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House Republicans in Pennsylvania are bracing for an interbranch 
struggle with Gov. Tom Wolf’s administration over new voting legislation 
that they say will make elections more accessible, modern and 
secure. Outlining the bill’s merits on Monday, State Government 
Committee Chairman Seth Grove, R-York, expressed confidence that 
the House and its GOP majority will consider the bill — and likely pass it 
— next week after it moves from his committee Tuesday. House 
leadership is in “ongoing” discussions with the Senate and Mr. Grove is 
“semi-confident they will take it up,” he said. 
  
In its current form, the 147-page bill — House Bill 1300, titled the 
Pennsylvania Voting Rights Protection Act — makes changes to how 
elections are administered in Pennsylvania across numerous subject 
areas. At the request of county officials who want more time to process 
ballots, the legislation moves the voter registration deadline back to 30 
days before the election, and pushes the mail-in ballot application 
deadline to 15 days out. It also allows counties to start pre-canvassing 
ballots five days before the election, and authorizes same-day, in-person 
voting starting in 2025. 
  
But those provisions aren’t the ones that will see the true opposition. 
Also in the bill is a mandate that all people who vote in person show 
identification, which has been on the GOP legislative wish-list for years 
in Pennsylvania. The bill also sets limits on the use of drop boxes for 
mail-in ballot return. Democrats are opposed to the measures, and it’s 
expected that if the legislation reaches Mr. Wolf’s desk in its current 
form, it will be vetoed. His press secretary, Lyndsay Kensinger, said last 
week that the bill is an “extremist proposal” that installs new barriers 
against voting and turns ballot access into a political weapon, according 
to The Associated Press. 
  
Mr. Grove claimed the Wolf administration has been unresponsive on 
the issue of election reform and hasn’t engaged the House or Senate 
GOP in talks. He called on the administration to compromise. “We’ve 
been fully engaged. I’ve done my ask. We had a commitment from the 
Wolf administration and I don’t know why they did not even engage there 
after,” Mr. Grove said. “My phone’s on. I’ll look forward to those 
discussions.” Meanwhile, Republicans in Harrisburg are considering a 
different avenue to get around the governor and make policy that the 
Democrat cannot block with a veto. On Friday, Republicans unveiled a 
proposed constitutional amendment to expand Pennsylvania’s existing 
voter identification requirements, both for in-person voting and for mail-in 
ballots.  
  
Republicans also plan to introduce another proposal for a statewide 
referendum to repeal Pennsylvania’s expansive mail-in voting law that 
passed in 2019 with near-unanimous support from Republicans. “So the 
governor’s going to veto [the legislation],” one of the sponsors, state 
Sen. Doug Mastriano, R-Franklin, told the audience Friday at the annual 
conservative gathering, the Pennsylvania Leadership Conference. ”Aha! 
But the lesson from last year was we’ll then do a ballot question and I 
think any issue of how our election is conducted in Pennsylvania should 
be your decision in the end.” 
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The lesson, it seems, was in last month’s primary election, when voters 
approved two Republican-penned proposals to greatly expand the power 
of lawmakers over a governor’s disaster emergency declarations. A 
governor cannot block a ballot question to change the constitution from 
going to voters. Asked about the idea of an amendment, Mr. Grove said 
it’s an “interesting concept,” but that he wants to continue to try to meet 
his colleagues “halfway” on the policy front and pass this legislation. 
  
Is it a plan B if the governor is adamant about ditching the voter ID 
proposal? “Possibly,” the chairman responded. “We really haven’t had 
discussions around that,” Mr. Grove said, insisting that he wants to work 
with the Wolf administration to come to a compromise. – Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette  
__________________________________________________________ 
  
The 2020 elections showed one tried and true way Republicans can still 
win in Pennsylvania. But with former President Donald Trump still 
looming over the party, will they follow it next year?  
  
While Trump lost the critical state, other Republicans scored major 
victories to capture statewide row offices and make gains in the state 
legislature. The wins by Auditor General Tim DeFoor and Treasurer 
Stacy Garrity showed that Republicans can still compete in 
Pennsylvania’s critical suburban regions. Those campaigns could serve 
as a GOP road map for even bigger victories in next year’s nationally 
watched races for governor and U.S. Senate. DeFoor and Garrity won 
many of the swing voters who rejected Trump, enough to make the 
difference between his narrow loss and their close wins.  
  
In populous Chester County, for example, DeFoor got 45% of the vote 
and Garrity 44%, compared to about 41% for Trump. While that’s a 
seemingly small gap, in such a large county it meant 9,500 additional 
votes for Garrity and almost 13,000 for DeFoor. A similar pattern 
repeated across Philadelphia’s four suburban collar counties, where 
Garrity won 19,300 more votes than Trump and DeFoor topped him by 
nearly 37,000 — despite having fewer voters in their races.  
  
Holding down their losses among moderate, suburban voters allowed 
the pair to follow a well-worn path to Republican victory. But to the 
dismay of some GOP strategists — and the hope of Democrats — much 
of Republican politics continues to revolve around Trump, his many false 
election claims, and his vendettas against enemies real and 
perceived. “This idea that you’re going to play as far to Trump as you 
can, that’s not a winnable strategy,” said David Dix, a strategist who 
worked for DeFoor last year and has aided both Democrats and 
Republicans. “For Republicans who were able to make the [2020] 
campaign about something more than Donald Trump, for them they were 
very successful.”  
  
