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Closed-door talks on legislation seen as crucial to producing a prompt election 
result in the presidential battleground state of Pennsylvania appeared stuck 
Thursday between the Democratic governor and the Legislature’s House 
Republican majority. 
 
In a statement to The Associated Press, Gov. Tom Wolf’s office said an offer 
extended in recent days to House Republican leaders has been effectively 
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rejected, now less than three weeks before Election Day. “At the time, that deal 
was not sufficient for House Republicans, and since then, the administration 
has not heard back,” spokesperson Lyndsay Kensinger said in a statement.  
 
House Republicans did not dispute that. A spokesperson for House Majority 
Leader Kerry Benninghoff, R-Centre, said Thursday that the caucus continues 
to seek separate provisions in any election-related legislation, provisions that 
Wolf has threatened to veto. Those provisions line up with fights that President 
Donald Trump’s campaign and the Republican Party are waging in the 
courts. They include banning drop boxes that some counties are using to 
collect mail-in ballots and trying to lift a county residency requirement on 
certified poll watchers amid Trump’s calls for his supporters to “go into the polls 
and watch very carefully.” 
 
Trump campaign officials say they don’t have enough poll watchers in some 
counties, including Philadelphia, a Democratic bastion that Trump has 
repeatedly suggested needs to be watched for election fraud. The 11th-hour 
fight is happening in the shadow of Trump’s claims at a recent rally near 
Harrisburg that the only way he can lose Pennsylvania to Democratic 
presidential nominee Joe Biden is if Democrats cheat, a claim he also made in 
2016′s election.  
 
Meanwhile, the partisan battle spawned another lawsuit Thursday, as 
Republicans in the Philadelphia suburb of Delaware County sued to block the 
county from operating a three-day pop-up voting center in the predominantly 
Black city of Chester. Wolf’s offer involved a matter of prime importance to 
county election officials: giving them at least a few days before Election Day to 
process what could be 3 million or more mail-in ballots to get them ready to 
tabulate as soon as polls close. 
 
Such a provision would speed up the vote count, ensuring that the vast 
majority of ballots are tabulated within hours after polls close, and give it more 
public credibility, county officials say. Doing nothing risks a dragged-out vote 
count, possibly leaving the election result in doubt for days after polls close, 
drawing lawsuits and claims of election fraud in the high-stakes presidential 
election, they say. The governor’s offer also added security requirements for 
the drop boxes that many counties — particularly heavily populated and 
Democratic-leaning counties — are using to help collect mail-in ballots from 
voters.  
 
House Republican legislation passed last month included a three-day head 
start for counties on processing ballots. But it also carried measures that Wolf 
opposes and that align with litigation pressed by Trump’s campaign in state 
and federal courts. Those include lifting the county residency restriction on 
party or campaign representatives who observe inside polling places and 
effectively banning drop boxes. Trump’s campaign has said that processing 
ballots before Election Day “must, at the very least, be a transparent process 
with a poll watcher in the room to ensure all rules are followed.”  
 
House Republicans also oppose a court-ordered three-day post-election 
window for counties to accept and count mailed-in ballots, a decision that 
Republicans are contesting in the U.S. Supreme Court. In Delaware County, a 
judge denied a claim by Republican voters that the three-day pop-up voting 
center in Chester was approved by the Democratic-controlled county election 
board without putting it on the agenda or allowing for public comment, in 
violation of state public meetings law. The judge ruled that they didn’t prove a 
violation of the law. A lawyer representing the Republican voters, Joel Frank, 
said Thursday night that he will appeal immediately.  
 
The county’s Republican Party chair, Tom McGarrigle, said the pop-up voting 
center, to run Friday through Sunday, is not centrally located in the county, and 
is to operate in an area with a high concentration of registered Democratic 
voters. “Democrats are clearly trying to run up numbers in Delaware County,” 
McGarrigle said. Trump lost Delaware County by more than 22 percentage 
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points in 2016, or almost 67,000 votes, in a state he won by just over 44,000 
votes. 
 
In a statement, the county’s solicitor, William Martin, called the plaintiffs 
“undemocratic players, who continue to file baseless litigation, as part of their 
ongoing voter suppression efforts.” – Associated Press  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Federal Communications Commission Chairman Ajit Pai announced Thursday 
that he intends to “move forward with a rulemaking to clarify the meaning of 
Section 230,” a statute that effectively shields internet companies from liability 
for the content posted by users on their platforms. 
 
