sanders, a leading candidate in the crowded field seeking the 
Democratic nomination to take on Republican President Donald Trump 
in the November 2020 election, said the funding would go toward 
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infrastructure grants and technical assistance to local governments to 
build out publicly owned networks. “Access to the internet is a 
necessity in today’s economy, and it should be available for all,” 
Sanders said in a statement, adding he would use antitrust powers and 
strengthen regulators to “take on the greedy internet, telecom, and 
cable monopolies and put an end to their absurd price gauging.”  
 
He likened the “high-speed internet for all” policy, part of his Green 
New Deal investment plan to transition the U.S. economy away from 
fossil fuels, to President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 1930s rural 
electrification push during the Great Depression. In the United States, 
30% of the rural population and 35% of people on tribal lands lack 
access to broadband, compared with 2 percent in urban areas, 
according to a 2018 Federal Communications Commission report.  
 
Sanders, a U.S. senator from Vermont, is polling second or third in 
most national opinion polls on the Democratic race, behind former Vice 
President Joe Biden and alongside fellow progressive Elizabeth 
Warren, a U.S. senator from Massachusetts. Most of the front-runners 
have pledged to expand broadband access in rural areas, but Sanders 
and Warren have proposed the most ambitious and expensive plans.  
 
Warren said in August she would enact an $85 billion federal grant 
program to bring high-speed internet to rural and Native American 
communities if elected president. Sanders’ plan includes $7.5 billion to 
extend broadband to Native American communities. – Reuters  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Pediatricians and consumer advocates are calling on the Federal 
Trade Commission to investigate practices for collecting online data 
about children, amid concerns advertisers might be manipulating 
children with targeted ads. “Advertising to children is a lucrative, 
booming business, and not enough is understood about these new 
methods of surveilling and monetizing children, or the impact that it has 
on their privacy and wellbeing,” according to a letter to the FTC dated 
Thursday. 
 
The document was signed by 31 groups, including the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, Consumer Reports, Campaign for a 
Commercial-Free Childhood and Center for Digital Democracy. The 
request comes as the FTC is considering updating rules on children’s 
privacy. The FTC had no immediate comment. 
 
Among other things, the groups want the FTC to gather information on 
how companies use data about children, how popular products such as 
Facebook Inc. ’s Instagram recognize child users, and on whether 
existing privacy regulations are effectively protecting 
children. Facebook had no immediate comment. 
 
In a separate announcement Wednesday Instagram said it would start 
asking new users for their date of birth when creating an account, in 
order to more strictly prevent kids under 13 from joining. The letter 
notes that advertising practices are evolving, citing for example 
“playable” ads for mobile phones that combine ads with a game. 
 
Congress in 1998 passed the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act, 
which limits collection of data about children under 13 without parents’ 
approval. The FTC has since adopted rules that spell out how online 
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services should obtain verifiable parental consent before gathering 
data. Earlier this year, the FTC and New York’s attorney general fined 

YouTube $170 million for violating those rules. The video-sharing site 
knowingly tracked children’s activities to target ads at them, according 
to the FTC, which acted after complaints from privacy advocates. 
YouTube neither admitted nor denied wrongdoing as part of the 

settlement.  
 
YouTube, a unit of Google’s parent Alphabet Inc., agreed to force 
creators who upload content to designate whether the videos are 
directed toward children. If videos are aimed at children, targeted ads 
and other features such as comments will be disabled. YouTube had 
no immediate comment on the groups’ letter. 
 
In recent weeks, public records show, the FTC has been flooded with 
comments from YouTube users worried that the new restrictions will 
put popular video creators out of business by cutting off their ad 
revenue. Privacy advocates say the YouTube changes will make the 
platform compliant with the law. Still, they are worried that the FTC 
might loosen children’s privacy rules. 
 
Thursday’s letter says that without a study, the FTC and the public 
won’t know enough about new data-collection practices to discern 
whether the existing rules are working. “The FTC should not 
reformulate any privacy-related policy based on woefully incomplete 
information,” it says. – Wall Street Journal  
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