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The state of high-speed internet access is looking good in Juniata County 
according to David Gibbons, who represented service provider Centre WISP 
during the Juniata County Commissioners meeting Tuesday morning. The 
Centre County company was selected for the project in April. 
 
Residents in the western portion of the county began receiving broadband 
service in October thanks to the Black Log tower near Honey Grove in Reeds 
Gap. The Black Log tower is one of several towers owned by the county that 
Centre WISP is installing equipment for fixed wireless broadband service. “The 
fixed means it is installed to your home. What is installed is a small dish about 
the size of a piece or paper.” Gibbons said, “This dish rather than pointing at 
space as it would for satellite internet, points towards the ground to a tower.” 
 
According to Gibbons this form of fixed internet technology is similar to that 
used for cellular phone service. But because of the larger size of the antennae, 
Centre WISP is able to deliver faster speeds that are more reliable. “It’s difficult 
to overstate what a big deal it is that we were able to go from being selected as 
the winning bidder to serving customers in about 90 days.” Gibbons said. 
 
Centre WISP is currently expanding service in Juniata County by outfitting five 
additional towers. These new installations will extend the broadband service 
across to the eastern side of the county. Gibbons said assuming everything 
goes as planned with the commercial tower companies, that Centre WISP is 
anticipating coverage over the entire county by the end of the year. When all 
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five additional towers are up and running Centre WISP anticipates about 90% 
of Juniata County will be covered and ready to offer internet service. 
 
In order to use the fixed wireless broadband customers require a line of sight 
with the tower to connect the service. According to Gibbons if customers are at 
a location without a line of sight to a tower Centre WISP can still provide 
service by using an additional dish to direct the wireless signal to a customer’s 
home. These second dishes can be mounted to installed utility poles or 
mounted on other existing structures. 
 
Centre WISP is installing systems in Mifflin and Perry counties which will 
create a network that will cover Juniata County, a large portion of Mifflin 
County and around 30% of Perry County. Portions of neighboring Snyder and 
Huntingdon counties will be able to access the service as well. The broadband 
project was made possible through the efforts of the Juniata County 
Commissioners in partnership with SEDA-Council of Governments, of 
Lewisburg, and internet service provider Centre WISP. – Lewistown Sentinel  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Bloomberg LP built its multibillion-dollar business selling high-priced data 
terminals to institutional customers such as financial-services companies. 
These days, it is focusing much of its energy on reaching media 
consumers. The company on Monday is launching a streaming TV channel, 
built around its social-media brand QuickTake, which will go beyond 
Bloomberg’s core areas of finance and markets, with greater focus on general-
interest and lifestyle news. It will begin with 10½ hours of daily news and 
documentary programming, and will launch on streaming platforms including 
Apple TV, Roku and Amazon Fire TV, the company said. 
 
Meanwhile, Bloomberg is developing a solid business from selling $39.99-a-
month subscriptions to its flagship news website. It now has 250,000 
subscribers, some 40% of them outside the U.S., said Justin Smith, chief 
executive of Bloomberg Media. “We have been building our digital presence 
and have been aggressively seeking to position our media company within the 
new media landscape,” Mr. Smith said. He expects the site to generate over 
$100 million in subscription revenue by the end of next year. 
 
Bloomberg’s sophisticated terminals, which provide reams of financial data as 
well as reporting from Bloomberg News, account for most of the $10.5 billion in 
revenue the company brought in last year, according to research firm Burton-
Taylor International Consulting. But the growth of the terminal business has 
slowed. In recent years, the company has given renewed focus to developing 
its consumer-media business, which could have greater growth potential.  
 
The company has made various attempts over the years to become a more 
prominent consumer news brand with mixed success. Bloomberg News  has a 
partnership with Dow Jones & Co., the parent of The Wall Street Journal, to 
distribute Dow Jones news stories, including content from the Journal, 
Barron’s, MarketWatch and WSJ Pro, via Bloomberg’s data and news 
terminals.  
 