Section 230 is found under the Communications Decency Act of 1996, 
providing legal immunity and protections from liability for anything posted on 
internet companies’ websites. The law says that "No provider or user of an 
interactive computer service shall be treated as the publisher or speaker of any 
information provided by another information content provider." 
 
This means social media giants such as Facebook and Twitter cannot be 
legally held responsible for the content posted by other users, as long as they 
quickly remove illegal content like copyright violations. But the law also allows 
owners of websites to remove content they deem offensive or inappropriate. 
 
Earlier this month, President Donald Trump called for a repeal of the 
law. Trump met with Republican state attorneys general in late September to 
discuss Section 230 after the Justice Department unveiled a legislative 
proposal aimed at reforming the law, according to the Washington Post.  
 
The president signed an executive order in May directing executive branch 
agencies to ask independent rule-making agencies, including the FCC and the 
Federal Trade Commission, to study whether they can place new regulations 
on social media companies. A similar executive order was previously 
considered by the administration, but shelved over concerns it couldn’t pass 
legal muster and that it violated conservative principles on deregulation and 
free speech. 
 
Social media giants like Twitter and Facebook are granted liability protection 
under Section 230 of the Communications Decency Act because they are 
treated as “platforms,” rather than “publishers,” which can face lawsuits over 
content. Trump has had ongoing disputes with both companies over fact-
checks placed on the president’s posts. Trump has argued the fact-checks are 
“editorial decisions” by Twitter amounting to political activism and that such 
actions should cost social media companies their liability protection for what is 
posted on their platforms.  
 
Trump, who heavily uses Twitter, has long accused the tech giants Silicon 
Valley of targeting conservatives by fact-checking them or removing their 
posts. “They’ve had unchecked power to censor, restrict, edit, shape, hide, 
alter virtually any form of communication between private citizens or large 
public audiences,” Trump said in May of social media companies. “There is no 
precedent in American history for so small a number of corporations to control 
so large a sphere of human interaction.” 
 
Trump has accused Twitter of “interfering in the 2020 presidential election” and 
declared “as president, I will not allow this to happen.” His former campaign 
manager, Brad Parscale, said Twitter’s “clear political bias” had led the 
campaign to pull “all our advertising from Twitter months ago.” In fact, Twitter 
has banned political advertising since last November. Shortly after Trump’s 
executive order was signed, Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey tweeted, “We’ll continue 
to point out incorrect or disputed information about elections globally.”   
 
On the other hand, Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg shared a different 
position on the matter. In May, he told FOX News that his platform has “a 
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different policy, I think, than Twitter on this.” “I just believe strongly that 
Facebook shouldn’t be the arbiter of truth of everything that people say online,” 
he said.  Both Facebook and Twitter have said that they have no business 
interest in favoring one political party over the other. 
 
But trouble began in 2016, two years after Facebook launched a section called 
“trending,” using editors to curate popular news stories. Zuckerberg met with 
prominent right-wing leaders at the time in an attempt at damage control, and 
in 2018, Facebook shut down the “trending” section. In August 2018, Trump 
accused Google of biased searches and warned the company to “be careful.” 
Google pushed back sharply, saying Trump’s claim wasn’t true, and experts 
suggested his comments showed a misunderstanding of how search engines 
work. 
 
Last year, Trump again blasted social media companies after Facebook 
banned a slew of extremist figures, including conspiracy peddler Alex Jones, 
from its site and from Instagram. Facebook announced in October that it would 
ban groups that “represent” QAnon, a baseless conspiracy theory that paints 
Trump as a secret warrior against a supposed child-trafficking ring run by 
celebrities and "deep state' government officials. 
 
Meanwhile, tech companies have been working to combat misinformation 
around the November election and the coronavirus pandemic. In August, 
Facebook removed a video posted by President Donald Trump for promoting 
false and misleading information about the coronavirus pandemic, in which the 
president claimed in an interview on “Fox & Friends” that the novel coronavirus 
will “go away like things go away,” and that children are “almost, and I would 
almost say definitely” immune to the disease.  
 
