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The COVID-19 pandemic has shown in numerous ways what many of us 
already knew: Pennsylvania is in desperate need of upgrading its broadband 
infrastructure. 
  
This is about more than simply internet access. In today’s world, high-speed 
internet needs to be both accessible and affordable. As families chose to 
communicate more online due to the pandemic, many Pennsylvanians — urban, 
suburban, and rural alike — came to realize they didn’t have the access to the 
high-speed internet they needed. 
  
This problem goes far beyond our need to stay in touch with friends and family. 
Students who were suddenly forced to learn from home couldn’t do so without 
high-speed internet. Unfortunately, disadvantaged students are 
disproportionately impacted by this lack of access. We’re seeing them fall even 
further behind without consistent access to the education they deserve. 
  
Beyond education, more and more Pennsylvanians are utilizing telehealth to 
access the health care they need. The pandemic has led to an explosion of 
online grocery shopping. Our lives are becoming more online than ever before, 
and the lack of high-speed internet access is creating a digital divide that’s 
separating our state into the haves and the have-nots. 
  
And the problem is growing. A 2019 study by Penn State showed that our digital 
divide was worse than we thought. Not a single county in Pennsylvania has at 
least 50% of its population receiving what the Federal Communications 
Commission classifies as broadband connectivity, meaning an average 
download speed of 25 megabits per second. In Luzerne County, the average 
download speed was 4.88 megabits per second, well below the standard set by 
the FCC. In Monroe County, it’s 8.8 megabits per second, still well below the 
standard. 
  
We can’t allow this to continue. Access to affordable, high-speed internet is 
simply a necessity in the 21st century. Governor Tom Wolf took important steps 
in closing the digital divide last fall when he announced $15 million in federal 
coronavirus relief funding would be put toward providing reliable broadband 
internet access across the state. But with estimates anywhere from $500 million 
to $1 billion needed to improve Pennsylvania’s broadband infrastructure, it’s 
time to do more.  
  
The Pennsylvania Rescue Plan aims to use part of our state’s share of the 
American Rescue Plan to improve the state’s broadband infrastructure and 
deliver high-speed internet access across all corners of the state. From 
Scranton to Altoona and Erie to Allentown, the Pennsylvania Rescue Plan would 
invest $200 million in connectivity and infrastructure grants, part of which would 
go towards deploying broadband and new technologies to increase access to 
high-speed internet.  
  
Our students shouldn’t have to lose access to a quality education simply 
because their home lacks the ability to do classwork online. Our rural 
Pennsylvanians shouldn’t have to drive hours to see a specialist because their 
internet connection isn’t fast enough for a telehealth visit. Our local community 
businesses shouldn’t lose vital customers because they can’t operate a retail 
website due to connectivity issues. In the 21st century, our state demands 
better. We invite you to learn more about how this plan can help us recover, 
restore and reimagine what life is like in Pennsylvania by visiting 
www.pahouse.com/PARescuePlan. Supporting the Pennsylvania Rescue Plan 
can prevent the digital divide from growing even wider than it already is and 
leaving more of our students, friends and neighbors behind. – Op-ed by Reps. 
Eddie Day Pashinski (D-Luzerne) and Maureen Madden (D-Monroe) in Erie 
Times-News  

________________________________________________________ 
  
A lot of Crawford County is underserved by broadband internet access, but the 
county is hoping to change that over the next few years. Last week, Crawford 
County Board of Commissioners accepted the county planning office's long-term 
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strategy to expand broadband, or high-speed, internet access to those areas in 
need of it. 
  
High-speed broadband is defined by the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) as a download speed of 25 megabits per second (Mbps) and upload 
speed of 3 Mbps. Crawford County has only 75 percent of households having 
access to internet service that meets the FCC standard, according to a 
September 2020 study by the Pennsylvania General Assembly on the Delivery 
of High-Speed Broadband Services in Underserved Areas. 
  
The county's long-term expansion plan would give broadband to 19 schools, 
three airports, and nine rural volunteer fire departments and emergency medical 
services units. An estimated 9,950 unserved and underserved 
households would get high-speed internet availability. Around 34 of the working 
population within the expansion areas hold jobs in industries that likely engage 
in telecommuting. But, upgrading the underserved areas won't happen quickly or 
cheaply to build out areas of northwestern, southwestern and eastern portions of 
Crawford County.  
  
The preliminary overall cost — without any federal or state assistance — is 
around $26 million. The county has been awarded a total of $16.4 million in 
federal economic recovery aid from the American Rescue Plan. Federal 
guidelines on what would be approved projects aren't final yet, but if allowed, 
some of the county's allocation may be used, according to Eric Henry, chairman 
of the commissioners. That money potentially could leverage other federal or 
state funds to expand broadband in the county, he said. 
  
