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Comcast Corp. shareholders have approved the cable giant's plan to acquire Time 

Warner Cable for $45.2 billion, a deal that would combine the nation's two largest cable 

companies.  Shareholders voted 99% in favor of the plan, Comcast said on Wednesday. 

Approval was expected, and Time Warner Cable will hold a similar investor vote on 

Thursday.  After shareholders give their approval, the deal still needs the go-ahead from 

U.S. government regulators who are trying to ensure that the combination of the two 

cable heavyweights would not harm competition and consumers. 
 

The Federal Communications Commission and the Justice Department are reviewing 

the proposed transaction. Consumer advocates and companies such as Netflix and Dish 

Network have voiced concerns about Comcast's plans.  If the deal closes, the combined 

firm would serve 30% of the nation's cable TV households and about 40% of homes 

that have broadband Internet service.  Comcast has offered 2.875 shares of its stock for 

each share of Time Warner Cable in the all-stock transaction.  Comcast Chief Executive 

Brian Roberts controls 33% of his company's voting shares. – Los Angeles Times; more 

in Philadelphia Inquirer 
________________________________________________________ 
 

Media pundits have questioned how Dish Network is going to cram pricey cable 

channels like ESPN into its upcoming OTT service, and also include the major 

broadcast networks in a package that cost only around $30.  According to a Tuesday 

Variety report, the satellite operator isn't going to try. The new service, speculatively 

titled "Nutv" and set to launch by the end of the year, will offer broadcast channels 

based a premium charge, sources tell the trade paper.  
 

Speaking to an executive ostensibly close to the negotiations, Variety says that Dish 

wants to "offload" retransmission fees for local TV. "Their approach is going to be, 'If 

you need over-the-air (broadcast TV), great, we'll sell it to you; if not, you can use an 

antenna,'" the executive told the trade.  Whether Dish can convince broadcasters to go 

with the plan remains to be seen, with one broadcast executive also telling Variety, 

"Good luck with that."  To launch its new service, Dish has secured content rights deals 

with Disney, A&E Networks and Scripps Networks. Analysts tell FierceCable that 

programmers have compromised on their bundling demands to help Dish launch a 

leaner, more cost-effective service targeted at millennial-aged consumers. However, 

programmers are not offering price discounts on their channels. – Fierce Cable 

________________________________________________________ 
 

Cable-TV chieftain Ken Lowe knows a a good roast.  
 

The head honcho of Scripps Networks Interactive, which owns the Food Network and 

Cooking Channel, was the subject of some saucy jokes Tuesday at the Center for 

Communication’s annual Frank Stanton Award luncheon at the Pierre Hotel in 
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Midtown.  Former Food Network boss Judy Girard told the crowd that while she had 

never slept with her handsome boss, she had displayed some bad judgment by parading 

a giant phallic banana and some fake melons around Times Square to promote foodie 

fare — much to the chagrin of late chairman Charles Scripps. 
 

Showtime CEO Matt Blank — who compared Lowe to Will Ferrell’s “Anchor Man” 

character Ron Burgundy — remarked on the Scripps CEO’s sartorial splendor, saying 

he wore his cuff links to bed and that his idea of casual Friday was to leave his 

cumberbund at home.  Blank also showed a photo of Lowe shoveling dirt and added his 

own caption: “I know we left Paula Deen somewhere.” Food Network dumped the 

Southern chef after allegations of racism were leveled against her.  Lowe, who hails 

from Mount Airy, NC, said he was disappointed by all the network shows that 

portrayed Southerners as unsophisticated, ranging from “Here Comes Honey Boo Boo” 

to “Duck Dynasty.”  “Cable programming is denigrating people from the South,” he 

said, adding, “That means ‘put down’ for those who are from the South.” 
 

One of the biggest revelations came from Girard, who revealed that some of the original 

network stars could barely cook when they got their start.  Julia Child, the original TV 

chef and author, told Girard she was making a mistake by focusing on the food.  “Look 

for personalities and teach them how to cook,” Girard said Child advised her.  Girard 

turned to British chef Jamie Oliver, who could “cook a bit,” but got on air because he 

“had an innocent sexiness about him.” – New York Post  
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