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With Gov. Tom Wolf's agenda for his final two years in office hanging in the
balance, Republicans in Pennsylvania appeared on track to keep the majority
in the state Senate, while control of the House remained in question.

The GOP, which has controlled the Senate since 1994, scored victories for
incumbents in Erie and Lancaster Counties, while also picking up a flip in the
southwest part of the state, according to the Associated Press. All three seats
were seen as prime targets for Democrats, who, led by Wolf, spent big in their
effort to end the GOP’s reign. “We are confident with the results that are
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already in that not only have we maintained the majority, but it is likely that we
will increase our majority,” state Sen. Majority Leader Jake Corman (R.,
Centre) told reporters Wednesday.

By Wednesday afternoon, the House Democratic Campaign Committee had
conceded one of its targets in Dauphin County, but declared victory in a
Montgomery County seat. And the chair of the committee urged patience as
candidates wait for county election offices to count a flood of mail

ballots. “Anyone who tries to call a race prematurely is doing so to amplify
Donald Trump’s message of election chaos,” Rep. Leanne Krueger (D.,
Delaware) said.

House Republican leaders said they saw promising signs from the early
election results, particularly in Democrat-held districts that Trump won four
years ago, but they also acknowledged that they were waiting for more totals.
Republicans took control of the House in 2010. “We’re as anxious to see the
results as anybody else, but we feel very confident,” said state Rep. Greg
Rothman (R., Cumberland), chair of the political arm for House Republicans.

Control of the legislature is particularly important heading into 2021, when
lawmakers will draw new congressional maps and potentially shape
Pennsylvania politics for the next decade. For Wolf, it was key to his agenda
for raising the minimum wage, enacting a severance tax on natural gas drilling,
and other issues. Wolf’'s campaign committee spent about $2.8 million on state
House and Senate races this year, another sign of how important control was
to the governor.

In the Senate, incumbent Republicans Dan Laughlin in Erie County and Scott
Martin in Lancaster County easily held onto their seats, according to the
Associated Press. The news outlet also declared Democratic Sen. Pam lovino,
who won a hotly contested special election in 2019, had lost to Republican
challenger Devlin Robinson. lovino, meanwhile, had not conceded as of
Thursday morning, saying on Twitter, “The results show us trailing, however,
there remain an unknown number of votes that will need to be counted by
hand.” Competitive challenges to Republican state Sen. Tom Killion in
Delaware and Chester Counties and state Sen. John DiSanto in Dauphin and
Perry Counties had not been called as of 5 p.m. Wednesday. Candidates were
also awaiting results for a few Democrat-held seats.

In the House, Democrats need a net gain of nine seats to control the 203-
member chamber. They targeted races in the Philadelphia suburbs,

where they flipped more than a dozen seats two years ago, as well in
suburban areas outside Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, and Allentown, where they
hoped to capitalize on anti-Trump sentiment. Democrats failed to pick up one
of the seats they had hoped to flip in Dauphin County — the 106th House
district held by Rep. Tom Mehaffie — and lost incumbent Rep. Wendy Ullman
in Bucks County’s 143rd House district, the Associated Press reported.

Democrats did declare victory in one of their target districts: the 152nd House
seat, covering parts of Montgomery County and Philadelphia where
Republican state Rep. Tom Murt was not seeking re-election. The Associated
Press had not declared a winner in that seat as of Wednesday

afternoon. Democrats also had to defend some of their most conservative
members in places where white, working-class voters have shifted to Trump
and Republicans in recent years. Their incumbents in Cambria, Westmoreland,
and Lawrence Counties faced well-funded opposition. The conservative
political action committee Commonwealth Leaders Fund ran ads linking them
to Wolf and criticizing a vote they took this spring against loosening
coronavirus restrictions on businesses.

Commonwealth Leaders Fund was one of many groups and outside donors
that poured millions of dollars into the races. Four political committees —
Wolf's, the pro-Democrat Pennsylvania Fund for Change, the pro-Republican
Build PA PAC, and Commonwealth Leaders Fund — alone spent more than
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$17.8 million this year, much of that money targeted at state legislative races,
according to the latest available campaign finance reports.