More access to high-speed internet within certain areas of the county is needed, 
especially for schools and students, according to Henry. "The pandemic showed 
us there is a real need for high-speed access," he said, referencing when 
schools were closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic and students attended 
school online. "A lot of students had trouble just getting access to the internet."  
  
Fellow commissioners Francis Weiderspahn Jr. and Christopher Soff are in 
agreement about the expansion. "It's not a quick fix," Soff said of the situation. 
"It's been a long time coming and will take time" to expand. "Broadband in some 
areas needs improvement or even put in," Weiderspahn said 
as people discovered when they were working from home due to the 
pandemic. Without the need for people to be in an actual office setting, an 
expansion of broadband may help attract people to Crawford County, he added. 
  
Zach Norwood, the county's planning director, concurs. "People are leaving 
urban areas to go into quite rural areas," he said. "We need to be 
competitive." "It's the way of the modern world," Norwood said of high-speed 
internet. "It puts Crawford County in a position to be competitive in the 
21st century." 
  
About 32 percent of northwest Pennsylvania's workforce regularly telecommutes 
via the internet, according to a study by the Northwest Regional Planning and 
Development Commission. The county's broadband plan would target three 
areas — Guys Mills/eastern Crawford County; Shenangos area in the 
southwestern county; and Conneaut Valley in the northwestern county — that 
need broadband internet. Combined, those three areas cover 374 square miles 
of the county with an estimated total population of 26,112 representing 9,950 
households or 28.9 percent of the households in the county. 
  
Approximately 34.1 percent of the occupations held by workers residing within 
the three areas mentioned above are within the sectors of information; finance 
and insurance; real estate and rental and leasing; professional, scientific, 
technical services; management of companies and enterprises; education 
services; health care and social assistance. That's according to 2018 data from 
the U.S. Census Bureau. Jobs in those occupations also may be more 
vulnerable as those industries continue to move toward handling business via 
the internet, according to the bureau. 
  



The largest and most costly area would be Guys Mills/eastern Crawford County. 
It covers 186 square miles with an estimated population of 13,454 people 
representing 6,336 households. The area ranges from Guys Mills east to 
Titusville and Canadohta Lake areas. It would cost an estimated $13.2 million 
for 89 miles of fiber optic cable, 26 primary transmission towers and 28 
secondary transmission sites. 
  
The Shenangos area of southwestern Crawford County would cover 105 square 
miles in the Atlantic, Hartstown and Jamestown areas. It has an estimated 
population of 9,610 with 2,394 households. The estimated cost there is $7.7 
million for 43.7 miles of fiber optic cable, 17 primary transmission towers and 15 
secondary transmission sites. The Conneaut Valley area in northwest Crawford 
County would cover 83 square miles with an estimated population of 3,048 
with1,220 households in and around the Conneautville and Springboro areas. It 
would cost an estimated $5.7 million for 37.75 of fiber optic cable, 11 primary 
transmission towers and 15 secondary transmission sites. – Meadville 
(Crawford Co.) Tribune  

________________________________________________________ 
  
CNN’s plans for a new streaming service are coming into focus as the cable 
network’s parent company prepares to merge with Discovery Inc. The service, 
known internally by the working title CNN+, is slated to feature new shows from 
the network’s major anchors, including Anderson Cooper and Don Lemon, 
according to people familiar with the matter. Those shows would be separate 
from the programs hosted by Messrs. Cooper and Lemon on CNN’s TV channel, 
some of the people said. 
  
The network’s effort coincides with recent moves by cable and broadcast 
competitors to bulk up streaming offerings as viewers shift away from traditional 
television. CNN has struck new deals over the past year with many of its 
anchors that encompass their work for CNN+, the people said. Those deals 
locked in pay increases for anchors but they don’t include bonuses tied to the 
streaming platform’s eventual subscriber numbers, the people said. Across the 
TV news industry, anchors and show producers are sometimes awarded 
bonuses for drawing more viewers than rival shows in the same time slot.  
  
CNN President Jeff Zucker said in a meeting with staffers last week that AT&T 
Inc.’s deal to spin off CNN parent WarnerMedia and merge that business with 
Discovery haven’t affected plans for CNN+, which he said would launch within 
the next year. Mr. Zucker, whose contract expires later this year, said he doesn’t 
expect CNN to be spun off from WarnerMedia after Discovery takes over in a 
deal set to close in 2022. Discovery, which owns cable channels including TLC, 
Food Network and HGTV, is helmed by Chief Executive Officer David Zaslav, 
who is slated to run the combined company.  
  