The new streaming channel is an extension of the social-media-distributed 
product Bloomberg created in 2017. Originally called TicToc, it was renamed 
QuickTake last year to avoid confusion with the Chinese social-media 
company TikTok. QuickTake, which launched on Twitter but is now available 
through other social-media platforms, is viewed by some 50 million unique 
visitors a month, Bloomberg says. Programming on the streaming channel will 
include daily live news programs, documentaries, interviews and news 
packages on technology, science and the environment, as well as corporate 
and business news.  
 
Mr. Smith said he hopes the channel will draw the same sort of young 
audience as Cheddar Inc.—a  business-oriented streaming channel that was 
acquired by cable operator Altice USA in 2019 for $200 million—but on a 
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global scale. “The audience in this new environment is so significant and we 
believe there is a big opportunity for new brands to emerge,” he said.  
 
More than 100 Bloomberg staffers now work solely on producing video, 
documentaries and data packages for QuickTake. The streaming channel will 
also draw from the editorial resources of Bloomberg News’s nearly 2,700 
reporters around the world. “We want to bring in younger people because they 
are the future clients of our digital subscription business and the terminal,” said 
John Micklethwait, editor in chief of Bloomberg News. “The content has to go 
where the audience wants you to be.” 
 
QuickTake will be available on Samsung’s free Smart TV streaming video 
service on Nov. 18 and on Tubi and Xumo later this year. American 
Express Co. and AT&T Business will serve as founding sponsors of the 
channel, Bloomberg said. Many ad-supported media outlets have struggled 
during the coronavirus pandemic, as marketers get more choosy about where 
they spend their dollars. Mr. Smith said Bloomberg Media has fared well, with 
digital ad revenue up 27% in the third quarter compared with last year, and 
total revenue up 13%. He declined to give specific revenue figures. The 
company declined to comment on whether the media division was profitable.  
 
Mr. Smith said the subscription side of the business also has gotten a boost 
during the pandemic, because of high interest in the impact of the crisis on the 
economy. The company launched a paywall for its website in 2018, requiring 
readers to pay after a certain number of free page views.  
 
Bloomberg Media’s business is still small relative to the top publishers in 
media, and sustaining rapid user gains will be a challenge. Mr. Smith said 
interest in controversy surrounding Donald Trump’s presidency wasn’t a major 
driver of Bloomberg’s digital audience and subscription gains—as it was for 
many news outlets—so he doesn’t expect former Vice President Joe Biden’s 
victory  in the presidential election to affect Bloomberg Media’s subscription 
business. – Wall Street Journal  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Reaction to COVID-19 needs depoliticization. It’s a disease, not a debate 
topic. It shouldn’t be subject to the same ideological divide splitting 
Pennsylvania and America on so many other issues. 
 
And as case counts here rise to record levels amid spikes across the country, 
we should acknowledge that red state/blue state mentality is a signature factor. 
One that ought to be erased. Our rural/exurban v. urban/suburban differences, 
clearly expressed in the presidential election, separate us on fundamentals of 
running the state and country. They shouldn’t separate us on trying to keep the 
state and country safe.  
 
State Health Secretary Rachel Levine says current “very dangerous” spikes in 
cases, hospitalizations and deaths are not due to more testing. They’re due to 
community spread. That means basic safety measures, wearing a mask, 
washing hands, avoiding crowds and groups outside our immediate 
bubble,  still aren’t uniformly followed. That’s not just in cities, college towns or 
nursing homes. It’s everywhere.  
 
Statewide, 52 of 67 counties are on a COVID-19 watch list that includes 
Dauphin, Cumberland, York, Lancaster, Lebanon, Adams, Perry 
counties. Levine insists following COVID-19 mitigation guidelines is not a 
political issue: “It’s a public health issue.” But for too many, it  is political. And 
that’s the problem.  
 
