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New York 
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Congress and 
Trump Agreed 
They Want a 
National 
Privacy Law. It 
Is Nowhere in 
Sight. 
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A federal appeals court upheld most parts of a Republican rollback of 
Obama-era rules governing so-called net neutrality, but the decision gave 
room for states to issue tougher restrictions that run counter to the 
deregulatory approach. 
  
At issue are internet traffic rules implemented last year by the Federal 
Communications Commission under Republican Chairman Ajit Pai. The new 

regime gave broadband providers leeway to block or slow internet traffic but 
required them to be transparent if they were doing so. Those new guidelines 
wiped out rules adopted by a Democratic FCC in 2015. Those regulations 
were dubbed net neutrality because they prohibited internet-service 
providers like AT&T Inc., Comcast Corp. and Verizon Communications Inc. 
from blocking or slowing traffic or from offering priority service where 
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companies could pay for their content to reach internet users at faster 
speeds.  
  
The rollback’s impact so far has been muted. Backers say deregulation has 
led to higher internet speeds and easier internet access for millions of 
Americans. Critics question those claimed benefits and say the rules will 
eventually create different tiers of service that harm some consumers and 
content providers. Tuesday’s ruling, by leaving most of the rollback in place, 
largely preserved the status quo. But the decision could also lead to more 
months or years of regulatory uncertainty as some states test their powers 
to place additional requirements on internet-service providers. Congress, 
meanwhile, has been unable to agree on a policy solution; broadband 
service continues to be governed by a 1996 law adopted when internet 
services looked far different than they do today. 
  
The decision, by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia 
Circuit, found that most of the rollback was lawful, with a three-judge panel 
unanimously concluding that it was reasonable for the current FCC to 
change course and abandon the Obama-era approach of regulating 
internet-service providers like utilities. Judges, however, were divided when 
they threw out part of the FCC rules that sought to preempt states from 
issuing tougher regulations than the federal government. “At bottom, the 
commission lacked the legal authority to categorically abolish all fifty States’ 
statutorily conferred authority to regulate intrastate communications,” the 
court wrote in a portion of the decision endorsed by Judges Patricia Millett 
and Robert Wilkins, both Obama appointees. 
  
Dissenting from that holding, Judge Stephen Williams, a Reagan appointee, 
said the ruling would leave broadband “subject to state regulation in which 
the most intrusive will prevail.” The D.C. Circuit also said the FCC needed to 
spend additional time considering how its rules would affect public safety, 
such as the ability of first responders and members of the public to 
communicate during a crisis. 
  
Despite the setback on preemption, Mr. Pai cheered the court’s decision, 
calling it “a victory for consumers, broadband deployment and the free and 
open Internet.” “The court affirmed the FCC’s decision to repeal 1930s 
utility-style regulation of the Internet imposed by the prior administration,” 
Mr. Pai said. “The court also upheld our robust transparency rule so that 
consumers can be fully informed about their online options.” 
  
FCC officials are reviewing the ruling but believe state regulations may be 
preempted on a case-by-case basis if they conflict with the commission’s 
approach. The D.C. Circuit’s decision to leave the door open for state 
regulation is sure to lead to additional litigation. California—the most notable 
state to act so far—in 2018 passed its own legislation, which resembles the 
Obama FCC rules by forbidding internet-service providers from blocking 
websites, intentionally slowing down a website or app or accepting 
payments to make online services go faster. 
  
The Justice Department has sued to block the California net neutrality law, 
and the case is pending. “California will continue to fight for a free and fair 
internet,” state Attorney General Xavier Becerra, a Democrat, 
said. Consumer groups, internet companies and a coalition of Democratic-
led states filed legal challenges to the Trump-era approach. “Our fight to 
preserve net neutrality as a fundamental digital right is far from over,” said 
Amy Keating, chief legal officer at Mozilla Corp., maker of the Firefox web 
browser and one of the plaintiffs in the case. “We are encouraged to see the 
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court free states to enact net neutrality rules that protect consumers.” – Wall 

Street Journal  
_______________________________________________________ 
  
Broadband access in Centre County has come a long way over the course 
of the past year, but it still has a long way to go. At Tuesday’s Centre 
County commissioners’ meeting, Dave Gibbons of Centre Wisp Venture 
LLC spoke to the board and gave a progress report of sorts since his 
company won a bid to use three of the county’s 911 communications 
towers. 
  
Gibbons provided a timeline about what has taken place since being 
awarded the bid in February. At that time, Centre Wisp entered into a public-
private partnership to help provide better broadband access. This past July, 
Centre Wisp mounted its first piece of equipment on a tower in Centre Hall. 
Also in July, Gibbons said, Centre Wisp acquired the customers of 
Flashpoint ISP, an internet provider which provides service to Millheim and 
Spring Mills. 
  
Last month, Centre Wisp finished adding equipment to the Centre Hall and 
Woodward areas. According to Gibbons, Centre Wisp has come a long way 
in a relatively short amount of time. “Centre Wisp is actively servicing more 
than 100 residences and businesses in Centre County and most of those 
customers are receiving true broadband speeds based on the Federal 
definition of 25 megabits or higher,” Gibbons said. 
  
