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For anyone wondering if Comcast Corp.’s dramatic $39 billion takeover 
of Sky Plc would bring a major overhaul, the new owner emerged at 
the broadcaster’s London headquarters with a consoling message: we 
come in peace.  
 
Comcast Chief Executive Officer Brian Roberts is trying to rein in any 
expectations for more big M&A moves or a significant shift in how Sky 
is managed, after the deal triggered speculation throughout the 
continent’s media industry. Roberts said he’s got his “plate full” after 
the deal for Sky, which will delist in London on Wednesday and 
become part of Philadelphia-based Comcast. “Sky is a great business,” 
he said in an interview. “Let’s do no harm and let them run the 
company.” 
 
Comcast had to deliver a knockout bid to secure Sky and its 23 million 
European subscribers and see off rival suitor 21st Century Fox Inc., 
backed by Walt Disney Co. That’s left investors wondering how he 
intends to squeeze more value out of the combined business to make 
the deal pay off. Speaking to Bloomberg, Roberts laid out a light-touch 
strategy for Sky that chimes with how Comcast dealt with 
NBCUniversal, its most recent big acquisition, almost a decade 
ago. Comcast shares fell heavily after the deal for the U.S. TV and film 
production giant was announced on concern it had overpaid. Roberts 
said investors now see that takeover as a success. 
 
Comcast has taken a relatively hands-off approach to managing 
NBCUniversal and Roberts indicated he would use a similar style with 
Sky and its CEO Jeremy Darroch, stressing how he would let Darroch 
run the business and make the big decisions himself. “The way we will 
operate the company is he knows the market better than me. Those 
opportunities he will pick and choose,” he said. Akin to Comcast in the 
U.S., Sky sells bundles of TV, mobile and internet services, luring 
subscribers with premium programming such as English Premier 
League soccer and original dramas like 1920s sex-and-crime saga 
“Babylon Berlin.” 
 
Roberts sees Sky’s geographic reach as helping Comcast diversify out 
of the U.S., which has been hit by consumers cutting their expensive 
cable packages in favor of cheaper options from Netflix Inc. and 
Amazon.com Inc. Comcast’s sales from outside the U.S. will rise to 25 
percent of overall revenues when it owns Sky, versus 9 percent 
currently. Roberts held a town-hall meeting with thousands of Sky 
employees earlier on Tuesday where he conveyed a message of 
continuity. 
 
Pressed for examples of how Comcast will work with Sky in future, 
Roberts said their joint promotion of new Universal film “The Grinch” 
gives a flavor of the kind of collaboration now possible. He also 
mentioned how Sky’s U.K. news channel could draw upon NBC’s 
coverage of the U.S. midterm elections and said Sky was using 
Comcast’s home Wi-Fi technology to help its rollout of broadband in 
Italy. The change of ownership at Sky has revived speculation that it 
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could reverse its approach of relying largely on other companies’ 
networks to deliver broadband and mobile services. 
 
Roberts said Darroch had played down the prospect of Sky investing 
heavily in infrastructure in the U.K., its biggest market, in the way that 
Comcast has in the U.S. “I see no reason to change” Darroch’s 
approach, said Roberts. “I think there are different markets and 
different starting places.” – Bloomberg; from CNBC, Comcast is 

developing a video-streaming box for broadband-only customers  
_______________________________________________ 
 
AT&T will soon begin kicking some of the company’s broadband 
customers offline for piracy. Anonymous sources familiar with AT&T’s 
plans told Axios that the company will soon inform around a dozen 
broadband customers that their internet connections will be terminated 
due to copyright infringement. Terminating the accounts of repeat 
offenders is a new policy for AT&T, and comes on the heels of the 
company’s $86 billion acquisition of Time Warner.  
 
In a statement provided to Motherboard, AT&T said the company will 
only terminate customers’ broadband connections if they ignore the 
entertainment industry’s repeated efforts to “educate” them about the 
perils of copyright infringement. “Based on the notices we received, we 
identified the customer on the account and shared with them the 
information we received” from copyright holders, AT&T said. “We also 
reached out to the customer to educate them about copyright 
infringement and offer assistance to help prevent the activity from 
continuing.” According to AT&T, a “small number of customers” who 
keep receiving warnings “despite our efforts to educate them” could 
suddenly find themselves without an internet connection. 
 
As part of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act, ISPs are required to 
forward warnings about copyright infringement sent to them by the 
entertainment industry. But since users frequently ignore these 
warnings and there’s no real penalty for repeat offenses, the 
entertainment industry has spent years trying to up the ante by making 

penalties far more severe. In recent years, the entertainment industry 
has sued ISPs they claim haven’t done enough to thwart copyright 
infringement, arguing broadband providers should lose their “safe 
harbor” liability protections under the DMCA If they refuse to terminate 
repeat offenders.  
Many smaller ISPs have been battling this contention in court, arguing 
they shouldn’t be saddled with the costs of playing copyright cops, 
especially since these efforts are often linked to so-called copyright 

trolls. But AT&T, now a larger broadcaster in the wake of its Time 
Warner acquisition, doesn’t appear poised to put up much of a fight on 
this front. You’ll have to work hard to get on AT&T’s bad side. The 
efforts are primarily being aimed at users that download a significant 
volume of copyrighted material, and users will need to ignore at least 
nine warnings before AT&T will kick you offline.  
 