Emblematic of same? President Donald Trump’s mask-less bravado and 
downplaying COVID-19, and President-Elect Joe Biden’s mask-wearing and 
prioritizing the virus. Political leaders set examples that encourage or 
discourage followers. Maybe it’s coincidental that the state with the fewest 
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coronavirus cases per 100,000 residents (Vermont, 386) is also the state with 
the highest percentage of Biden votes (66.4%).  
 
Maybe it’s fluky that the state with most cases per 100,000 (North Dakota, 
7,413) is also a state with one of Trump’s top win percentages (65.5%). No 
doubt many factors contribute to this disparity between two rural states. But it’s 
hard to think political philosophy didn’t play a role. Also, in Pennsylvania, 
election exit polls from Edison Research (that included calls to mail-in voters) 
showed coronavirus a top issue influencing Biden voters, but barely registering 
with Trump voters.  
 
Political identity, when it comes to health and science, is far more potent than it 
ought to be. Arguments between right and left on broad issues such as taxes 
and spending, gun control, fracking and climate change, are fairly easy to 
understand. They amount to a clash of credos, and they’re constants. The right 
wants less government, more individual freedom; the left wants government 
protections, expanded individual opportunity. What’s less easy to understand is 
why broad political credos get assigned to issues of personal and public safety 
in a global pandemic. 
 
Yes, masks can be a pain. COVID-19 fatigue is real. There’s lingering (and for 
some still active) anger over Gov. Tom Wolf’s early misplay of business 
shutdowns, his marching in a Black Lives Matter protest after telling us all to 
stay out of crowds, and his restrictions on restaurants and bars. But 43 states 
have higher case rates per 100,000 residents than Pennsylvania, since the 
pandemic began.  
 
This includes America’s four more populous states, California, Florida, Texas, 
New York; neighboring states, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Ohio; and 
states with populations similar to ours, Illinois, Georgia and North 
Carolina. Meanwhile, we’ve got Republican lawmakers constantly challenging 
Wolf in ways that undermine the need for measures to combat COVID-19, 
often including their own refusal to wear masks.  
 
This is nothing but a deep, if misguided, bow to the right, a catering to the GOP 
base. And it results in too many Pennsylvanians basing personal actions on 
politics. It’s well past time for that to change. Even with positive news of a 
coming vaccine, the state’s clocking thousands of new cases each day. 
 
What better reason to chuck politics aside? What better reason for stronger 
efforts to follow Health Department guidance? And what better reason to really 
be “all in this together?” Not only in the sense that we’re all affected, but also in 
the sense that all of us join to fight the growing spread of a virulent 
disease. We can’t depoliticize everything. But we can depoliticize COVID-19. 
– John Baer’s column in Harrisburg Patriot-News  

 

 

   

 

