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York County officials hope to build new broadband internet infrastructure along 
the York County Heritage Rail Trail by Dec. 15 to test the feasibility of 
providing countywide internet access. 
  
The county Board of Commissioners allocated $5 million from its 
federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act funding 
to pay for the project, and the money must be spent by the end of the 
year. Silas Chamberlain from the York County Economic Alliance is 
spearheading the project for the county. He said the pilot program has an 
aggressive timeline, but he's confident it can be completed on time. 
  
At a county board meeting this past Friday, Commissioner Doug Hoke asked 
Chamberlain if the short time frame would be included in the Request for 
Proposals so contractors would know what to expect. "That’s a big part of the 
RFP and I think that will be a big determinant in who, what contractors are 
willing to do the work and able to do the work," Chamberlain said. Prospective 
bidders will have until Wednesday to submit any questions they have about the 
project, Chamberlain said. 
  
The county must respond to the bidders Friday, and the bidders must then 
submit a final proposal by Oct. 14. Once all the bids have been submitted, 
Chamberlain said, the commissioners will review the proposals and decide 
whether to move forward with the project, based on the costs. If the county 
does move forward, construction could begin as soon as Oct. 26, he said, with 
a completion date of Dec. 15. "There’s still hope that on a federal level, 
Congress will take action and extend the CARES Act at least by a couple 
months or 90 days, but we’re moving forward like it has to be done by the end 
of the year," Chamberlain said. 
  
With record numbers of people working from home because of COVID-19 and 
school children using remote learning and video chats to replace time in the 
classroom, lack of internet access for some York County residents has 
become a pressing issue. About 40% of York City residents either can't afford 
to pay for an internet provider or aren't aware of some of the more affordable 
options available, Chamberlain has said, and accessibility problems affect both 
rural and urban communities. Chamberlain will return to the Board of 
Commissioners with regular updates as the project progresses, he said. 
– York Dispatch  
____________________________________________________________ 
  
The FCC has come up with the final framework for giving out $9 billion in rural 
broadband deployment funds and it will not be handed out before the FCC 
collects better broadband deployment data. 
  
FCC chairman Ajit Pai said he has circulated that framework for a vote at the 
Oct. 27 meeting. The FCC will use reverse auctions to hand out the money in 
two phases for the Rural 5G Fund. It will also use the improved maps on where 
broadband is and isn't based on its new Digital Opportunity Data 
Collection. "This approach won’t be the fastest possible path to the Phase I 
auction, but it will allow us to identify with greater precision those areas of the 
country where support is most needed and will be spent most efficiently," said 
Pai.   
  
FCC commissioner Michael O'Rielly had signaled he would not vote for the 
framework unless the FCC used that better data. Given that the Democrats on 
the commission had pushed for better maps first, the change appeared 
necessary if the item was going to pass. The FCC voted back in April to 
approve a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on the proposal to give out up to $9 
billion over a decade for 5G buildouts, which is about $450 million per year 
more than the Universal Service Fund (USF) Mobility Fund allocation, which it 
is replacing. The extra money will also come from USF. The FCC will target 
rural areas that will be less likely to get 5G absent that support.   
  
The "maps before money" mantra is more associated with Democrat Jessica 
Rosenworcel and the FCC's $16 billion Rural Digital Opportunities Fund, but 
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O'Rielly told a Senate Commerce Committee panel back in June that, "[U]nlike 
the Rural Digital Opportunity Fund (RDOF) proceeding, which was already in 
motion prior to the passage of the Broadband DATA Act [Congress' mandate 
for better maps], the Rural 5G Fund mechanism appears to be within the ambit 
of a 'new award of funding' for which the FCC would need to use the 
statutorily-required maps," he said when he voted for the Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking back in April. – Next TV  
____________________________________________________________ 
  
Pennsylvania’s online system for registering to vote and applying for and 
tracking mail ballots crashed over the weekend, triggering an outage that 
stretched for more than 40 hours and prompted frustration from voters weeks 
before critical election deadlines. State officials managed to restore the site 
Monday morning and blamed the problem on an equipment failure at a data 
center run by an outside contractor. They did not believe any data had been 
lost or that malicious physical or cyber activity was behind the outage. 
  