Yet as long as Trump looms as the GOP’s dominant figure, candidates 
know his voters will be critical in their primary elections. Two of the 
biggest Republican names in the mix for governor, State Sen. Doug 
Mastriano and former U.S. Rep. Lou Barletta, have clashed over who is 
closer to the former president. In the Senate race, the top candidates 
have mixed broad appeals with signals of their Trump bona fides. “No 
Republican statewide candidate can win either a primary or a general 
election without the support of the Trump base,” said Tim Murtaugh, a 
senior adviser to Barletta and former Trump campaign spokesperson. 
“Thinking otherwise ignores reality.”  
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Other Republicans see great opportunities to win both contests — but 
caution that they need to avoid the divisiveness that defined Trump. “If 
you perfectly replicate what Trump got in 2020, you lose,” said 
Christopher Nicholas, a Republican strategist who worked on an 
independent expenditure group supporting DeFoor. 
  
While Trump racked up huge vote totals in rural areas, he was sunk by 
deep losses in the suburbs around Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and 
Harrisburg, as some longtime Republican voters rejected him but stuck 
with the GOP down-ballot. “There is no path to being a governing party 
in Pennsylvania without winning suburban communities,” said Mark 
Harris, a Republican strategist who worked on Garrity’s campaign. His 
firm is now advising State Sen. Dan Laughlin (R., Erie), who launched a 
gubernatorial campaign last week by pledging to avoid culture wars and 
promoting his history of winning in a swing district.  
  
Even in some counties where Trump scored solid wins — such as York, 
Lancaster, and Cumberland— DeFoor and Garrity won larger 
percentages of the vote than him, an indication of those areas’ growing 
suburbanization, analysts in both parties said. “It shows that a lot of 
people who didn’t like Trump but were Republican-oriented came back 
to the GOP,” Nicholas said.   
  
That’s a warning sign for Democrats, who have come to count on 
suburban votes. And it suggests that while some in both parties have 
downplayed the importance of swing voters, they can still make a 
difference in a state as closely divided as Pennsylvania. “There is clear 
evidence in the suburbs that there’s a bunch of Republicans who were 
like, ‘We’re Republicans, we’re not voting for Donald Trump.’ But that’s 
different from saying, ‘We’re no longer Republicans,’ ” said J.J. Balaban, 
a Democratic strategist who worked on former Treasurer Joe Torsella’s 
campaign against Garrity.  
  
Nicholas also noted the Pennsylvania election law that took effect last 
year, which eliminated the option for voters to back all the candidates in 
one party by pulling one lever. Amid President Joe Biden’s win, that 
likely aided down-ballot Republicans, he said, even as many in the GOP 
have decried the law because it also expanded mail voting. Trump did 
have unique strengths. He racked up huge victories in post-industrial 
regions thanks to his appeal to many one-time Democrats. In Luzerne 
County, in Northeastern Pennsylvania, Trump secured almost 57% of 
the vote, compared to 53% for DeFoor and 52% for Garrity.  
  
Other Republicans, including Garrity and DeFoor, benefitted from 
Trump’s appeal in rural and post-industrial areas, said Nick Trainer, a 
former Trump strategist now working with Barletta. The key to winning, 
he said, is aligning with Trump’s base while maintaining a distinct 
brand. ”You can be supportive of President Trump and also do your own 
thing, and those are the folks that are most successful,” Trainer said. 
“Democrats are going to run against Trump anyway, so trying to 
separate yourself only hurts you with your own party faithful.” 
  
But those rural and post-industrial results also reflect how Trump’s 
appeal hasn’t fully transferred to other Republicans. And those regions 
are shrinking, while the suburbs get bigger. “Maybe Republicans will be 
able to win in 2022, but in the long-term trends, unless they’re able to 
reverse them, you’re going to see a concentration of Democratic votes 
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where population growth is happening,” said Ben Forstate, a Democratic 
data analyst. 
  
Other Republicans who have tried to mimic Trump’s approach have 
fallen flat. Gubernatorial candidate Scott Wagner and Barletta, as a 
Senate nominee, tied themselves closely to Trump in 2018 and got 
crushed. “There’s no evidence that anyone not named Donald Trump 
can build the sort of rural margins in the extreme that he can,” Harris 
said. But there are many Republicans, he said, who have won by staying 
relatively close in the suburbs. 
  
Of course, recent history shows predictions are dicey. There are plenty 
of surprise results that have defied expectations or precedent, and some 
strategists in both parties argue that exciting, brash candidates — even if 
they’re polarizing — are stronger. Key aspects of Garrity’s and DeFoor’s 
victories also may not apply in 2022. Balaban noted that the auditor and 
treasurer races were overshadowed by the presidential campaign. There 
will be far more scrutiny on the gubernatorial and Senate races, 
expected to be among the most fiercely contested in the country. 
  
