
 

 

Held in a spectacular setting surrounded by Pennsylvania’s finest fall foliage, our annual gathering of 
broadband cable colleagues and sportsmen returns to Whitetail Preserve in Conyngham, Luzerne 
County for the 21st consecutive year next Thursday, October 17! This unique industry event is possible 
only through the generous hospitality of Joey and Pat Gans…as the cable pioneer family will again host a 
can’t-miss reception in their beautiful home on the eve of the competition…Wednesday, October 16.   
 
The Skeet, Trap & Pheasant Shoot provides a great opportunity to showcase your organization before 
industry leaders and cable associates. You’ll receive on-site publicity, and additional promotion through 
BCAP’s website and our daily (NewsClips) and weekly (bcapsules) e-newsletters to members. Exposure 
for your company will also be included in pre- and post-event communications, and during the reception, 
breakfast, and lunch at Whitetail Preserve.  And, your sponsorship can bring a discount to participate in 
the Shoot!  Confirm it now!   
 
A block of rooms has been reserved at the Hampton Inn, Hazleton, located just west of Exit 145 (West 
Hazleton) of I-81, off PA 93 at Top of the Eighties Road. Please call the Hampton Inn at 570-454-3449 to 
make your reservation – or reserve your room online – and specify you are with the “Broadband Cable 
Group.”   
 
For more information regarding sponsorship, or registering to participate in the Shoot, contact Suzette 
Riley at 717-214-2000 or download our brochure.   
 
We look forward to seeing you at Whitetail Preserve! 
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Allentown 
Morning Call  
Will Pennsylvania’s 
improved Do Not 
Call law reduce 
robocalls?   
 
Washington Post 
Huawei helped bring 
Internet to small-
town America. Now 
its equipment has to 
go. 
 
Los Angeles 
Times  
In a crowded market, 
smaller streaming 
services must stand 
out — or perish 
 
LightReading 

Comcast Corp. is boosting internet speeds for customers across the 
country as consumers gobble up more data while ditching traditional 
pay-TV plans. 
 
Philadelphia-based Comcast has hiked broadband speeds in different 
regions recently and rolled out the speed increases Thursday in 14 
states from Maine through Virginia. Download speeds for some plans 
will go up by 60%, the company said. The cable giant said the latest 
speed boosts are meant to meet growing demand for fast, high-
bandwidth internet, as consumers connect more devices to home 
networks. Comcast customers are connecting 10 devices in their 
homes a day, on average, a spokesperson said. And more consumers 
are streaming 4K ultra-high-definition movies and TV shows that take 
up twice as much bandwidth as HD, according to Cisco Systems.  
 
Under the new speed increases, more than 75% of residential 
customers in the Northeast will have download speeds of 200 mega-
bits-per-second (Mbps) or higher. Comcast customers paying for its 
“Extreme” internet plan will see download speeds increase from 400 to 
600 Mbps. On the lower end, Comcast is boosting download speeds 
on its “Performance Starter” plan from 10 Mbps to 25 Mbps — the 
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minimum speed recommended for streaming 4K video, according to the 
Federal Communications Commission.  
 
Comcast has seen its broadband business grow while bleeding 
hundreds of thousands of TV subscribers every quarter. In the second 
quarter, Comcast lost 224,000 Xfinity TV subscribers, but added 
209,000 new Xfinity Internet subscribers. In addition to boosting 
speeds, Comcast has launched services such as xFi, which lets 
customers manage their home networks, and Xfinity Flex, a Roku-like 
device that aggregates streaming services.  
 
In the Philadelphia region, Comcast had an average fixed broadband 
download speed of 147.66 Mbps, while Verizon’s average was 138.62 
Mbps during the third quarter of this year, according to Ookla, a Seattle 
firm that offers free speed tests for internet users. Those average 
speeds come from 618,000 consumer-initiated tests taken using 
Ookla’s Speedtest service. Average broadband download speeds in 
2018 increased 35.8% from the year before, while upload speeds 
jumped 22.0%, according to Ookla. Comcast was the fastest 
broadband service provider in the U.S., the firm found.  
 
Here are the changes to Comcast’s broadband plans. Rates, which 
vary according to geography and plan, are not affected by the higher 
speeds, the company said. 

• Extreme tier download speeds increasing 50% from 400 Mbps 
to 600 Mbps  

• Blast tier download speeds increasing 20% from 250 Mbps to 
300 Mbps  

• Performance Pro tier download speeds increasing more than 
30% from 150 Mbps to 200 Mbps 

• Performance tier download speeds increasing more than 60% 
from 60 Mbps to 100 Mbps 

• Performance Starter tier download speeds increasing more than 
60% from 15 Mbps to 25 Mbps  

– Philadelphia Inquirer  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
A Pittsburgh-area graduate student and candidate for the Pennsylvania 
House of Representatives would, if elected, become the first openly 
autistic woman to serve in a state legislature. 
 
