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Westmoreland County will participate in a study expected to clarify 
the status of local broadband internet service and what might be 
needed to improve coverage in the region. 
 
Officials on Tuesday announced a $50,000 grant was awarded to the 
Southern Alleghenies Planning and Development Commission to 
map out broadband needs in Westmoreland, Fayette, Cambria, Blair, 
Huntingdon, Fulton, Bedford and Somerset counties. The grant will 
be augmented with a local match that requires each participating 
county to pay an additional $6,250 for the study that is expected to 
cost $100,000. “This is an opportunity to identify where we are in 
terms of broadband. Right now, we can’t address that until we 
understand what we have,” said Brian Lawrence, deputy director of 
planning for Westmoreland County. 
 
Officials said there is no real database or detailed information to show 
exactly where broadband internet service is available to residents and 
where coverage is lacking. Lawrence said planners suspect there are 
many areas throughout the region and in Westmoreland County 
where high speed internet service is not available and the 
identification of specific locations is more guess work than 
established fact. 
 
The study, expected to be completed by July, will identify areas 
without service as well as underserved communities. It also will 
assess where the service is now provided, the infrastructure in place 
and cost estimates to establish upgraded and additional service. “A 
study like this helps lay the foundation for broadband that supports 
our senior population through the delivery of telehealth,” said 
Westmoreland County Commissioners Chairwoman Gina Cerilli.  
 
Officials said enhancing broadband service was identified in the 
county’s recently completed comprehensive plan to help bring jobs 
and population to Westmoreland County. “Broadband internet service 
isn’t a luxury anymore. It’s a basic quality of life factor for attracting 
and retaining our workforce. We need this study to help us make 
informed decisions,” said Commissioner Ted Kopas. 
 
Officials said the study, once completed, also will help county leaders 
identify new funding sources to pay for upgraded service. “We 
learned in Reimagining Our Westmoreland that, for businesses, 
broadband is an essential infrastructure for tomorrow’s jobs. This is 
especially true for Industry 4.0 and the growing digital economy,” said 
Commissioner Charles Anderson. – Pittsburgh Tribune-Review  
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Charter’s continuing crusade against password sharing has led the 
cable company to the Alliance for Creativity and Entertainment 
(ACE). Charter is joining the coalition, which has largely focused on 
criminal piracy, to form a new working group focused on reducing 
unauthorized access to content. The group said it will provide 
opportunities to share best practices and information on what 
facilitates unauthorized access, including improper password sharing 
and inadequate encryption. 
 
“The digital era has led to an explosion of new streaming platforms 
and a golden age in television,” said Chairman and CEO of the 
Motion Picture Association, Charles Rivkin, who is also chairman of 
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ACE, in a statement. “But its openness has also brought challenges 
like piracy and unauthorized access that compromise the intellectual 
property that supports content creators and the economic viability of 
their work.” “We are very pleased that ACE and its coalition of 
members have committed through this initiative to take on 
unauthorized password sharing and other content security practices, 
and we look forward to working together on this important issue,” said 
Tom Rutledge, chairman and CEO of Charter Communications, in a 
statement. “Consumer, creators, and distributors alike will benefit 
from collaborative solutions that make content more secure and 
curtail unauthorized copyright use and distribution, while preserving 
the customer’s ability to enjoy the content rights they’ve purchased on 
the network, platform, device, and locations to which they subscribe.”  
 
Charter joining ACE comes after earlier this month the operator 
enlisted Fox to help with implementing business rules to address 
unauthorized access to content. Charter reached a similar agreement 
with Disney over the summer. The deals with Disney and Fox, and 
now ACE, could signal an escalation of Charter’s efforts to combat 
password sharing. According to a years-old report from Bloomberg, 
Charter, during contract negotiations, was encouraging programmers 
to limit concurrent streams and to force pay TV subscribers to log in 
more often. The report also portrayed Disney as an ally in the fight 
against password sharing. – Fierce Video   
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
Army combat veteran, author and Fox News contributor Sean Parnell 
is the third Republican to enter the 17th Congressional District 
primary with an eye on challenging U.S. Rep. Conor Lamb. Sean 
Parnell, an Army combat veteran, author and Fox News Channel 
contributor, on Wednesday became the third Republican to announce 
a primary bid to try and eventually challenge U.S. Rep. Conor Lamb 
in 2020. 
 
Parnell, a 38-year-old Cranberry Township resident, made the 

announcement on Fox News Channel’s Fox & Friends morning show 
after commenting on Democratic presidential candidate and former 
Vice President Joe Biden’s remarks about President Donald Trump’s 
handling of Syria and ISIS. Western Pennsylvania “deserves 
leadership that truly represents them and right now (Lamb) does not 
represent them all,” Parnell said.  
 
Parnell described Lamb, D-17, Mount Lebanon, as a “self-described 
moderate Democrat, but the truth is he has voted in lockstep with 
(House Speaker) Nancy Pelosi.” A Lamb campaign spokesman 
declined to respond to Parnell’s comments. 
 
According to the statistical analysis website fivethirtyeight.com, 
however, Lamb, a Marine Corps veteran, has voted nearly 27 percent 
of the time since May 2018 on legislation backed by Trump. If the 
17th District existed in 2016, Trump would have won it by just 2.5 
percentage points and Lamb beat then-Republican U.S. Rep. Keith 
Rothfus by 12 percentage points in November 2018. The district 
includes all of Beaver County, part of Cranberry Township in Butler 
County and a large portion of Allegheny County.  
 
In a campaign press release, Parnell acknowledged that he lives two 
miles outside of the district. House candidates do not have to live in 
the districts for which they are running, but it is generally seen as a 
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political liability. Most recently, Rothfus, then a challenger, moved 
from Edgeworth to Sewickley so he could be in the former 12th 
Congressional District for the 2012 election after district lines were 
redrawn. Rothfus beat then-Democratic U.S. Rep. Mark Critz in that 
race. 
 
After his Fox appearance, Parnell took to Twitter and posted, “I have 
decided to serve the greatest nation in the world once again and run 
for Congress in 2020, to represent the great people of Pennsylvania 
17. It’s time that Congress has leaders that listen to the people and 
are inspired to do what’s best for those they represent.” Although 
nothing was posted on his campaign website or Facebook page, a 
handful of Beaver County Republicans said Parnell is expected to be 
at Café Kolache in Beaver at 1 p.m. Thursday. 
 
Parnell joins Cranberry resident Scott Timko, a commercial pilot and 
Air Force veteran, and Ingram resident Brian Thomsen, an Army 
Special Forces veteran who is on probation in North Carolina, in the 
Republican primary field, although Parnell has a much higher profile 
from his cable TV appearances. 
 
A biography on Parnell’s campaign website, seanforcongress.co, says 
he was inspired to join the Army after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks. As a combat infantryman, he spent nearly 500 days fighting 
along the Afghanistan-Pakistan border. The website says Parnell was 
wounded and medically discharged from the Army Rangers as a 
captain. He is a Purple Heart and Bronze Star recipient. Parnell has 
co-authored the memoir “Outlaw Platoon” about his overseas 
deployment and written two novels. He is also the co-founder of the 
American Warrior Initiative to help veterans. – Beaver County Times   
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