
 

 

 

The broadband cable industry’s favorite participatory 
sporting event will be here next week!  
 
Held in a spectacular setting surrounded by 
Pennsylvania’s finest fall foliage, our annual gathering 
of broadband cable colleagues and sportsmen returns 
to Whitetail Preserve in Conyngham, Luzerne 
County for the 20th consecutive year on Thursday, 
October 18. This unique industry event is possible 
only through the generous hospitality of Joey and Pat 
Gans…as the cable pioneer family will again host a 
can’t-miss reception in their beautiful home on the eve 
of the competition… Wednesday, October 17.   

 

The Skeet, Trap & Pheasant Shoot provides a great opportunity to showcase your organization before 
industry leaders and cable associates. You’ll receive on-site publicity, and additional promotion through 
BCAP’s website and our daily (NewsClips) and weekly (bcapsules) e-newsletters to members. Exposure 
for your company will also be included in pre- and post-event communications, and during the reception, 
breakfast, and lunch at Whitetail Preserve. And, your sponsorship can bring a discount to participate in 
the Shoot!  Confirm it now!   
 
A block of rooms has been reserved at the Hampton Inn, Hazleton, located just west of Exit 145 (West 
Hazleton) of I-81, off PA 93 at Top of the Eighties Road. Room rate is $99.00, tax not included. Please 
call the Hampton Inn at 570-454-3449 to make your reservation and specify you are with the “Broadband 
Cable Group.”  
 
For more information regarding sponsorship, or registering to participate in the Shoot, contact Suzette 
Riley at 717-214-2000 or download our brochure.   
 
We look forward to seeing you at Whitetail Preserve!   
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Proposed state legislation intended to promote the spread of next-
generation wireless broadband could have big negative consequences 
for Lancaster, Mayor Danene Sorace and City Council warned on 
Tuesday. 
 
House Bill 2564, the Small Wireless Facilities Deployment Act, would 
strip municipalities of their right to regulate antennas and other 
equipment installed to handle wireless communication, they said.  
Instead, it would create a one-size-fits-all process that all communities 
would have to follow. The equipment provides connectivity for 
cellphones and other mobile devices. The networks are different from 
fixed broadband systems such as the city’s troubled LanCity Connect 
initiative, which runs on fiber-optic cables. 
 
Critics say a loophole in House Bill 2564 would give companies the 
right to build towers as tall as they want. The bill sets maximum 
application fees that municipalities say would not come close to 
covering their costs. If it passes, companies could “basically dismiss 
our zoning procedures” and place thousands of installations at will 
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along the city’s streets, Sorace said. Imagine the impact on the 
character of Lancaster’s historic neighborhoods, she said. 
 
The city recently learned of equipment installed that apparently never 
went through the required zoning process, she said. Council President 
James Reichenbach likened the issue to the city’s battle with UGI over 
the placement of outdoor gas meters. “We’re certainly not anti-growth 
... but there has to be a respect for our local ordinances,” he said. 
 
State Rep. Frank Farry, a Bucks County Republican, said in the bill’s 
sponsorship memorandum that today’s patchwork of varying local 
regulations is burdensome for telecoms and risks slowing down 
deployment. House Bill 2564, in contrast, would provide “uniform, 
efficient and predictable regulation.” It’s unlikely the bill will come up for 
a vote in the current legislative session, because only a few days are 
left. But it’s important to signal opposition now, Sorace said, because 
it’s bound to be re-introduced in 2019. 
 
Council did so, unanimously passing a resolution against the 
measure. Other opponents include the Pennsylvania Municipal League 
and the Pennsylvania State Association of Township Commissioners. 
– Lancaster Intelligencer-Journal   
_______________________________________________ 
 
Kentucky should stop work on KentuckyWired, the ambitious project to 
bring broadband statewide that has been mired in controversy over 
massive cost overruns, one of the chairman of a state committee 
overseeing an investigation of the project said Thursday. Republican 
state Rep. Lynn Bechler, co-chairman of the Program Review and 
Investigations Committee, which is probing KentuckyWired, called for a 
halt to the project after hearing testimony Thursday from state auditor 
Mike Harmon. 
 
Last month, Harmon’s office released a report showing Kentucky’s 2015 
agreement with Australia's Macquarie Group to design, build, finance, 
operate and maintain the KentuckyWired broadband system was 
almost immediately changed to shift massive costs and risk on to the 
state. The changes took advantage of tax-exempt bonds to cut costs, 
but made Kentucky ultimately liable for the debt, tying the state's future 
bond rating to the fate of the project.  
 
In his remarks Thursday, Harmon compared the situation to picking 
stocks or other investments without knowing how risky they are. “If 
someone just tells you, ‘Yeah, you can get 18 percent or you can get 3 
percent,’ but they don’t describe the risk, well, you’re going to take the 
18 percent. But if you factor in the risk, that 18 percent might actually 
be a negative 100 percent,” Harmon told committee members. 
 