Earlier this month, a post by the president in which he claimed that the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic is not as deadly as the flu was removed by Facebook and 
flagged by Twitter for violating the social media platforms’ rules, the companies 
said. Both Twitter and Facebook have rolled out dozens of new rules to avoid a 
repeat of the false postings about candidates and the voting process that 
marred the 2016 election.  
 
Facebook implemented a policy in August in which pages with political ties 
would no longer be able to promote themselves as news publishers on the 
platform. Google also announced a similar move, saying that starting in 
September, it would ban politically motivated advertisers disguising themselves 
as local news websites, according to Axios. – Associated Press  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
There might not be smartphones in billions of pockets today if the phone 
companies had their way. 
 
Now they’re again standing in the way of progress. This week’s unveiling of 
new iPhone models started the typical selling season for smartphones. What’s 
different in 2020 is Americans are getting pitched hard on buying a new phone 
to get access to the next generation of cellular networks, known as 5G.  
 
The message is: 5G = Good! Fast! Get it now! Reality: It is not that good or 
that fast at the moment and most people in the United States don’t need to get 
it now. Americans should be angry about marketing blather winning over clarity 
about 5G. I fear people will waste their money on half-baked technology and 
grow disillusioned by 5G’s potential to improve lives.  
 
My message for U.S. phone companies: Communicate more effectively about 
5G or go away. I’ve seen these problems before. In the pre-iPhone age, we 
had years of clunky mobile devices, and phone providers like AT&T deserved 
a lot of the blame. Phone companies dictated almost everything about flip 
phones and early smartphones, including their features, look and speed. 
People had to put up with crummy software from the phone company to surf 
the web or download songs and ringtones. (Remember ringtones?!) It stank. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rtyl4f4kX1aFBVMPvoBqudvZUUUHiHtEjY4iAymCql6bL_FP8rNUMHSeFluZxGjZO7addg9hnW9e6kth0l0msRPM8zmgO6Il25SogmMOYKfaqHXkHfa6RPVRfYH_q5TyTEOXDqnbbdbCiDNe0b07R8wZ8mSU5RtZv8xvfAKa3T23je6PUp_bhHKsh2O4s8-pPjXHOqlzOiT0ZzQPrbDk7NMFedbAyNo-XI81oq9O133Ek9DocFKBskk4favWSgqZh6Hb2e5HEu2X4iRzvbDmgxPnCurIXbf30MyL42sUpwc=&c=NmGs_tHzQltwxgPVg4OzPGoRtSnS9jZeMDi9WIBZMfwaPkfQOvxWLQ==&ch=cLxsM39WbF9-zsibp3WjQMgA3C-ysqd0uPDIlx8l7StUa4J6J8B-WQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rtyl4f4kX1aFBVMPvoBqudvZUUUHiHtEjY4iAymCql6bL_FP8rNUMHSeFluZxGjZP9xZWHMx6sIgbw9ymLHmP8xS2cZtjfWpGVR-3q2Sel6ggMFONEXLic5_Xm3kBe_TZdg4wDVs1W5LEA3ldcVcJzG7xsQ6KY8imlgYq2HtP7RNsZML5J_zVtv0Kl0YADBx3NPtnoiZroTXp5jMAarNKwsef