Meanwhile, the political arm for House Democrats reported spending $12.1
million from late June to Oct. 19, while the campaign committee for House
Republicans reported spending $6.2 million for the same period. Everytown for
Gun Safety, co-founded by former New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg,
recently said it spent more than $1.6 million through two funds to flip the
Pennsylvania legislature. The group wants lawmakers here to increase
background check requirements for gun purchases and allow judges to
temporarily confiscate firearms from a person deemed a risk to himself or
others. A spokesperson for the group declined to discuss the election results
Wednesday, saying it was still too early and there are too many ballots to be
counted. — Spotlight PA

It's no surprise we can’t resolve a national election. We can’t resolve anything.

We’ve become a state and nation enigmatic to ourselves. We know what
should be done: united efforts to find solutions for health care, education, racial
and economic inequalities, even troubles caused by COVID. Yet we don’t
unite. Joint efforts are few. The same issues continue dividing us.

So, when new issues come along, like pandemics or elections, we take to our
respective corners and wait for the bell. Well, it rang on Election Day and we
came out swinging. Now what? America’s great partisan divide likely leads to
recounts and lengthy litigation.

Pennsylvania is Exhibit A. Our let’'s-mail-it-in democracy is expected to get
lawsuit-slapped all the way to the Supreme Court, with who knows what
results. And even if this election’s decided without Pennsylvania, the state
we’re in after voting’s done says plenty about our state. Is anyone shocked that
our vote for president got hung out to dry because our Republican Legislature
and Democratic governor couldn’t find a way to allow counting of mail-in

votes (cleverly hidden in two envelopes) before Election Day?

Of course not. Why compromise when you can delay results and sow doubt
about the legitimacy of mailed ballots, which Gov. Tom Wolf fiercely promotes
and President Donald Trump calls election theft? Leaders who care about
more than themselves find resolutions, even if it means giving things up. Be
nice if we had some. Instead, we work to keep doubt and dissension alive.

On election night, GOP state Senate bosses called for the state’s top election
official, Wolf's appointed Secretary of State Kathy Boockvar, to resign. They
charge she gave improper guidance to counties on handling mail-ins arriving
after Election Day, and in okaying the contact of voters to correct mailed ballot
errors. She says she acted properly.

This comes after earlier mail-in litigation. And historic bouts over voter ID. We
should change our state slogan: Pennsylvania, bailiwick of ballot

bickering. These fights over mail-in votes, counting delays and legal action,
could well determine the state’s final tally in this election. At a minimum, such
issues maintain and maybe expand our harsh political divide. Once we were
the keystone of states. Now we look like another brick on the pile of un-united
states.

And polling? Are you kidding? Who'’s going to believe pollsters ever again? Of
more than 200 national polls reported on the Real Clear Politics website since
January, all but five had Joe Biden leading President Trump. And two of those
had the race tied. Many others had Biden with a double-digit edge, including a
CNN poll last month showing Biden up 16 points.

And since a horserace-hungry national media and cable news entertainers
treat these polls as meaningful, the public’s view of elections gets skewed,
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which is not what news is supposed to do. I've noted before, national polls are

worthless in an Electoral College system based on state-by-state results. Plus,
polls do not predict the future. They are snapshots of moments that already are
passed by the time they’re published.

They have value at a state level, and in reflecting trends. But the way national
polls are used and promoted as a measure of national candidate preference
serves no civic interest. And how many times did you hear pundits and
pollsters say, “This isn’t 2016,” when polls missed the scope of Trump’s
support. Well, in many ways, it is. How else does an incumbent president
who’s never achieved a 50% approval rating, get this close to winning
reelection?

It should be clear by now that too many of those in the political process and in
the press still don’t get it. Don’t recognize the force of cultural issues. Don’t
understand a widespread, underlying loathing of a woke, politically correct
left. And don’t sense the power of a salesman, however flawed, to convince
vast segments of a population that facts are lies, the news is fake, science is
wrong, and a media-hyped pandemic is all but over — no doubt certain to
disappear, “like a miracle,” after Election Day. This election, nationally and in
Pennsylvania, however and whenever it ends, tells us, like it or not, who we
are. And that’s pretty much who we were four years ago. -- John Baer's
column in Harrisburg Patriot-News
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