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Net neutrality advocates are preparing one more "Day of Action"
before the expiration of a key deadline for restoring the repealed rules.

In May, the US Senate narrowly voted to reverse the Federal
Communications Commission's repeal of net neutrality rules. But the
measure still needs majority support from the House of
Representatives by a deadline of December 10, net neutrality
advocates say. Advocacy groups Fight for the Future and Demand
Progress organized a Day of Action for Thursday this week.

"Congress has until the end of this session to reverse [FCC Chairman]
Ajit Pai's net neutrality repeal—afterwards, it gets way harder to restore
protections against blocking, throttling, and new fees," the groups said.
"So we're bringing together tech companies, small businesses, and
Internet users for an epic push on November 29th to pressure
lawmakers into signing the Congressional Review Act resolution to
restore net neutrality before it expires."

The effort, involving individuals and businesses that run websites, will
consist of social media posts, banner ads, and website alerts. The goal
is to direct people to this "deadline for net neutrality" page, where they
can sign an open letter to Congress. The effort is a long shot given
President Trump's opposition to net neutrality and the fact that
Republicans control the House until newly elected lawmakers are
sworn in on January 3, 2019.

But advocates say public support is on their side. "Poll after poll shows
that the overwhelming majority of people from across the political
spectrum support strong protections against blocking, throttling, and
paid prioritization of Internet content. In divided times, this is one of the
few things we all agree on," their open letter to Congress says.

Without net neutrality rules, "monopolistic Internet providers like
Comcast, Verizon, and AT&T—some of the least popular companies in
the United States—will become the dictators of our online experience:
they'll control what we see, where we get our news, which businesses
succeed, and which ones falil," the letter also says. Open letter signers
include Etsy, Tumblr, Postmates, Sonos, Foursquare, Namecheap,
Private Internet Access, Startpage.com, Boing Boing, and many
individuals.

In the House, 218 members (a majority) would have to sign a
discharge petition to force a floor vote, but only 177 have signed it (176
of them are Democrats). The discharge petition must be filed by
December 10. Technically, the House could vote on reversing the
repeal until its session ends on January 3. But the House's Republican
leadership almost certainly would not bring the measure to a vote
voluntarily. Advocates are thus centering their efforts around the
December 10 discharge petition deadline.

While Republicans are almost universally opposed to the effort, there
are also 18 Democrats in the House that haven't signed the petition.
Motherboard reviewed campaign finance filings and found that "each of
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the [Democratic] representatives has taken thousands of dollars in
campaign contributions from one or more major telecom companies,
including AT&T, Verizon, Comcast, and the National Cable Television
Association (NCTA), an ISP trade group." (Rep. Joseph Morelle (D-
N.Y.), who was sworn in this month after a special election, intends to
sign the petition, according to Motherboard.)

Lawmakers who haven't supported the petition are listed here.
Advocates are urging Americans to call, write to, or tweet at those
lawmakers. "It's time for members of the House to put partisan politics
aside and protect the future of America's Internet... This isn't a political
decision, it's a moral one," the open letter to Congress says. While the
pending resolution would restore the repealed net neutrality rules in full
and prevent the FCC from overturning them again, lawmakers could
achieve the same or a similar outcome by writing a net neutrality law.

House Democrats say they plan to take steps to protect net neutrality
when they have the majority next year. But Republicans increased
their Senate majority from 51-49 to 53-47 in the recent election,
making it less likely that Democrats could get a strict net neutrality bill
through both chambers of Congress. — Ars Technica

Facebook Inc. will exempt paid posts promoting news articles from its
political ad archive, ending a practice that rankled publishers who
chafed at seeing their journalism classified as if it were paid partisan
advocacy, the company said Thursday. Rob Leathern, Facebook’s
director of product management, said in a post that the decision to
classify ads promoting news articles in Facebook’s political ad archive
was “problematic for a number of news organizations,” adding that the
new policy is aimed at supporting journalism. “We’ll also continue
working with publishers, platforms and fact-checkers to increase
safeguards and transparency in this area, which should lead to greater
accountability for both Facebook and our advertisers,” Mr. Leathern
said.

Earlier this year, Facebook announced that it would begin storing and
displaying political ads in an public archive, one of a series of steps
aimed at increasing transparency in the wake of alleged Russian
election interference on its platform. Paid posts promoting news
articles mentioning political figures and electoral issues were lumped in
with political ads, a decision that drew pushback from news
organizations. — Wall Street Journal
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