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A major internet provider has expanded its service options to include 
thousands of Beaver County residents. Comcast on Wednesday announced its 
fastest Wi-Fi speeds are now available in 15 additional boroughs and 
townships following the company’s investment in gigabit service. Customers in 
Rochester, Monaca, Freedom, Beaver, Shippingport, Darlington, Bridgewater, 
Big Beaver and Vanport Township, among others, can take advantage of the 
new features.  These areas previously had a maximum speed of 400 megabits 
per second, but can now access top speeds of 1.2 gigabits per second. 
  
All county residents in Comcast’s service area now have this access, 
according to the company. “Customers in these areas of Beaver County can 
enjoy faster speeds, state-of-the-art gateways with Wi-Fi 6 technology, wall-to-
wall Wi-Fi coverage, personalized tools and controls and advanced 
cybersecurity protection," said Greg Wells, a Comcast regional vice president 
of marketing.  Beaver County is taking steps to secure reliable internet access 
for all residents and business owners, too, including plans to use a new round 
of federal relief funding to improve broadband infrastructure.  
  
“This past year reinforced the urgency we have to provide reliable, quality 
internet access to every household and business in Beaver County,” Beaver 
County Commissioner Jack Manning said in a statement. “That is why we are 
excited to see this announcement by Comcast that will help ensure these 
coverage areas will now have even faster Wi-Fi internet speeds that will meet 
their individual needs.” – Beaver County Times  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
U.S. Rep. Glenn Thompson (R-Pa.) and Republicans on the House Agriculture 
Committee continue to introduce legislation aimed at closing the digital divide. 
The bill, introduced by Thompson, is known as the Broadband for Rural 
America Act. The proposal would provide more than $7 billion in authorizations 
for U.S.D.A. broadband connectivity programs. It would also authorize $3.7 
billion annually for critical rural broadband programs, according to a news 
release.  
  
Nearly a quarter of Americans, largely in rural America, lack of have insufficient 
broadband internet access. Thompson says the pandemic exposed the need 
for this type of help. “Whether it was for education, whether it was for 
commerce, telecommuting to work, access to health care in a safe… and 
efficient way, or just keeping in contact with others when you were forced to 
shelter in place,” said Thompson, who serves as ranking member of the House 
Agriculture Committee. 
  
President Joe Biden’s infrastructure package initially included $100 billion to 
expand broadband internet nationwide. On Wednesday, Biden met with Sen. 
Shelley Moore Capito (R-W. Va.), the top Senate Republican leading 
infrastructure talks. It’s the latest attempt to strike a deal as Democrats grow 
increasingly anxious to move forward on a bipartisan package. According to 
Thompson, a large part of connectivity and internet access comes from the 
House Agriculture Committee, and the rural utility service. “We invest billions of 
dollars a year, and we’ve got ideas, I think, on how we close the digital divide 
across the country,” he said. Thompson’s  bill has nearly two dozen co-
sponsors, all of whom are Republicans. – WICU-TV, Erie  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
Ah, June. Here comes summer. Here comes fun. Here come your state 
lawmakers. 
  
In June, Harrisburg’s a happening place. If, that is, you care about state 
government, its annual budget and/or your tax dollars. It’s time to pass a new 
state budget by July 1. So, June’s the one month the nation’s largest full-time 
legislature seems to be full time. 
  
Yep. The House scheduled 14 session days this month, double its usual six or 
seven. The Senate, the upper, more elite chamber, scheduled 12 days, instead 
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of its usual five or six a-month. What’s this do for you? Not one thing. Or 
maybe spark appreciation for their work ethic? Even if with a major eye-roll. 
  
But to lawmakers, it can mean bonus pay -- above their third-highest-in-the-
nation legislative base pay of $90K-plus -- thanks to per diems. More on that in 
a bit.  Then again, maybe we should appreciate how 253 committed public 
servants every June engage in thoughtful negotiations to ensure the real 
needs of the state are best served when deciding how to spend billions of your 
dollars? I’m kidding, of course. 
  
Basically, half-a-dozen or so legislative leaders get together, fight with the 
governor for a week or two or three, then tell the great unwashed rank-and-file 
how to vote and, voila, we have a budget. This year, there’s extra fun. The 
roughly $37 billion state budget, normally a mix of maintenance and neglect, 
can be greatly enhanced with billions more in federal COVID-19 relief grants. 
  
State government alone is getting $7 billion-plus. Municipalities and school 
districts get billions more. State tax collection is running $3 billion above 
estimates. In short, we’re awash in money. Our cash flow is a flash flood. Now 
what? Well, Democrats, being Democrats, probably will want to spend it all, 
defund the police, then raise taxes. Republicans likely will want to save it all, 
except for grants to “Stop the Steal” and legal fees to beat a ban on using 
COVID-19 funds for tax cuts. (Litigation on that issue pends in multiple states.)  
  
Rest assured, though, plenty of pols will have plenty to say during the days 
and weeks of June. It’s what happens in Harrisburg. It’s the white noise of 
democracy. And every year it drags on due to incentives to keep it going. Pass 
the budget as late as possible. Or extend debate into July. And, cha-ching! For 
them. Lawmakers’ tax-deductible per diems, you may know, are paid 
according to days on the job, in Harrisburg or elsewhere. It’s, ‘Hey, come to 
work and get more money, up to $200 a-day for, you know, expenses. And 
don’t worry (wink, wink), no receipts required.’” It’s a system long in place. It’s 
sweetest for lawmakers this time of year. 
  
I recall a June, decades ago, when members of the press were permitted on 
the House floor during sessions. A Philly lawmaker walked into the chamber, 
planted his feet, spread his arms and sang (to the tune of “Maria” from  West 
Side Story), “Per dee-um! I just got another per dee-um!” Those were the days.  
  
Actually, they still are. Spotlight PA reports that from 2017 through 2020, 
lawmakers collected, on top of salaries, $20 million for meals, mileage, per 
diems and other expenses.  They even collected during pandemic restrictions. 
After approving remote voting. After 1.5 million of their constituents lost 
jobs.  So, not the best show of empathy, or understanding, or basic decency.  
  
Now, not all lawmakers take per diems. Just enough to make it seem that 
way. And, sure, expenses can be justified, especially mileage. It’s a big state. 
Our Constitution (Art. II, Sec. 8) even stipulates lawmakers “shall” be paid for 
mileage. And salary. But “no other compensation whatever.” Yet meals, 
lodging, per diems and more, with no receipts? Come on. 
  
I periodically (OK, continuously) hammer this issue. Because it’s outrageous. 
Because it’s gone on too long. Because no one in leadership ever steps in for 
the sake of the institution, in the interest of public trust, and says, 
“enough.” Last year, Sens. Maria Collett (D-Montgomery), Tim Kearney (D-
Delaware), Katie Muth (D-Montgomery) and Lindsey Williams (D-Allegheny), 
called for  suspending per diems during the pandemic. It went nowhere.  
  
This year, Sen. Jim Brewster (D-Allegheny) introduced, for the fourth time, a 
bill to ban per diems outright. How far do you think it goes? And when do you 
think we’ll ever celebrate a “Pa. Legislature Appreciation Month?” I mean 
without an eye-roll. – John Baer’s column in Harrisburg Patriot-News  
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