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In the biggest acquisition in company history, Hickory, North 
Carolina-based cable maker CommScope is buying a Georgia 
telecommunications equipment manufacturer called Arris 
International for $7.4 billion. The combined company’s 
headquarters will remain in Hickory, where CommScope employs 
over 230 people, spokesman Joe Depa said. The merged 
company will maintain “a significant presence” in Suwanee, Ga., 
where Arris has its headquarters, according to a statement from 
CommScope Thursday morning. CommScope’s shares closed at 
$19.56 Thursday, down over 20 percent.  
 
“Hickory remains the global headquarters, but of a much larger 
and strategically important company,” Depa said. “That’s good for 
CommScope and good for this area. We are excited about the 
long-term potential of the combination and the benefits it can 
bring to our customers and employees.” In the statement, 
CommScope, which went public in 2013, said that acquiring Arris 
will position the combined companies to benefit from “key industry 
trends,” including 5G wireless service and the growth of fiber and 
mobility. 
 
Arris makes equipment for the wireless industry, such as 
modems, cable boxes and DVRs. According to the AP, equipment 
makers and telecommunications companies like Verizon are 
working to prepare for 5G, which is expected to allow for faster 
data transmission and better connectivity between multiple 
devices. CommScope has been investing in wireless 
infrastructure and services over the years. The company, for 
instance, worked with the Carolina Panthers to provide the 
equipment and the technical support for Bank of America 

Stadium’s wireless network in 2015.  
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Democrats have Philly 
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gains in Pa. legislature 
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“CommScope and Arris will bring together a unique set of 
complementary assets and capabilities that enable end-to-end 
wired and wireless communications infrastructure solutions that 
neither company could otherwise achieve on its own,” said 
CommScope CEO Eddie Edwards, who will remain CEO of the 
merged company. 
 
To finance the deal, The Carlyle Group, a former CommScope 
owner, has reestablished a $1 billion investment in CommScope, 
giving the investment firm a minority ownership position in the 
local company. The deal is expected to close in the first half of 
2019, CommScope said. By the end of the first full year after the 
deal’s closing, merging with Arris is expected to be more than 30 
percent accretive, meaning it will add that much value, to 
CommScope’s adjusted earnings per share, CommScope 
said. CommScope said combining with Arris will create a 
company with approximately $11.3 billion in annual revenue. – 
Charlotte Observer  
_______________________________________________ 
Tuesday's midterms don't shed much light on the future of net 

neutrality. But advocates do see rays of hope shining through the 
fog of uncertainty.  
 
Democrats, who generally favor rules barring internet service 
providers like Comcast and Verizon from blocking or otherwise 
discriminating against content, took control of the House. And 
even after losing ground in the Senate, the party is tantalizingly 
close to having enough support from Senate Republicans to pass 
new net neutrality protections. 
 
Net neutrality supporters had hoped the issue could be a major 
factor in the midterms. But it didn't work out that way, despite 
multiple polls finding that the issue enjoys broad support from 
both Democratic and Republican voters. In early polls, 
Representative Marsha Blackburn (R-Tennessee), a major 
opponent of Obama-era net neutrality protections, lagged behind 
Democrat Phil Bredesen in the race for retiring senator Bob 
Corker's seat. Ultimately, Blackburn beat Bredesen, who never 
made Blackburn's net neutrality position a major talking point in 
his campaign, by more than 10 percentage points. Meanwhile, 
Representative Mike Coffman (R-Colorado) lost his reelection bid 
despite his vocal support for net neutrality. 
 
That makes it hard to predict how lawmakers will handle net 
neutrality between now and the 2020 election. Republicans have 
historically opposed strong net neutrality regulations, but they 
might be ready to compromise with Democrats, says Chip 
Pickering, a former Republican representative from Mississippi 
who now runs a tech and telecommunications industry group 
called Incompas that supports net neutrality.  
 
The broadband industry is at least paying lip service to some sort 
of net neutrality legislation amid lawsuits seeking to reinstate 
Obama-era net neutrality rules and efforts by states like California 

to pass their own regulations. "The industry needs certainty and 
predictability as opposed to the litigation and state-by-state 
action," Pickering says. "So you could see bipartisan legislation."  
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Some Republicans are coming around. Last May, the Senate 
approved legislation that would have restored the Federal 
Communications Commission's Obama-era net neutrality 
protections, which the FCC voted to jettison last year. Three 
Senate Republicans—Susan Collins (R-Maine), John Kennedy 
(R-Louisiana), and Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)—joined all Senate 
Democrats in voting for the legislation.  
 
By the time the new Democratic majority takes control of the 
House next year, it will be too late to overturn the FCC's decision 
using the same legislative maneuver used in the Senate. To 
reinstate net neutrality legislatively, House Democrats need to 
either win over more than 20 Republican supporters this year or 
get the Republican-controlled Senate to approve a new bill. Either 
way, net neutrality supporters would also need the approval of 
President Trump. 
 
Depending on the outcome of a few too-close-to-call Senate 
races, it’s still possible that both chambers will have majorities 
that support net neutrality next year—assuming the three 
Republicans who voted in May to restore the rules have not 
changed their positions. But one thing is clear: Backers of a bill 
would need to move quickly, before the 2020 campaign 
consumes Washington. "If something's going to get done, it will 
have to move quickly in 2019," Pickering says. "A window of 
opportunity for legislative achievements declines as you go into 
2020." 
 
Pickering points to a net neutrality bill proposed by Coffman last 

summer as an approach that could attract bipartisan support. 
Many Republicans claim to support the principles of net neutrality 
but oppose the Obama-era FCC's decision to classify broadband 
internet providers as "Title II" common carriers like traditional 
telephone services. Republicans like Representative Kevin 
Cramer, who just won a Senate seat in Indiana, argue that Title II 
classification is heavy handed. But a federal court ruled in 2014 
that the FCC would have no authority to enforce net neutrality 
protections unless it classified broadband providers as common 
carriers.  
 
Coffman's bill tries to find a middle ground by creating a new "Title 
III" classification for broadband providers. That could make it 
more palatable to Senate Republicans than previous net neutrality 
efforts. The bill hasn't progressed in the House, but it's possible 
that cosponsor Jeff Fortenberry (R-Nebraska) could try to push 
the legislation forward once the House Subcommittee on 
Communications and the Internet, now chaired by Blackburn, is 
under Democratic control. 
 
Paying lip service to net neutrality is one thing, and actually 
backing legislation is another. It's also possible that Republicans 
will push for less stringent broadband regulations that undermine 
net neutrality. For example, Blackburn proposed a bill last year 
that would allow broadband providers to create paid "fast lanes" 
and ban states like California from passing their own net neutrality 
rules. 
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The good news for net neutrality supporters is that House 
Democrats will be in a position to block any such legislation. The 
House can also act as a broadband watchdog in other ways, says 
Obama-era FCC lawyer Gigi Sohn. For example, the FCC is 
currently considering a proposal that could allow broadband 
providers to stop leasing infrastructure to competitors, which 
opponents say will harm broadband competition, and it will also 
need to rule on the merger between T-Mobile and Sprint. The 
House won't be able to force the FCC’s decision, but FCC officials 
“won't like getting called in to testify on Capitol Hill every week," 
Sohn says. – Wired   
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