And individual candidates matter. Garrity ran an Army prison camp in 
Iraq and earned two Bronze Stars. DeFoor benefitted from a long track 
record in government that aligned with the auditor role, including serving 
as Dauphin County controller. As a woman and a Black man — DeFoor 
is the first person of color to win a statewide row office — the two also 
may have had appeal beyond the GOP’s increasingly white, male base 
of support.  
  
And the 2022 races will surely encompass a broad set of issues. It will 
be a first referendum on Biden, and Democrats face a balancing act 
between the party’s progressive wing and their efforts to hang onto 
swing voters. That gives hope to Republicans, who argue that 
Democrats’ leftward lurch cost them down-ballot in 2020 and gives the 
GOP another opening in a state decided by tiny margins. “By and large,” 
Harris said, “in most elections both teams show up and then you’ve got 
to win over the middle of the playing field.” – Philadelphia Inquirer  
__________________________________________________________ 
 
Three senators plan to introduce legislation Tuesday that would spend 
$40 billion to make broadband Internet more affordable and accessible 
under one of the largest bipartisan proposals to address the digital 
divide. The legislation, co-sponsored by Sens. Michael F. Bennet (D-
Colo.), Rob Portman (R-Ohio) and Angus King (I-Maine), highlights the 
growing support in both political parties to boost federal funding to bring 
more Americans online. The senators say the closure of businesses and 
schools during the coronavirus pandemic made clear the need for 
expanded Internet access.  
  
They also anticipate that demand will persist even as coronavirus cases 
subside. Bennet said the funding is urgently needed to support the 
hybrid school and work environments that are likely to become more 
common as Americans begin to resume normal activities. “I think it’s 
very exciting as long as everyone in the country has access to 
broadband,” he said. “If they don’t, we’re going to see the digital divide 
creating a greater divide than what already exists between kids living in 
poverty and more affluent kids.” The bill, called the Broadband Reform 
and Investment to Drive Growth in the Economy Act, signals the 
importance some are attaching to Internet connectivity amid broader 
negotiations over infrastructure spending. Portman is among 10 senators 
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brokering a bipartisan deal to improve the country’s roads, bridges, pipes 
and broadband infrastructure.   
  
The BRIDGE Act aims to bring networks to rural and tribal areas that 
have traditionally lacked basic infrastructure for broadband, while 
expanding funding to ensure that low-income people in cities can afford 
to get online. It would prioritize building what lawmakers are calling 
“future proof” networks, requiring in most instances for the new networks 
to support upload and download speeds of at least 100 Mbps, to ensure 
they do not quickly become outdated. 
  
Lawmakers also want to make sure that there’s greater competition in 
the market, giving people more options and potentially lower Internet 
prices. The bill would lift bans throughout the country on municipal 
broadband networks — potentially allowing new entrants to compete 
against big Internet service providers. The proposal comes at a critical 
moment in the infrastructure negotiations, as Portman and nine other 
largely moderate lawmakers try to sell their $1 trillion, five-year package. 
Some congressional Democrats have said they want the package to be 
greater in scope and have started laying the groundwork to proceed 
without Republicans, through a process called reconciliation. 
  
The BRIDGE Act would allocate significantly less funding than 
Democrats initially sought to address broadband. Bennet said the $40 
billion should be just one part of the funding that lawmakers dedicate to 
broadband amid infrastructure talks. It’s much less than the $100 billion 
that President Biden called for in his American Jobs Plan, and it’s 
smaller than the $65 billion Republicans said they were willing to direct 
toward broadband investments. 
  
There have been other bipartisan proposals to address broadband gaps 
in recent weeks, but they have been much smaller. Last week, Portman 
and King joined Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.) in introducing legislation 
that would allocate more than $1 billion to local Internet 
projects. Democrats have long made bringing more Americans online a 
key policy priority, and Republicans have been concerned about the lack 
of access in rural areas. Even before the pandemic began, there were 
broad worries about the digital divide. At least 18 million Americans 
lacked reliable connectivity, federal regulators found in a report last year, 
cautioning at the time that the number might be higher. 
  
The BRIDGE Act was first introduced by Bennet last year, but it has 
undergone changes to address some of the challenges highlighted by 
the pandemic. It was initially a $30 billion proposal. The increase is 
intended primarily to offer more assistance to low-income families in 
urban areas. The proposal comes after lawmakers made historic 
investments in bringing Americans online during the pandemic. 
Lawmakers allocated more than $3 billion toward the Emergency 
Broadband Benefit, a Federal Communications Commission program 
that provides $50 checks for families suffering financial hardship to pay 
their Internet bills. The program will expire when the funding runs out. 
The FCC reported that more than 2.5 million households have accessed 
the program, but Washington Post readers have expressed frustrations 
about how Internet service providers have handled enrollment.  
  
Lawmakers also allocated $7 billion to help schools and libraries bring 
more students and teachers online. King says that funding should be just 
the start. “The American Rescue Plan included a historic down payment 
on broadband infrastructure to confront this challenge, but a larger 
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investment is needed to ensure that no Americans are left behind in our 
increasingly-digital society,” King said in a statement. – Washington 
Post  
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