  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i3cjEJkOh5ZfPh3xwpvo7SduiDW2I5s2CqfdzmpB1S_aH1FiL-7U9DBofPDATDe6h_pdx5EX0fq1NUbw5pISFld7E_vfn_OLULS6J3y-7YCAtTXYj2OHItV5f51fIAeviV9sHj_5VxEvMpXQUmD3jUx8AcAoDiuuEYqILa1SpeXlUBpN5E55ydoMOktZhXECWxkxCdKMIOPpy8NE7IBhiA==&c=tqad9Q0hnDuzMwiLv_rGgKAtWUlKt-G_zS5AixOGuMYh1HQXH4AIag==&ch=4Ioy5f6JOgQ6yXW19cg2WK7robUo2isf33cGfCjDVIrru6S1fDTxlQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i3cjEJkOh5ZfPh3xwpvo7SduiDW2I5s2CqfdzmpB1S_aH1FiL-7U9DBofPDATDe60nlkVcuqhJTDtaFMNIiloQM5zv4m9MBLUyHVEOgfdpYeqgOuvISzJY-_eA8kUDNvXsxXWjTgJfdy2jLX02pYwR6tW5qUK6J0wpNlMlEScNj14hYA-7XDBEyTkCI8KzO49O6USFgHUGs=&c=tqad9Q0hnDuzMwiLv_rGgKAtWUlKt-G_zS5AixOGuMYh1HQXH4AIag==&ch=4Ioy5f6JOgQ6yXW19cg2WK7robUo2isf33cGfCjDVIrru6S1fDTxlQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i3cjEJkOh5ZfPh3xwpvo7SduiDW2I5s2CqfdzmpB1S_aH1FiL-7U9DBofPDATDe66LLZxjLdzatrPwU2GER0eJ5CwkAaOxtTvSHUqUUql-5JZDloEh2KigQt452LtRfDXogatO4ixZwLCPbU1-C9oN1_XGfbicIA8rbzD9NohNcqhUUn2AuOlequmnjDWhKTKVTzp4SjdK5Wdvd1_em7W-HxKxaL5eJ3mC1yww0NkpB0AodcGy8Riw==&c=tqad9Q0hnDuzMwiLv_rGgKAtWUlKt-G_zS5AixOGuMYh1HQXH4AIag==&ch=4Ioy5f6JOgQ6yXW19cg2WK7robUo2isf33cGfCjDVIrru6S1fDTxlQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i3cjEJkOh5ZfPh3xwpvo7SduiDW2I5s2CqfdzmpB1S_aH1FiL-7U9HSWCdLNJ0eSop6YwjGYx5NsqGiPdQXKAP30nO0dQ_tSuuzsUT0SFHs6pabLHieTTUxAUhLtJcDisRUmhX_HPfQpAM-0Iix-geG4jitBGgBPbWJ6PZ_W9p8odXw1i-qm6teWrifKzVix3ouGZFmCJZ9wKiKPeNGbsw==&c=tqad9Q0hnDuzMwiLv_rGgKAtWUlKt-G_zS5AixOGuMYh1HQXH4AIag==&ch=4Ioy5f6JOgQ6yXW19cg2WK7robUo2isf33cGfCjDVIrru6S1fDTxlQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i3cjEJkOh5ZfPh3xwpvo7SduiDW2I5s2CqfdzmpB1S_aH1FiL-7U9HSWCdLNJ0eSop6YwjGYx5NsqGiPdQXKAP30nO0dQ_tSuuzsUT0SFHs6pabLHieTTUxAUhLtJcDisRUmhX_HPfQpAM-0Iix-geG4jitBGgBPbWJ6PZ_W9p8odXw1i-qm6teWrifKzVix3ouGZFmCJZ9wKiKPeNGbsw==&c=tqad9Q0hnDuzMwiLv_rGgKAtWUlKt-G_zS5AixOGuMYh1HQXH4AIag==&ch=4Ioy5f6JOgQ6yXW19cg2WK7robUo2isf33cGfCjDVIrru6S1fDTxlQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i3cjEJkOh5ZfPh3xwpvo7SduiDW2I5s2CqfdzmpB1S_aH1FiL-7U9DBofPDATDe6LOxny3lCylLeMi_xP49EPJ15WyBzQ55dsqEOH9gQLk2Xe1L3KIVP2j94SlYsBlNitB7-2aviJhYf6Pji416dDCaw4piDGizxUxoie2-0_dpJTyfdEwUwywMjwEVujRJvuoB6avUJw1NjcVuRq0J7M667OYgT48l5OpEv6m8hBnoTuy3S55hNgWzONhdqMvoEBUuvbRRLq4xLdxk2STvoL4oJkwza69O2&c=tqad9Q0hnDuzMwiLv_rGgKAtWUlKt-G_zS5AixOGuMYh1HQXH4AIag==&ch=4Ioy5f6JOgQ6yXW19cg2WK7robUo2isf33cGfCjDVIrru6S1fDTxlQ==

