
 

 

BCAP President Todd Eachus and VP Government Affairs Brian Barno visited Thursday with PenTeleData (PTD) and 
Service Electric Cable TV & Communications (SECTV). PenTeleData’s Scott Hoppel, Dir. Commercial Sales and 
Jaime Mendes, VP Operations reviewed the company’s partnership and the healthcare, institutional and educational 
networks that rely on PTD. Also discussed were current and expected federal and state broadband dollars, and how 
BCAP members can expand into new underserved areas as well as build out to households considered “edge of 
network.” Business operations, and challenges brought on by the pandemic, were among several topics discussed at 
SECTV. (Pictured L to R: John Walson III, SECTV President; Brian Barno; Jeff Kelly, SECTV Dir. Engineering; Jack 
Capparell, SECTV General Manager; Joe Macus, SECTV VP-Controller; Mike Starner, Sr. Business Development & 
Government Affairs Manager and member of BCAP’s Board of Directors; Todd Eachus.   
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Next TV 
AT&T To Pay DirecTV Up To $2.1 Billion for NFL Sunday Ticket Losses 
  
LightReading  
Verizon reworks NFL deal to focus on 5G 
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Associated Press 
Silicon Valley finds remote work is easier to begin than end 
  
The Hill 
United Nations confirms its systems were breached this year 
  
Slate 
The Last Time We Worshipped in the Church of the Nightly News 
  
New York Times 
Can TV Get Big Again? 
  
Associated Press 
Federal mandate takes vaccine decision off employers’ hands 
  
Pennlive 
Sen. Pat Browne (R-Lehigh) recovering from fractured neck, other injuries from motorcycle crash 
in Colorado 
  
Associated Press 
Republicans start election 'investigation' in Pennsylvania 
  
USA Today 
COVID, vaccine misinformation spread by hundreds of websites, analysis finds 
  
Reuters  
U.S. congressman presses Facebook, Amazon on efforts to curb vaccine misinformation 

 

 

  

 

 

Wall Street Journal 
Texas Law Would Allow Users to Sue Social Media Companies Over Account Bans 

     

 

 

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott signed a bill Thursday aiming to allow residents to sue social-media companies if their 
content or accounts are banned from their platforms, a move that comes as similar legislation in 
Florida remains in legal limbo after a federal judge’s ruling. Mr. Abbott, a Republican, said House Bill 20 would 
prevent companies from banning users based on their political viewpoints and allow residents in the state to 
sue the companies to reinstate accounts deemed to have been unfairly removed. The legislation targets 
platforms with at least 50 million monthly users in the U.S, which would include those such as Twitter 
Inc. , Facebook Inc. , and Google’s YouTube among others. Social-media platforms have said they don’t 
discriminate based on users’ political views but enforce rules on content or users violating their terms of 
service.   

READ MORE 

  

  

  

  

 

 

Philadelphia Inquirer 
Pa. Republicans started their ‘forensic investigation’ of the 2020 election. It’s still 
unclear what that means. 

     

 

 

After months of demands from former President Donald Trump, Pennsylvania Republican lawmakers on 
Thursday jump-started what they’re calling a “forensic investigation” of the 2020 election — but they didn’t 
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detail how the review will actually work. State Sen. Cris Dush (R., Jefferson), chairman of the committee 
leading the review, said it’s aimed at determining whether Pennsylvania election law can be improved.  “This 
investigation is not about overturning the results of any election, as some would suggest,” he said in remarks 
that opened an almost two-hour hearing. “That horse is out of the barn, as far as this investigation is 
concerned.”  But Dush’s stated objective closely resembles the rationale GOP lawmakers gave for previous 
probes, including one led by a special panel formed by the top Senate Republican specifically to review the 
election and recommend changes to state law.  

READ MORE 

  

  

  

  

 

 

Chris Brennan’s “Clout” column in Philadelphia Daily News  
Ed Rendell is targeting the ‘Treason Caucus’ in Congress — including Scott Perry and 
Jeff Van Drew 

     

 

 

Former Gov. Ed Rendell sounds eager to throw political punches at the “Treason Caucus” — his first jab at the 
147 Republicans in the U.S. House who objected in January to the certification of Joe Biden’s presidential 
victory. Rendell is now chair of an advisory committee for Never Again, a super PAC that bills itself as 
“dedicated to holding the most dangerous Republicans in Congress accountable.”  At the top of Rendell’s list of 
targets: Rep. Scott Perry of south-central Pennsylvania and Rep. Jeff Van Drew of South Jersey. That pair 
sound ready to punch right back. Rendell’s mission: Raise money to drive Democratic voter turnout and sway 
independents and Republicans who rejected former President Donald Trump’s false claims about the 2020 
election and were repulsed by the deadly Jan. 6 insurrection that followed.    

READ MORE 
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