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Nearly three dozen Republican state lawmakers are asking Democratic Gov. 
Tom Wolf to use his constitutional authority to call the General Assembly back 
into immediate session to address their concerns about the 2020 presidential 
election. 
  
In a letter dated Wednesday, the group of conservative GOP lawmakers led by 
Rep. Daryl Metcalfe, R-Butler County, listed 15 questions they say need to be 
answered ”to help restore our citizens’ faith in the electoral process.” Among 
them are issues related to ballot dropboxes, ballot handling, voting machines 
and more. “The facts are clear: Pennsylvania had a secure election,” said 
Wolf’s spokeswoman Lyndsay Kensinger. “Pennsylvanians voted, state and 
federal judges have rejected the reckless accusations, the U.S. Attorney 
General has found claims of widespread fraud baseless, and the 
representatives must move forward. Spreading lies and misinformation is 
irresponsible. Pennsylvanians deserve better from their elected officials.” 
  
Pennsylvania’s Department of State certified Pennsylvania’s election results on 
Nov. 24, declaring Joe Biden the winner. The final tally shows Biden winning 
Pennsylvania by more than 80,000 votes, or a little over 1 percentage point, 
over President Donald Trump. The 2019-20 legislative session ended on 
Monday. Lawmakers are not scheduled to go into session until Jan. 5 when 
members are sworn in for the next two-year session.  
  
The lawmakers point out in the letter sections of the state constitution allowing 
the governor to “on extraordinary occasions, convene the General Assembly” 
and that allow for him to call a special session “whenever in his opinion public 
interest requires.” “This election clearly represents an extraordinary occasion, 
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and the public interest requires that you convene the General Assembly 
immediately,” the letter states. 
  
Signing the letter that was spearheaded by Rep. Daryl Metcalfe, R-Butler 
County, were Sen.-elect Cris Dush and Reps. Aaron Bernstine, Tim Bonner, 
Stephanie Borowicz, Jim Cox, Russ Diamond, Jonathan Fritz, Mark Gillen, 
Barbara Gleim, Jim Gregory, Rich Irvin, R. Lee James, Mike Jones, Rob 
Kauffman, Dawn Keefer, Ryan Mackenzie, David Maloney, David Millard, Brett 
Miller, Dan Moul, Mike Puskaric, Kathy Rapp, Brad Roae, David Rowe, Frank 
Ryan, Tommy Sankey, Paul Schemel, Craig Staats, Parke Wentling and Dave 
Zimmerman as well as Rep.-elect Brian Smith. No Republican legislative 
leader signed on to the letter. 
  
The lawmakers say in their letter the General Assembly needs to convene to 
provide oversight of the election and address some of the claims made at last 
week’s Senate Majority Policy Committee meeting by Trump’s legal team 
along with a few other issues. They also point out they have a fresh allegation 
from a truck driver working for a U.S. Postal Service subcontractor who says 
he transported well over 100,000 completed absentee ballots from Bethpage, 
N.Y., to Harrisburg, Pa.  
  
This is another attempt after a string of court battles waged by Republicans to 
try to overturn Biden’s victory in Pennsylvania. Another last-ditch effort 
underway by Republicans led by  U.S. Rep. Mike Kelly of northwestern 
Pennsylvania seeks to get the U.S. Supreme Court to take up a lawsuit that 
maintains Pennsylvania’s expansive vote-by-mail law is 
unconstitutional. Similar battles to deny Biden the win are happening in other 
key battleground states as the clock winds down to when the electoral college 
meets on Dec. 14. As it stands now, Biden stands to collect 306 electoral 
college votes, 36 more than is needed to win the White House, to Trump’s 232 
electoral votes. – Harrisburg Patriot-News  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
The 2020 presidential election in Pennsylvania, the first in which any voter 
could request a mail-in ballot, had more than its share of controversies — 
some real, some imagined — and the process deserves to be tweaked and 
refined for future elections. What’s not needed is yet one more politically 
motivated review of the election by lawmakers who are unhappy with the 
outcome. Fortunately, the commonwealth was spared such an exercise 
recently by a legislative service agency. 
  
The state House, along party lines, passed a resolution Nov. 19 ordering a 
“risk-limiting” audit of the election by the bipartisan Legislative Budget and 
Finance Committee. The committee officers, two Republicans and two 
Democrats from the state House and Senate, rejected the call for an audit by a 
2-1 vote — and that only happened because the second Republican happens 
to be retiring at the end of the month and did not participate in the vote. 
  
Although Republicans continue to dominate legislative races throughout the 
state and have firm control of both chambers of the Legislature, they continue 
to rail against the results of the mail-in ballots that helped Joe Biden to a 
victory over President Donald Trump in Pennsylvania. Republican leaders in 
the Legislature and Democratic Gov. Tom Wolf reached an agreement late last 
year, in exchange for voting changes such as eliminating the straight-party 
voting option which seemed to favor Democrats in past elections. In the June 
primary, about 1.4 million voters opted to vote by mail, and nearly 1 million of 
those were Democrats. 
  
