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Legislation sponsored by state Sen. Kristin Phillips-Hill that she says would 
expand broadband coverage by overhauling state regulations cleared the 
upper chamber last week by a mostly party-line vote. Yet those who oppose 
the bill say it's a short-sighted response to the COVID-19 pandemic — one that 
does nothing to guarantee additional investments in broadband or ensure 
companies benefiting from it are held accountable. 
 
The York Township Republican's legislation, one in a package of broadband-
related bills, passed the Senate 33-16 on Wednesday. Phillips-Hill now 
hopes the House will advance the bill, which, she says, would provide relief to 
telecommunications companies weighed down by outdated regulations. "My 
bill effectively modernizes regulations, allowing the telecommunication 
companies to compete and invest in broadband," Phillips-Hill said. 
 
The language in the state's Public Utility Code related to broadband 
regulations was written in 1952, which now subjects telecommunications 
companies to "monopoly-era regulatory frameworks," according to the 
senator. The legislation would essentially waive a variety of regulations in 
the Public Utility Code, including lengthy reporting requirements meant for a 
time when landline companies dominated the industry. 
 
Reporting requirements and filing procedures drain companies' resources due 
to administrative costs and other costs associated with meeting the 
regulations, the Phillips-Hill said. The senator specifically noted the importance 
of investing in broadband expansion access during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
as Pennsylvanians have had to utilize the internet more than ever to educate 
their children, work from home and seek medical care and financial assistance. 
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But after conversations with the Communication Workers of America, Senate 
Democrats took a stand against the bill, said caucus spokesperson Brittany 
Crampsie. Ed Mooney, a representative for CWA's regional chapter, called the 
legislation a "slipshod" response to struggles with broadband access that were 
highlighted by the pandemic.  
 
Instead, he said, lawmakers should have met with the CWA to work out a 
detailed plan rather than a knee-jerk effort to waive regulations without 
language that ensures Pennsylvanians would actually benefit.  “When we read 
the bill, there isn’t once an additional sense that it’s going to be directed to 
improve the status of broadband availability in the commonwealth,” Mooney 
said. 
 
Mooney cited legislation passed in the early 1990s that also waived regulations 
with the expectation that companies would double down in broadband 
investments and expand access throughout the state. What happened instead, 
he said, was that companies took the profits without expanding internet access 
in rural areas. 
 
The Senate's vote came after a Senate Communications and Technology 
Committee hearing on Tuesday about broadband expansion, which included 
input from Federal Communications Commissioner Brendan Carr. During the 
hearing, Carr echoed Phillips-Hill's support for waiving outdated regulations, 
saying that recent efforts led to $29 billion worth of investments by carriers in 
the U.S. last year. “It is really hard to imagine that educating children, providing 
greater access to healthcare, and improving our economic competitiveness is 
accomplished without improving access to high-speed internet,” Carr said.  
 
It is unclear if and when Phillips-Hill's legislation could reach the House 
floor. But Bill Patton, spokesperson for the House Democratic Caucus, said 
efforts to expand broadband access are bipartisan and that the caucus would 
review any legislation that comes its way. It's too early to tell, though, how the 
caucus would vote, he said. Regardless, Republicans hold a majority in both 
chambers and likely would not need Democratic votes to send the legislation to 
the governor's desk. – York Dispatch  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
The U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California is requiring oral 
arguments in efforts by the government and ISPS to block California from 
enforcing its net neutrality law. The court has set a hearing date of Jan. 26. 
 
The state enacted the law after the FCC's Restoring Internet Freedom (RIF) 
order repealed net neutrality rules against blocking, throttling and paid 
prioritization. The RIF order included a preemption of state regs that conflicted 
with that decision. California passed its own tough net neutrality rules anyway 
to fill what it saw as a regulatory void.  
 
The California law was passed in 2018, but its implementation has been 
stayed pending the the court decision on the the RIF order--the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the D.C. Circuit upheld the majority of the decision --as well as 
various motions in the California district court. 
 