Republican state Sen. Danny Carroll, the committee’s other chairman, 
likened salvaging KentuckyWired to trying to make lemonade from 
rotten lemons, but told the Courier Journal he hadn’t yet concluded if it 
would be best for taxpayers to abandon the project. Among the 
unanswered questions is who authorized former Finance and 
Administration Cabinet Secretary Lori Flanery to sign off on the riskier 
deal in the closing months of Democratic Gov. Steve Beshear’s 
administration. Harmon’s office says it’s still investigating. 
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Last month, the committee asked Flanery to testify about 
KentuckyWired along with Mary Lassiter, former secretary of the 
governor’s executive cabinet. They declined, as did former deputy 
state budget director John Hicks, Macquarie attorney Patrick Hughes 
and outside counsel for the Kentucky Communications Network 
Authority — KentuckyWired’s project manager — James Baller and 
Marcus Lemons. Carroll told the Courier Journal on Thursday that he 
was not yet ready to exercise the committee’s subpoena power to 
compel their testimony.  
 
Another unanswered question is whether the state would try to sue the 
lawyers, Baller and Lemons, for malpractice, a possibility raised 
Thursday by committee member Republican state Sen. Stephen 
West. The lawyers advised the communications network authority on 
the KentuckyWired deal and the risks involved, but the authority has 
opted not to waive its attorney-client privilege and reveal what that 
advice entailed, Executive Director Phillip Brown told the Courier 
Journal. Doing so could harm the state’s case in a future lawsuit, he 
said. 
 
The lawyers’ advice to the Kentucky Communications Network 
Authority is one of three written warnings given to state officials of the 
project’s risks before the deals were signed, Harmon’s office noted in 
its report last month. Auditors also found that the Kentucky Department 
of Education warned KentuckyWired was not eligible for federal money 
the state was counting on to offset nearly half — 45 percent — of the 
project’s bond payments.  
 
A private contractor warned of expensive delays in obtaining rights to 
string fiber-optic cable from poles often owned by for-profit competitors 
AT&T and Windstream. These delays have pushed backed the 
project’s expected completion date to October 2020. KentuckyWired 
was originally scheduled for completion this year. – Louisville Courier 

Journal   
_______________________________________________ 
What's the best thing about Republican gubernatorial nominee Scott 
Wagner? According to President Trump, who campaigned in Erie this 
week, it's that Fox News host Jeanine Pirro — a.k.a. Judge 
Jeanine — "thinks he is fantastic." That might be true, but it appears 
Pirro wanted $24,500 to say it.  
 
That's how much the Wagner campaign paid her to speak at a fund-
raiser Wednesday at York County's Wyndham Garden Hotel, records 
show. It isn't clear if that covered travel expenses. According to Pirro's 
speaker bureau bio, she requires first-class airfare and expenses out 
of New York. Celebrities like Pirro often charge a fee to speak at 
events. But $24,500 is a decent chunk of change for Wagner, 
who wrote in a fund-raising email last weekend that he is "tapped 
out" after investing more than $10 million of his own money in the race.  
 
Perhaps Pirro gave him a boost: The Wagner campaign charged $130 
for general admission. For $50,000, you could get 20 tickets to a VIP 
reception, a photo op, and 20 "specially autographed" copies of Pirro's 
New York Times best-selling book, Liars, Leakers, and Liberals. – 
Philadelphia Daily News  
_______________________________________________ 
 
At Andy Warhol’s gravesite in a cemetery outside Pittsburgh, visitors 
leave all kinds of mementos. Notes. Paintings. Balloons. And, of 
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course, the obligatory Campbell’s Soup cans. But state House 
candidate Sharon Guidi may have forged a new and not-so-tasteful 
path this past weekend when she showed up at the cemetery and 

planted a lawn sign next to Warhol's tombstone.  
 
Unbeknownst to Guidi, one of the live-feed webcams set up 
by EarthCam across the globe captured her in the middle of the deed. 
Still photos of her have been beamed all over her district ever 
since. Guidi, a Democrat running in suburban Pittsburgh, said she 
meant no harm. "When my volunteer and I visited Andy Warhol's 
grave, we never intended to politicize our visit in any way whatsoever," 
she said. "We are both huge fans of Warhol's art and had no plans to 
share this moment with anyone but ourselves. I sincerely apologize if I 
offended anyone."  
 
Madelyn Roehrig, a onetime Pittsburgh-area resident writing a book 
about her near-daily visits to Warhol's final resting place, said the artist 
may have been amused by Guidi's graveside campaigning: "You know 
how Andy was always on the cutting edge of things.” – Philadelphia 

Daily News  
_______________________________________________ 
Democrat T.J. Rooney and Republican Alan Novak — the ying-yang duo 
of Pennsylvania politics — will be the keynote speakers at the 
Pennsylvania Press Club luncheon October 22 in Harrisburg. Rooney, 
a Bethlehem native, has served in the state Legislature and chaired 
Democratic state party. Novak of Chester County chaired the state 
Republican Party and has been a long-time adviser to Republicans.  
 
So what do they have in common? A shared belief that the role of 
politicians in a democracy is to govern not obstruct each other at every 
possible turn. Plus they are pretty funny together. Rooney often plays 
the “comic” to Novak’s “straight” man. The luncheon is at noon. If you 
can’t make it, tune to PCN. – Allentown Morning Call  
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