Gibbons said that he believes the public-private partnership — or P3 for 
short — has been wildly successful in Centre County. He explained that a 
P3 is based on the fact that “government does certain things well and 
private industry does certain things well.” According to Gibbons, Centre 
Wisp has made great use of the county’s 911 communications towers, 
which would otherwise serve a singular purpose. “In some cases those 
towers are a bit under-utilized so this presented a really interesting 
opportunity for Centre Wisp,” Gibbons said. 
  
Centre Wisp has helped parents who have children in cyber school. It also 
aids those who home school their children, Gibbons said. “When you’re 
operating on a cellular 4G kind of connection or DSL or satellite — these are 
some of the other options for internet in rural areas — you can’t do very 
important things to modern cyber learning or modern online learning. That’s 
video chat, that’s streaming video, that’s two-way chat with teachers, it’s 
large classrooms full of people who are all on video chat at the same time. 
Through the use of this new broadband technology, these students have 
been able to use those features of cyberlearning so they’ve really been 
enabled,” Gibbons said. 
  
According to Gibbons, healthcare facilities, employers and community 
centers have taken advantage of the new and improved technology, 
particularly along the state Route 45 corridor. There are also people who 
have taken advantage of the broadband service for entertainment purposes. 
For many residents, watching streaming video on platforms such as 
YouTube, Hulu or Netflix was once a pipe dream. The P3 agreement has 
made that possible. 
  
There’s also the economic impact. Gibbons said that Centre Wisp has 
invested $150,000 in equipment and the like. Centre County, he said, can 
easily generate revenue from the broadband service. “This presents an 
opportunity for Centre County government to actually make money on our 
use of their towers, which is positive all around,” Gibbons said. 



  
Gibbons said that the service has been rolled out rapidly. Approximately 70 
new households have gotten service since July, he said. The areas that are 
now getting service include: Aaronsburg, Centre Hall, Coburn, Madisonburg, 
Millheim, Rebersburg, Spring Mills and Woodward. Dale Neff, director of 
Centre County 911 Emergency Communications, said that he’s pleased with 
the partnership thus far. “So far, it’s been a very good partnership. The 
equipment and the impact on the 911 towers is minimal. The footprint of the 
equipment is very small,” Neff said. “The first responders in those areas are 
already seeing the benefits.” Gibbons said that he expects more growth in 
the coming months. – Lock Haven Express  
_______________________________________________________ 
  
Imagine the following scenarios: A sixth grader, who is trying to finish an 
online project, can only complete this assignment while sitting in her 
parent’s car in the parking lot of her school. A physician, whose patient lives 
more than an hour away, wants to utilize remote patient monitoring 
technology, but is unable to do so. A large employer is considering 
relocating to Pennsylvania, bringing with it the potential of hundreds of jobs 
and community investment, but has decided against it. What’s the common 
denominator in each of these scenarios? Unreliable broadband internet 
service. 
  
For the past three years, I have been pushing for all Pennsylvanians — 
rural, urban and suburban — to have reliable, affordable broadband access, 
regardless of the county in which they reside. In particular, the more rural 
and densely populated areas of our state have been most affected by this 
lack of access. In June, the Center for Rural Pennsylvania announced the 
results of a year-long study on broadband in Pennsylvania. This study found 
there isn’t a single county in the state where at least 50 percent of the 
population received broadband connectivity, as defined by the Federal 
Communications Commission.  
  
The research team collected more than 11 million broadband speed tests 
statewide and found that connectivity speeds were substantially slower in 
rural counties than in urban ones. In addition, the study also noted a 
significant discrepancy between what internet service providers, or ISPs, 
are reporting regarding broadband availability, and the speed test results 
collected through the center’s research. Sadly, these results didn’t surprise 
me, but today, I still find it enormously frustrating. 
  
Despite the passage of measures back in 1993 and 2004 to ensure all 
areas of our state have access to a modern broadband telecommunications 
network by 2015, we have failed to act. This lack of access for unserved 
and under-served areas of Pennsylvania means students can’t complete 
assignments at home, people can’t take online classes, companies are less 
likely to locate in these areas, telemedicine can’t be utilized and our 
agriculture sector can’t compete. 
  
One of my bills, H.B. 305, would direct the state to take inventory of 
communications assets — with the goal of providing broadband access. 
That bill, which is under consideration in the Senate Appropriations 
Committee, would mandate the state Department of General Services 
conduct a thorough inventory of all state department, agency, commission 
or institution-owned communication towers, poles, bridges and facilities to 
leverage existing assets to provide access to areas without broadband 
service.  
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Two other measures are also being considered — one would direct the 
Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to conduct an audit on the 
compliance of telecommunications carriers with high-speed broadband 
universal service deployment mandates. This committee would be 
responsible for determining whether these carriers have fulfilled their 
commitments to provide broadband availability to everyone in their 
distribution networks as of Dec. 31, 2015, as required by Act 67 of 1993 and 
Act 183 of 2004. An additional measure would establish a bipartisan, 
bicameral commission to provide recommendations to deploy broadband 
services. 
  
If Pennsylvania is going to truly hold its own in attracting businesses and 
investments in the commonwealth, effectively teach our students, and 
provide cutting-edge medicine, it is vital that we be truly connected — not 
just certain areas of our state, but all Pennsylvanians. – Op-ed by Rep. Pam 

Snyder (D-Greene) in Doylestown Intelligencer  
 

 

   

 

  

 


