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Sports oriented streaming service fuboTV has reached an agreement to carry 
AT&T SportsNet Pittsburgh Region, the TV home of the Pittsburgh Penguins 
and Pittsburgh Pirates. The regional sports network will be available ahead of 
the start of the 2020/21 NHL season. Financial terms were not disclosed. 
 
“As a sports-first live TV streaming platform, our goal is to offer consumers 
regional sports networks with leading local market position and full team 
coverage, at pricing customers can afford,” said Ben Grad, head of content 
strategy and acquisition for fuboTV. “Therefore, we are excited to bring full 
home coverage of Pittsburgh Pirates and Pittsburgh Penguins to their fans with 
our new agreement with AT&T Sports Networks. fuboTV is now a great choice 
for sports fans in Pittsburgh and, with our leading live sports, news and 
entertainment content portfolio, there is something for everyone at home to 
watch and enjoy.” 
 
AT&T SportsNet Pittsburgh's coverage includes over 225 live regular season 
games of both the Pittsburgh Pirates and Pittsburgh Penguins, as well as other 
ancillary programming and behind the scenes content. The RSN is available 
throughout the states of Pennsylvania and West Virginia and in portions of 
New York, Ohio and Maryland. 
 
The agreement increases fuboTV’s local coverage in Pittsburgh, where it 
already carries CBS, Fox and NBC affiliates alongside national sports 
networks including ESPN, FS1, CBS Sports Network and the ACC 
Network. “We are thrilled to announce this deal with fuboTV and give fans 
even more options to watch the Pittsburgh Pirates and Pittsburgh Penguins in 
their home market,” said Nina Kinch, VP of affiliate relations for AT&T Sports 
Networks. “Both teams have enormous fan bases and we have had a lot of 
demand to bring these teams to OTT providers. We are very excited that 
customers will now have that option with fuboTV.” 
 
fuboTV will carry AT&T SportsNet Pittsburgh as part of its base fubo 
subscription package, fubo Standard. – Next TV; more from Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette  
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Republicans on the Federal Communications Commission reaffirmed the 
agency's 2017 repeal of Obama-era net neutrality rules in a 3-2 vote Tuesday. 
The vote came in response to a federal court's order a year ago that directed 
the agency to review some provisions of the repeal. The two Democrats on the 
FCC dissented.  
 
The net neutrality rules, which were passed under President Barack Obama's 
administration in 2015, barred internet service providers from blocking or 
slowing internet content. They also banned these providers from allowing 
online companies to pay for "fast lanes" that would deliver their content to 
users more quickly. In 2017 under President Donald Trump, the FCC repealed 
the rules and abdicated some of its regulatory authority over broadband 
companies.   
 
A federal appeals court in October 2019 upheld most of the FCC's repeal of 
the rules. But it also ordered the agency to reconsider its repeal based on how 
the move might affect public safety, regulations on infrastructure attachments 
to utility poles, and the FCC's ability to provide subsidies to low-income 
individuals for broadband service. The three Republicans making up the FCC's 
majority voted Tuesday to leave the order unchanged. Chairman Ajit Pai said 
in a  blog post ahead of Tuesday's vote that after reviewing public comment on 
the issues, he's "confident that the regulatory framework we set forth in the 
Restoring Internet Freedom Order appropriately and adequately addresses 
each issue."  
 
Pai and other Republicans have argued that since the repeal of net neutrality 
rules went into effect in June 2018 consumers' access to the internet hasn't 
changed. They credit the agency's deregulation for spurring investment in 
network infrastructure, which allowed broadband and wireless networks to be 
ready for the onslaught of traffic they faced as the coronavirus forced millions 
of people across the country to work and attend school from home via internet 
connections.   
 
But consumer groups and critics of the FCC's repeal dispute this assertion. 
They also still fear that broadband companies will raise prices, stifle online 
competition and selectively control the speed of access to certain content. "It is 
patently obvious to all but the most devoted members of the net neutrality cult 
that the case against the (net neutrality repeal) was a sham," Pai said in his 
statement Tuesday.  
 
The two Democrats on the FCC, Commissioners Jessica Rosenworcel and 
Geoffrey Starks, voted against the FCC's order to uphold the 2017 repeal of 
the rules without addressing the court's concerns. They argued in their 
dissenting comments that the FCC majority didn't provide enough justification 
to leave the repeal unchanged. Rosenworcel said, "this agency is not 
interested in getting it right. Instead, it doubles down, rather than recognizing 
the realities of the world around us." 
 
