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LightReading  
Maine Returns Serve 
in Cable TV à la 
Carte Lawsuit  
  
Allentown 
Morning Call  
Will Pennsylvania’s 
improved Do Not 
Call law reduce 
robocalls?  
 
Washington Post 
What you do on the 
Internet is worth a 
lot. Exactly how 
much, nobody 
knows. 
 
New York Times 

When the general manager of Armstrong Broadband spoke to county 
lawmakers 18 months ago, he predicted hundreds of miles of cable 
would be strung and ready to hook up in Cattaraugus County by the 
end of 2019. 
 
On Wednesday, Armstrong general manager John Beaver stood 
before county legislators to say that has been delayed because of what 
he said were unreasonable demands by National Grid. Armstrong, a 
company headquartered in Addison near Corning, was the successful 
bidder to provide high-speed internet service on hundreds of Southern 
Tier census blocks. The company also awarded the company grants to 
purchase and install coaxial cable. 
 
National Grid, Beaver said, is “expecting us to replace their (pole) 
inventory” from the state grant. “We have to take a stand.” When 
Armstrong pointed out broken poles or potential problems with 
transformers for example, the power company sought to have 
Armstrong replace it, Beaver said. This could cost the company up to 
$40,000 a mile as compared to $5,000 a mile in other 
locations. “These are some of the challenges we face,” Beaver said. 
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“We’re half-way into Allegany County and should be starting in 
Cattaraugus County soon.” 
 
Beaver said the Franklin County Legislator has passed a resolution 
asking the state to resolve the issue and suggested Armstrong would 
welcome a similar resolution from Cattaraugus and Allegany 
counties. Beaver said people can go to ArmstrongNY.com to see if the 
internet company will provide service in their neighborhood. Legislator 
Joseph Snyder, R-Ischua, told Beaver the company website “still 
shows you are going to be up and running (here) in 2019. Can you 
change that?” – Olean (NY) Times Herald  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
The phone rings. You know who it is. No, wait. You know what it is.  
 
It’s not a friend asking you to lunch. It’s not a neighbor asking to 
borrow your lawnmower. It’s probably not even your pharmacy 
reminding you that your prescription is ready. There is an ever-
increasing likelihood that when your phone rings, it isn’t someone you 
know. It isn’t someone who knows you. It isn’t someone at all. 
 
It’s a robocall — an autodialed communication that pulled your number 
from a database and connected you to either a recorded message or a 
simulation of a call that analyzes your words and responds with a 
preprogrammed set of answers. Isn’t technology wonderful? 
 
Earlier this month, Gov. Tom Wolf signed changes to the Telemarketer 
Registration Act that will eliminate a requirement for telephone 
customers to renew participation in the Pennsylvania do-not-call 
registry every five years. It will also allow businesses to opt out of the 
list. And that is great. It’s just not enough. Robocalls are the ultimate 
expression of the idea that just because you can do something doesn’t 
mean that you should. 
 
No one wants to get a robocall — with the very rare exception of that 
notice from your pharmacy about a prescription, or a message from 
your kid’s school about a snow day. But both of those instances are 
probably handled with text messages or emails, too. No one really 
trusts a robocall. So many are electronic voices that don’t just offer you 
a fabulous timeshare experience in Las Vegas. No, they’re threatening 
you with an arrest warrant if you don’t settle a mythical IRS debt by 
sending the PIN numbers for $2,000 in Target gift cards. (And why is it 
always Target gift cards?) 
 
Robocalls are intrusive and intimidating. They can leave you feeling 
annoyed at best and alarmed at worst. They are a cheap but horribly 
inefficient form of advertising because they are intrinsically identified 
with sketchy scams. So why can’t we do more about them than just 
making a list of who shouldn’t be called? 
 
The state and the Federal Communications Commission should be 
requiring more of the effort be on the side of the callers than the 
recipient. They should be making it easy for customers to not just ask 
not to receive calls but to find a way to effectively block them. – 
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review editorial  
_______________________________________________________ 
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The future of the internet as we know it rests in California’s ability to 
defend what is widely regarded as the nation’s most robust net 
neutrality law. The stakes couldn’t be higher for consumers and small 
businesses seeking to preserve equal access to the internet: The 
outcome will determine whether users will have the ability to access 
and watch material of their choosing from web sites at an affordable 
price. 
 
A federal appeals court ruling Oct. 1 upheld the Federal 
Communications Commission’s 2017 misguided repeal of net neutrality 
protections. The ruling opens the door for broadband companies such 
as AT&T, Comcast and Verizon to take control of the internet by 
slowing down or even blocking traffic from websites. The internet 
service providers stand to rake in billions by charging websites more 
for faster internet access. 
 
But the federal appeals court overruled the FCC’s claim that it could 
prevent state governments from establishing their own net neutrality 
standards. California did just that in 2018, when then-Gov. Jerry Brown 
signed California’s model legislation requiring ISPs to treat all web 
traffic equally. The state agreed to hold off on enforcing its law until the 
federal appeals court could decide whether the FCC regulations 
prevented states from enforcing their laws. Four other states — New 
Jersey, Oregon, Vermont and Washington — have passed laws or 
resolutions protecting net neutrality principles. Nearly 30 other states 
are considering some form of net neutrality laws. 
 
All eyes will be on California as it tries to prove its legislation does not 
directly conflict with the FCC regulations. It won’t be an easy task. 
California’s argument will likely rest on its right to protect consumers, a 
position bolstered by the FCC’s insistence that it does not have the 
authority to regulate broadband providers. 
 
Ultimately, Congress needs to step in and write a national net 
neutrality law that will settle the issue, once and for all. But don’t hold 
your breath waiting for it. A bill providing net neutrality protections 
sailed through the House of Representatives in April, but languishes in 
the Senate. – San Jose (CA) Mercury editorial   

 

 

   

 

  

 