Secretary of Administration Michael Newsome said the outage began at 
roughly 5:30 p.m. Saturday. The outage also affected online services at other 
state agencies, including the revenue and human services departments, as 
well as the state Liquor Control Board. But with voter registration and mail 
ballot application deadlines looming, and amid President Donald 
Trump’s escalating attacks on how votes are cast and counted in 
Pennsylvania and elsewhere, many took to social media over the weekend to 
criticize the extended outage.  
  
The Oct. 19 deadline for registering to vote is just two weeks away. The 
deadline for requesting mail ballots is Oct. 27. A new state law allowing any 
voter to cast their ballot by mail, coupled with coronavirus fears of voting in 
person, has led to a huge increase in mail voting this year. About three million 
Pennsylvanians are expected to vote by mail in the general election. County 
elections officials and voters have regularly complained about a variety of 
problems with the Pennsylvania Department of State’s voter services website 
and the state’s voter database, which officials use to process registrations and 
ballot applications. 
  
The back-end system, known as SURE, was built in the early 2000s and has 
been tasked with handling more and more services — online voter registration 
in 2015, online ballot applications last year — while officials experience a 
massive surge in mail ballot requests. At times this year, the system has 
slowed to a crawl or come to a complete halt, leaving election offices unable to 
register voters or process ballot requests. That became especially obvious 
Tuesday, when Philadelphia officials held a celebratory news conference to 
open seven satellite elections offices for a new form of “early voting” using mail 
ballots — and the system crashed moments later, leaving voters waiting in 
frustration.   
  
Voters have been anxious waiting for their mail ballots to arrive, after the 
printing and sending of ballots was delayed by a legal challenge that ended 
with the state Supreme Court kicking the Green Party’s presidential ticket off 
the ballot. Counties are now well into the process of sending ballots to voters, 
as voting gets underway in the 2020 election. Robert Sullivan said he and his 
wife were waiting for their mail ballots to arrive at their home in the Olde 
Kensington section of Philadelphia. He’s been checking the status of his ballot 
online, and his experience with the site, up until this weekend, has been 
“excellent,” he said.  
  
But on Saturday evening, the site “wouldn’t completely load,” he said, and he 
encountered a similar issue Sunday morning. “This is a year where you have 
to work really hard to stay calm about what might be the very mildest server 
hiccups,” Sullivan said, adding: “I want the machinery of the election to work as 
flawlessly as possible.” The issues with the state’s system are not normally so 
public. While counties' frustrations with SURE are widely held, they normally 
do not affect voters. 
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When the system went down during the last day to register to vote before the 
2020 primary, for example, some county elections offices simply gave up, 
deciding to finish processing the voter registrations the next day. That didn’t 
directly affect voters, who were not aware that their registrations were 
processed the day after the deadline. But the technical glitch caused a 
disruptive ripple effect during one of the busiest times for county elections 
offices. 
  
Secretary of the Commonwealth Kathy Boockvar, whose Department of State 
oversees elections, acknowledged the intermittent connectivity issues with 
both the system used by county elections offices and the voter services 
website during a news conference last week. She said technicians were 
actively looking at ways to improve the system as Election Day nears. “While 
the exact cause is not yet known, there’s no evidence present at this time to 
suggest any malicious activity,” she said Wednesday. “We will continue, of 
course, to keep investigating.” During outages, people can still download and 
print paper voter registration forms and mail ballot applications, request them 
at county elections offices, or call 877-868-3772 (877-VOTESPA) to have them 
sent by mail. – Philadelphia Inquirer  

 

 

   

 

  

 