In November, about 2.7 million Pennsylvanians voted by mail, with Democrats 
choosing that option by a 3-to-1 margin over Republican voters. Because the 
mail-in ballots could not be processed and counted until Election Day, it took 
several days to confirm that Mr. Biden overcame an early lead by Mr. Trump to 
win the state’s 20 Electoral College votes. In deciding against conducting an 
audit, the legislative committee officers cited several reasons, including doubts 
about being able to perform the audit within the 60- to 90-day deadline and an 
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inability to find a consultant who could handle the task since it was outside 
their area of expertise. 
  
The most logical reason for rejecting the task, however, was the fact that it 
would duplicate other election reviews already underway in the state. Both 
Democratic committee officers pointed out that reviews are being done by the 
Pennsylvania Department of State and the individual counties. In fact, the state 
House Government Committee recently released an interim report detailing the 
election law changes over the past year and concerns raised. That report, 
along with the findings from the Department of State and individual county 
election officials, should provide more than enough information for discussions 
on future changes. 
  
Future elections should be made to run smoother. But that’s not going to 
happen unless lawmakers are willing to compromise. And that kind of 
willingness has been in short supply in Harrisburg for a long time. – Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette editorial  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
This is more of a political stretch than a likelihood, but modern American 
politics teaches us that all things are possible. And, yes, U.S. Senator Bob 
Casey Jr., Scranton-born hometown pal and ally of President-Elect Joe Biden, 
says he wants to stay in the Senate. But he also says if Biden offers an 
administration post, he’d “be honored” to talk about it. 
  
So, it’s at least worth some political fun to consider -- just in case being 
“honored” turns in to being hired -- who Gov. Tom Wolf would choose as 
Casey’s replacement. Because that’s how it works: the governor fills a Senate 
vacancy. Would Wolf look to make history by naming a Black, Latino or 
woman? Boost a political pal who wants to be a Senator? Or pick a 
placeholder who won’t seek the job come next election? 
  
For starters, Wolf could name himself, but that would never happen. He’s 
made clear his current office is his last. And, I’m reliably told, he wants to 
remain in his 45-year marriage to wife Frances. Which is to say, she wouldn’t 
like it. Then who? 
  
An obvious pick is Lt. Gov. John Fetterman. He ran for Senate in the 2016 
Democratic primary (won by Katie McGinty) and is expected to run for Senate 
or governor in 2022. Whoever Wolf would pick serves until the next General 
Election, November 2021; and if he or she runs and wins, serves out Casey’s 
term through 2024. But Fetterman might take a pass. He could be leaning 
more toward a run for governor. Still, there are Sheetz stores in the D.C. area. 
And certainly Atty. Gen. Josh Shapiro, a likely 2022 gubernatorial candidate 
himself, would happily help Fetterman out with any move. 
  
Or Wolf could tap state Treasurer Joe Torsella. The Berwick-born, Ivy-
educated Rhodes Scholar already has a Senator-like resume, and a karmic 
case for his selection. He’s a former U.S. Representative to the United 
Nations, a former president and CEO of the National Constitution Center and a 
former chairman of the state Board of Education. Torsella narrowly lost 
reelection as Treasurer to Republican Stacy Garrity last month in a race all but 
invisible compared to the presidential race. 
  
A case could be made, with no disrespect to Garrity, that Torsella’s loss was 
due to the state no longer having straight-party voting. It went away as part of 
2019 legislation backed and signed by Gov. Wolf giving us mail-in voting. Did 
that hurt down-ballot Dems? Well, in Torsella’s case, the drop-off between 
Biden and Torsella was more than 200,000 votes. Torsella lost to Garrity by 
52,500 votes. Would he have lost with straight-party voting? Maybe. Maybe 
not. And maybe the political fates will make his loss up to him. 
  
Meanwhile, the state never has had a woman senator, or a Black senator, or a 
Latino senator. Wolf could tilt in that direction. And if he leans to gender, you 
might think the aforementioned McGinty, who lost the 2016 Senate race to 



incumbent Republican Pat Toomey by just 1.5% of the vote, would be a logical 
choice. Don’t. She was briefly Wolf’s chief of staff. Didn’t work out. No reward 
is in the offing. 
  
How about University of Pennsylvania Prez Amy Gutman? Pals with Biden. 
Great fundraiser. And while she takes some flak for her reported $3.6 million 
salary, she and her husband, Columbia University Prof Michael Doyle, donated 
$2 million this fall to Penn’s nursing school. There’s speculation Biden might 
ask her to serve in his cabinet. There was similar speculation in 2016, if Hillary 
Clinton was elected. 
  
Or Wolf could tap Pedro Rivera, his former secretary of education, now 
president of Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology, who’s currently 
working on Biden’s transition team. Or, Dwight Evans, a Philadelphia political 
force, a former long-time state House power, elected to Congress in 2016. 
Evans, who is Black, was among the first name Democrats to endorse then-
little-known Wolf for governor in 2014. 
  
Of course, many others could be considered. And, as noted, the likelihood of 
the need arising is, at best, slim. Yet it’s still 2020. So, almost any political 
musing enters the realm of the possible. – John Baer’s column in Harrisburg 
Patriot-News  

 

 

   

 

  

 