3h-gphsw5xwDpJTfl528C3L-9prLuyGuvAaUrmCH9AvoB1AMVc=&c=NmGs_tHzQltwxgPVg4OzPGoRtSnS9jZeMDi9WIBZMfwaPkfQOvxWLQ==&ch=cLxsM39WbF9-zsibp3WjQMgA3C-ysqd0uPDIlx8l7StUa4J6J8B-WQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rtyl4f4kX1aFBVMPvoBqudvZUUUHiHtEjY4iAymCql6bL_FP8rNUMHSeFluZxGjZY5Db6mYe-oePUGTgcJMUGIpKoA832Cwg_W-RRhMjScE-nLKXRq5jRVpalzXCe6iN-lZYow2BcuaRdLeszpsfa1HKi96JFYUed9Ejo-KyB6gWH7zUbY8LzHafWrVlBXxXn4GN4FkYwel0vryoMvjxae49MpIn1FKQ9J5uq1H-xAFpISwKROq1kphGUS0FsQWY&c=NmGs_tHzQltwxgPVg4OzPGoRtSnS9jZeMDi9WIBZMfwaPkfQOvxWLQ==&ch=cLxsM39WbF9-zsibp3WjQMgA3C-ysqd0uPDIlx8l7StUa4J6J8B-WQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rtyl4f4kX1aFBVMPvoBqudvZUUUHiHtEjY4iAymCql6bL_FP8rNUMHSeFluZxGjZG7Jf8EDfp7VbLJKwA-qclIkg-c5girQf96cZsHdo6t9_D0grRQOJhZ05Jh9HMTeQeLMboz4McK_OBGHqfLIv6NoeONce6h1t7RELY4FcqrjmjF9v2C_2OCsK2c_gR_bdb6jnhxa27dis0jcaZ5BCHFmGM8C0J_ag&c=NmGs_tHzQltwxgPVg4OzPGoRtSnS9jZeMDi9WIBZMfwaPkfQOvxWLQ==&ch=cLxsM39WbF9-zsibp3WjQMgA3C-ysqd0uPDIlx8l7StUa4J6J8B-WQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rtyl4f4kX1aFBVMPvoBqudvZUUUHiHtEjY4iAymCql6bL_FP8rNUMHSeFluZxGjZG7Jf8EDfp7VbLJKwA-qclIkg-c5girQf96cZsHdo6t9_D0grRQOJhZ05Jh9HMTeQeLMboz4McK_OBGHqfLIv6NoeONce6h1t7RELY4FcqrjmjF9v2C_2OCsK2c_gR_bdb6jnhxa27dis0jcaZ5BCHFmGM8C0J_ag&c=NmGs_tHzQltwxgPVg4OzPGoRtSnS9jZeMDi9WIBZMfwaPkfQOvxWLQ==&ch=cLxsM39WbF9-zsibp3WjQMgA3C-ysqd0uPDIlx8l7StUa4J6J8B-WQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rtyl4f4kX1aFBVMPvoBqudvZUUUHiHtEjY4iAymCql6bL_FP8rNUMHSeFluZxGjZfI9yPA2r7vL7TSb3owgx1lBOXJXbyQiGyrTufEfhqavesfFQZqBxI1C_yX29FYuNhIXfpJyTw4xfoyfpe6fFQtLMeJfgWIObHFTphqkXAk-BBUojvoTuh9SDJl9Q0ZLWFmv5SDx8NX5-X1JacdRdzzeoXXr-c4FSIcECCdCW7TYvLe40yhUqxQ==&c=NmGs_tHzQltwxgPVg4OzPGoRtSnS9jZeMDi9WIBZMfwaPkfQOvxWLQ==&ch=cLxsM39WbF9-zsibp3WjQMgA3C-ysqd0uPDIlx8l7StUa4J6J8B-WQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rtyl4f4kX1aFBVMPvoBqudvZUUUHiHtEjY4iAymCql6bL_FP8rNUMHSeFluZxGjZfI9yPA2r7vL7TSb3owgx1lBOXJXbyQiGyrTufEfhqavesfFQZqBxI1C_yX29FYuNhIXfpJyTw4xfoyfpe6fFQtLMeJfgWIObHFTphqkXAk-BBUojvoTuh9SDJl9Q0ZLWFmv5SDx8NX5-X1JacdRdzzeoXXr-c4FSIcECCdCW7TYvLe40yhUqxQ==&c=NmGs_tHzQltwxgPVg4OzPGoRtSnS9jZeMDi9WIBZMfwaPkfQOvxWLQ==&ch=cLxsM39WbF9-zsibp3WjQMgA3C-ysqd0uPDIlx8l7StUa4J6J8B-WQ==


 
One of the secrets to the iPhone’s success is Apple simply said no to all of 
that. Apple’s chief executive at the time, Steve Jobs, gave wireless phone 
companies an ultimatum: Stay out of every decision about the iPhone or lose a 
shot at selling a potential blockbuster. Apple got its way, the iPhone was 
eventually a success and phone companies got rich from it alongside 
Apple. Phone companies did eventually play an important role in making 
smartphones affordable, useful and available across the globe. But a lesson 
from that crucial beginning was that phone companies needed to be taken 
down a peg before a new technology could catch on. – New York Times  

 

 

   

 

  

 