Still, critics like the Electronic Frontier Foundation have long warned 
that terminating consumer broadband access is a severe, problematic 
over-reaction to copyright infringement, especially given that 
broadband is increasingly seen as an essential utility. Supreme Court 
precedent (Packingham v North Carolina) has also been interpreted by 

copyright experts to indicate that booting users offline for piracy is a 
violation of the First Amendment. “A big problem with these private 
agreements is that they frequently leave Internet users without a seat 
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at the negotiating table, and with little or no recourse when the 
companies involved violate users’ privacy or silence users’ online 
speech,” the EFF has argued.  
Historically, threatening pirates hasn’t really done all that much to 
hamper piracy, either. Many users avoid ISP and entertainment 
industry tracking of this sort by simply hiding their traffic behind VPNs 
or proxies. And since nobody tracks pirates as they float between 
ISPs, there’s nothing stopping a user from switching providers 
(assuming users actually have the option).  
AT&T’s efforts on this front are just the latest in a long line of similar 
efforts that have traditionally steered clear of kicking users offline 
completely. Back in 2013 the broadband industry struck a deal with the 
entertainment industry on a controversial “six strikes” copyright alert 

system. Under that system, users received six, ever-escalating 
warnings about copyright infringement, in some cases even having 
their connections throttled or temporarily suspended until users 
acknowledged the warnings.  
 
However, the “educational” material ISPs forwarded to consumers was 
arguably one-sided (ignoring concepts like fair use), and consumers 
had to pay a $35 fee to contest their innocence. That was a notable 
problem, given that accusations have traditionally been based on 
dubious information and the assumption of guilt based entirely on IP 
address. By 2017 the program had largely ended, and the 
entertainment industry has been trying to force ISPs to up the ante 
ever since. AT&T, for its part, seems happy to oblige. – Motherboard  
_______________________________________________ 
Despite prognosticators’ suggestions that control of Pennsylvania’s 
House of Representatives was going to be a tossup, the latest results 
available Wednesday morning indicate that Republicans have held 
onto control of the chamber. 
 
With five of the 203 seats still undetermined, Republicans appear to 
hold 106 seats, compared to 92 for Democrats. Even if the five 
remaining seats break for Democrats, Republicans would have a nine-
vote edge; if the last five go the GOP, that edge grows to 19. Still, it’s a 
smaller margin than Speaker Mike Turzai and his allies had before the 
election. Heading into the election, Republicans had a comfortable 37-
seat margin, with 120 members in the House compared to 83 for 
Democrats. 
 
House Appropriations Committee Chairman Stan Saylor, R-Red Lion, 
anticipated early Tuesday evening that his party would retain control of 
the chamber. In an interview with Pennsylvania Cable Network, he said 
that his priorities for the upcoming term would be unchanged from the 
last one. “For me, it'll be again, a fiscally responsible budget that 
doesn't require taxes,” he said. “We're at a surplus right now in our 
state budget. Also, I'll be looking at property tax reform as another 
issue that many Republicans throughout the state of Pennsylvania 
want to see, as well as Democrats. So those are some of the key 
issues, but fiscal responsibility is a key for us because we still lag 
behind some of the other states around the country in job creation.” 
 
It’s a similar story in the state Senate, where only 25 of the 50 seats 
were up for election and it was clear that Republicans were unlikely to 
lose the chamber. The GOP’s 35-16 edge has been reduced to a 27-
21 margin, according to unofficial returns, with two seats still too close 
to call. That means that Senate President Pro Tempore Joseph 
Scarnati and his allies no longer hold a supermajority margin. 
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Two incumbent Republican senators were defeated Tuesday. Sen. 
John Rafferty, R-Collegeville, has served in the Senate since 2003, 
representing a suburban Philadelphia district. And Sen. Thomas 
McGarrigle, R-Drexel Hill, was elected in 2014, also to a district just 
outside Philadelphia. Notable incumbent Republicans from the House 
who were defeated included Rep. Tim Hennessey, the chairman of the 
House Aging & Older Adult Services Committee and a House member 
since 1993, and Rep. Kate Harper, the chairman of the House Local 
Government Committee and a House member since 2001. 
 
Democratic incumbents that lost included Rep. Bryan Barbin, a House 
member since 2009, and Rep. Helen Tai, who had just joined the 
House this year after a special election in the spring. House 
Republicans will be choosing a new leader after House Majority Leader 
Dave Reed announced he would be leaving the chamber this spring. 
Reed had been pondering a run for Congress, but he abandoned his 
plans after the congressional district maps were redrawn by the state 
Supreme Court, putting Reed into a district with a Republican 
incumbent. 
 
Saylor indicated that he and other Republican leaders were prepared 
to work with Democratic Gov. Tom Wolf, who was re-elected Tuesday 
night, to keep Pennsylvania’s economy on track. “Well, in talking with 
Gov. Tom Wolf – and we're going to talk again, after this election – 
we've already had some discussions about York County in particular, 
because this is where he's originally from,” Saylor said. “And so we'll 
be looking at how we can do more in the area of job creation and 
raising wages for constituents. But we're seeing that already with the 
Trump economy that we've been seeing. – Watchdog.org; from 

Associated Press, GOP absorbs losses but still controls PA 

legislature;  and from Pennlive, the turnout in PA exceeded normal 

midterms  
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