In separate filings to the California court, four communications trade 
associations and the U.S. Department of Justice filed for a preliminary 
injunction to block California’s net neutrality law because of the FCC 
preemption of state laws. Such state measures “impose burdensome 
requirements on ISPs” and impair broadband access “by requiring each ISP to 
comply with a patchwork of separate and potentially conflicting requirements” 
in various areas, said the four groups in their joint filing: NCTA – The Internet 
and Television Association, ACA Connects – the American Cable Association, 
and CTIA – The Wireless Association and USTelecom – The Broadband 
Association. 
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The suits come a month after Mozilla and other mostly-California-based tech 
firms decided not to pursue their appeal of the FCC net neutrality order, and 
the appeals court's decision to uphold most of it, to the Supreme Court. – Next 
TV  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
There’s irony in the one-of-a-kind Election Day headed our way. 
 
We have an election like no other, taking place in a pandemic, in a state that 
maybe determines the outcome, at a time voting is expected to set records, in 
a year politics is drawing almost universal attention. Yet, a ton of Pennsylvania 
incumbents and challengers in this same high-profile election year could suffer 
from inattention potentially altering the path of the state. 
 
They are down-ballot candidates, especially for the state House and Senate. 
They’re running in 203 state House districts and half of the 50 state Senate 
districts. They matter because majority legislative control can determine 
statewide policy. On health, education, taxes and spending, and dealing with 
COVID-19 moving forward. And next year, redrawing legislative and 
congressional districts. 
 
Both chambers currently are Republican-run. Democrats say they have a shot 
at taking one if not both. To do so, they need to flip 9 House seats, 4 Senate 
seats. Republicans are hoping to build on their majorities to better battle Gov. 
Tom Wolf. The national, non-partisan Cook Political Report rates the state 
Senate as “Lean R,” but just moved the state House to “Toss Up.” So, 
important races, with consequences, some apparently competitive. Still, a fair, 
informed voter response, rare in normal years (how many average 
voters  ever know who their state rep or senator is?), is especially at risk this 
year. For a variety of reasons.  
 
The presidential race dominates all, gets all the attention, especially in a state 
seen critical to winning the White House. As a result, President Trump and Joe 
Biden are spending boatloads of time, energy and resources here. Their efforts 
suck up not only all the political oxygen but also the political airways and media 
coverage – like never before. 
 
Unless a local race is hotly contested – such as the 15th state Senate District 
contest between incumbent GOP Sen. John DiSanto and Democrat George 
Scott – legislative races almost certainly will be decided by voters' ideological 
leanings rather than candidates' records, quality or issues. And I mean more 
than usual. “It’s almost impossible for a legislative candidate in a year like this 
to raise his or her profile in an election totally dominated by the national 
campaigns,” says Charlie Gerow, a Harrisburg-based Republican strategist 
with experience in national campaigns.  
 
But wait, there’s more. This is the first election in which state voters do not 
have the option of voting straight-party. Can’t hit one button, fill-in one oval, 
pull one lever and be done. Gotta go down the ballot, find legislative races and 
make a choice. For those voting by mail, not an issue, right? You can take your 
time. Maybe even do a little research, if (as is likely) you know little or nothing 
about legislative candidates. 
 
I hope that happened with the 1.5 million Pennsylvanians who already voted by 
mail (3 million mail-in votes are expected). But the question is for those voting 
in person. They are the evident majority in Pennsylvania where there’s an all-
time high of 9 million-plus registered voters. Will they spend more time in a 
voting booth after maybe, especially in urban areas, waiting in line during a 
pandemic? Or do they look to get in and out quickly? Vote for president, 
maybe Congress, then be on their way? “I think this year makes it much more 
likely that legislative races are less about the candidate and more about the 
party,” says Pittsburgh Democratic strategist Mike Mikus. “And I think for in-
person voting, there’ll be fewer votes cast for legislative races.”  
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Shouldn’t be that way. Democracy is for  every office on the ballot. And, with a 
little voter effort, the risk of ignored legislative races is easily mitigated. There 
are voter guides everywhere, including on PennLive. If you don’t know who 
represents you, just Google “who’s my Pa. legislator?” A legislative website will 
show your House and Senate member. Getting the best representation 
sometimes takes some work. And if all politics is local, local politics deserve 
attention. Even in a year such as this. – John Baer’s column in Harrisburg 
Patriot-News  
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