Starks said he doubts that the FCC's response to the court's remand will 
satisfy judges on the US Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit if 
the FCC is sued again over these issues. Sen. Ed Markey, a Democrat from 
Massachusetts, said "without net neutrality protections, it's just a matter of time 
before big broadband providers start raising prices, slowing down internet 
speeds, and making it harder for families, small business, and students to 
access the opportunities to recover and rebuild from this pandemic." 
 
Markey vowed to continue to fight for net neutrality. "The FCC's vote today to 
double down on repealing net neutrality and ignore its impact on public safety, 
universal access, and broadband competition continues to fly in the face of the 
reality that Americans confront today -- the urgent need for access to reliable 
and affordable broadband free of corporate control," Markey said in a 
statement.  
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Democrats have made reinstating net neutrality rules a campaign issue. 
Presidential candidate and former Vice President Joe Biden is expected if he 
wins to appoint an FCC chairman who would reinstate the Obama net 
neutrality rules. And if Democrats win both the House of Representatives and 
the Senate, they may also pass legislation that would codify net neutrality 
protections into law, ensuring that the ping-pong court battles over the issue 
cease. – CNET  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
T-Mobile Inc. is launching a new home television service aimed at the millions 
of U.S. households that have cut the cable cord in recent years, jumping into 
the already crowded streaming-video market. The country’s No. 2 cellphone 
carrier said Tuesday that its long-planned TV service will start next week with 
three tiers: TVision Vibe, a bundle with nonsports channels like BET and 
Comedy Central for a $10 monthly fee; TVision Live, a midrange package with 
local broadcast channels, sports channels like ESPN and news brands such as 
CNN; and TVision Channels, which adds on premium cable options like 
Showtime and Starz.  
 
The company plans to deploy its TV service in stages. T-Mobile customers can 
access the service starting Sunday, followed by its legacy Sprint customers 
later in November. The wireless operator plans to eventually provide the 
service to customers of other cellphone carriers. T-Mobile unveiled a $50 Hub 
device with remote controls to carry the service through a plug-in dongle. The 
app is also available on Amazon Fire TV, Apple TV and Google TV devices. T-
Mobile offered a year of free Apple TV+, the iPhone maker’s own on-demand 
video service, to customers who sign up this year. 
 
The wireless company’s TV service is taking on a market plagued by customer 
losses and dwindling profitability. Many cable customers have dropped TV 
subscriptions from their bills, opting instead to buy broadband internet service 
as a stand-alone item and sign up for a panoply of video services such as 
Netflix and Disney+. So-called virtual pay-TV services delivered entirely online 
haven’t fared much better. AT&T Inc.’s DirecTV Now service, which delivers 
channels over the internet without a satellite, has shrunk since peaking at 
nearly two million subscribers in 2018. PlayStation Vue, a TV service 
from Sony Corp., shut down last year.  
 
Wireless internet services are still a small sliver of the more than 100 million 
U.S. households that subscribe to broadband. T-Mobile offered few details on 
Tuesday about its planned fifth-generation home broadband service. The 
company plans to roll out 5G broadband to some areas over the coming 
months, though the home-internet version won’t be as widely available as its 
mobile service. Executives have promised to use the trove of airwave licenses 
acquired earlier this year through T-Mobile’s takeover of rival Sprint Corp. to 
offer 5G internet service over the air, but the company’s network overhaul is 
still a work in progress. 
 
TVision is T-Mobile’s second attempt at navigating a struggling pay-TV 
industry after its 2018 purchase of Layer3 TV for $325 million. The company 
has spent the past two years piecing together the rights to carry 
enough traditional live TV channels to compete with its bigger cable-TV 
rivals. T-Mobile wrote down most of Layer3’s value this year, citing a new 
strategy based partly on recently acquired content rights. Layer3 delivered live 
TV channels to a small group of customers, but its high cost and cablelike 
delivery system stunted its growth.  
 
Live TV is the latest in a string of sweeteners T-Mobile has offered its core 
base of cellphone customers in recent years. Other promotions have bundled 
Netflix and the now-defunct Quibi service with customers’ wireless bills. 
Executives said Tuesday that traditional TV channels will be a natural add-on 
for new and existing customers. “We’re doing TVision to help our wireless 
customers out,” T-Mobile marketing chief Matt Staneff said. “We’re doing 
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TVision to get a home internet business going. That’s the center of the bull’s-
eye.” – Wall Street Journal  

 

 

   

 

  