Jessica Benham (D) shares a few things in common with other 
candidates who made national headlines. Like Virginia Delegate 
Danica Roem (D), the first trans woman elected to a state 
House, Benham's campaign is largely focused on infrastructure policy 
despite the milestone her election would represent. Like Reps. 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) and Ayanna Pressley (D-Mass.), 
her first step is to face off against a longtime Democratic incumbent in 
the primary: Rep. Harry Readshaw, who has represented the state’s 

36
th
 District for 25 years and who Benham told The Hill “has 

consistently been out-of-touch with the voters of this district,” citing his 
voting record on labor, abortion and gun rights issues. “Readshaw has 
also attempted to pit the disability community against other 
communities, like the pro-choice community, without realizing that 
people with disabilities deserve bodily autonomy and choice as well. 
The district deserves someone who will listen and unite, not divide, our 
community,” she said.  
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Benham is quick to note that she would not be the first autistic women 
elected to office overall, as there are two currently serving on school 
boards. Both these cases and her own candidacy, she said, illustrate 
the need for disabled people who want a seat at the table to get 
involved locally. “Disabled people make up approximately 20 percent 
of the population in the United States, but emerging research confirms 
what we’ve known on the ground — we don’t have equitable 
representation in government,” Benham told The Hill. “I want to use my 
perspective to ensure that disabled people have the same access and 
opportunities as everyone else in our district.” 
 
Benham also cites other disabled and autistic activists who have 
served as role models without necessarily working in politics, such as 
climate activist Greta Thunberg, as well as Dustin Gibson, co-founder 
of Disability Advocates for Rights and Transition, which works against 
the forcible institutionalization of disabled people. 
 
Benham, who is bisexual, would also be the first LGBTQ woman 
elected to the Pennsylvania legislature, and has taken similar 
inspiration from people like Ciora Thomas, a Pittsburgh activist who 
founded SisTers PGH, an advocacy and housing organization for trans 
women. Benham told The Hill she plans to draw on her own history of 
community organizing and activism, including her work with the 
Pittsburgh Center for Autistic Advocacy, where she has advised on and 
written local and state legislation.  
 
Benham’s candidacy is part of a broader trend in disability and autism 
advocacy that centers autistic people themselves as the most qualified 
advocates on the issue, according to Julia Bascom, executive director 
of the Autistic Self Advocacy Network. "The motto of the self-advocacy 
movement is ‘nothing about us, without us.’ As we push for greater 
acceptance and inclusion, one of the key measures of our progress will 
be whether or not self-advocates are seen as leaders outside of the 
disability community,” Bascom told The Hill. “When autistic people run 
for office, they are challenging ideas about what our community can do 
and showing that we belong everywhere — including in the halls of 
power,” she added.  
 
Disabled candidates and legislators also bring a unique perspective to 
issues that affect the broader community, Benham told The 
Hill. “People with disabilities face many of the same challenges that 
abled people do – we breathe the same air, drink the same water, use 
public transit, and live in the same communities. In many of these 
cases, we are more at risk than the abled population,” she said. “When 
we pass a policy that helps people with disabilities, everyone in the 
community benefits. I care about improving our infrastructure and 
ensuring access to quality health care.”  
 
Benham will face Readshaw in the Democratic primary in April 2020. 
Another challenger, Erin Molchany, unsuccessfully challenged 
Readshaw in 2014. If elected, Benham would be the latest in a series 
of historic firsts for the autism community. Earlier this year, Haley Moss 
became the first openly autistic person to practice law in Florida. 
Because the disorder is underdiagnosed among women and often 
erroneously believed to predominantly or exclusively affect men, 
Benham said she thinks visibility for autistic women is particularly 
important.  
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“We know that women are less frequently diagnosed than men and 
often later in life, because of the stereotypes connecting autism with 
maleness,” she told The Hill. “I hope that my candidacy demonstrates 
to young people with developmental disabilities that they can be 
leaders, and that they can stand up for the future of their communities.” 
– The Hill  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
“Do you approve or disapprove of the Democrats’ agenda to raise 
taxes, provide free health care and college tuition for all, open our 
borders to all immigrants, enact dangerous abortion policies, pack the 
Supreme Court, allow inmates to vote, and abolish the Electoral 
College?” 
 
That is Question Three in a “2019 Congressional District Census” that 
arrived in the mail for Delaware County voters this week, sparking 

outrage from U.S. Rep. Mary Gay Scanlon, a Democrat, who decried 
the official-looking form as an attempt “to mislead people” in her 
district. The form, really an elaborate fund-raising pitch for the 
Republican National Committee, is marked at the top as 
“commissioned by the Republican Party.” But it has still stirred 

controversy, cast as deceptive when it arrived by mail for some 
Montana voters this month. Scanlon responded by, naturally, asking 
her supporters for campaign donations to “protect the sanctity of the 
census.” – Chris Brennan’s “Clout” column in Philadelphia Daily News    
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