Mr. Zucker said in the staff meeting that his planned timetable for remaining at 
the network remains unchanged but that he would continue considering his 
future there. The deal also raises questions about the long-term role of 
WarnerMedia CEO Jason Kilar, who said last week that he expects to stay at 
least through the merger. Messrs. Kilar and Zaslav are scheduled to hold a town 
hall meeting with WarnerMedia employees on Tuesday to discuss the merger, 
according to a person familiar with the matter.  
  
CNN is trying to catch up to the efforts of its major rivals in streaming. In 2018, 
Fox News launched Fox Nation, a news and opinion streaming service, and 
NBCUniversal’s Peacock, which includes news programming, made its debut 
last year. Cable news ratings are down across the board from their peak around 
last year’s presidential election. CNN, which had soared to first place in key 
categories, has fallen to third place among total prime-time viewers so far in the 
second quarter, and second place among viewers in the 25-to-54-year-old 
demographic coveted by advertisers, according to Nielsen. Fox News is now No. 
1 in both categories. Fox Corp. and Wall Street Journal parent News Corp share 
common ownership.  
  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rLOadMReq2DIYaLTOGxg2nzhKTvKAGJJeGEB-TQ5aJIMicmkYfzt9LoPc3Ca862I0CHKGvTFGlnzhdqv1D1xTHenB4YFj2gHMMcCRvBBOvR9tGzEFl9GOrn1v1lik2MvCYzsd4MurAsH72_UI0OB-SFqAZDfqc23cZAcSyWI3w9HvQ7x4LNvoJ7V3k68AyN2Omo7Vn9x2f-QsZHF7PucwsOjA2QPy7fzWsLwLOoNboBxUn57PQN5gKGdNDjyA8-6w-7yKb61zkV7DvvQ6Nw7AQ==&c=hn87w3op6x4oIv-jWAqVZN99PDA8r3g7sH87qPpmBytWFo38MCJeHQ==&ch=WhYpPxxinS9bn0vxSEUxlJjhH_xnJkUtkBMdLmT5tsDyaYXKp9KoaA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rLOadMReq2DIYaLTOGxg2nzhKTvKAGJJeGEB-TQ5aJIMicmkYfzt9LoPc3Ca862I0CHKGvTFGlnzhdqv1D1xTHenB4YFj2gHMMcCRvBBOvR9tGzEFl9GOrn1v1lik2MvCYzsd4MurAsH72_UI0OB-SFqAZDfqc23cZAcSyWI3w9HvQ7x4LNvoJ7V3k68AyN2Omo7Vn9x2f-QsZHF7PucwsOjA2QPy7fzWsLwLOoNboBxUn57PQN5gKGdNDjyA8-6w-7yKb61zkV7DvvQ6Nw7AQ==&c=hn87w3op6x4oIv-jWAqVZN99PDA8r3g7sH87qPpmBytWFo38MCJeHQ==&ch=WhYpPxxinS9bn0vxSEUxlJjhH_xnJkUtkBMdLmT5tsDyaYXKp9KoaA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rLOadMReq2DIYaLTOGxg2nzhKTvKAGJJeGEB-TQ5aJIMicmkYfzt9LoPc3Ca862I0CHKGvTFGlnzhdqv1D1xTHenB4YFj2gHMMcCRvBBOvR9tGzEFl9GOrn1v1lik2MvCYzsd4MurAsH72_UI0OB-SFqAZDfqc23cZAcSyWI3w9HvQ7x4LNvoJ7V3k68AyN2Omo7Vn9x2f-QsZHF7PucwsOjA2QPy7fzWsLwLOoNboBxUn57PQN5gKGdNDjyA8-6w-7yKb61zkV7DvvQ6Nw7AQ==&c=hn87w3op6x4oIv-jWAqVZN99PDA8r3g7sH87qPpmBytWFo38MCJeHQ==&ch=WhYpPxxinS9bn0vxSEUxlJjhH_xnJkUtkBMdLmT5tsDyaYXKp9KoaA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rLOadMReq2DIYaLTOGxg2nzhKTvKAGJJeGEB-TQ5aJIMicmkYfzt9MOZZKFqgxmLV_ZRIhhBxHwIl0WeisqrvFgZH_B6bPi7zdsNBfPVFe3rAuAbFQGsjQU0cwDoT661yavTfwcnXZBLyzmvwaak5hZ4IYn68zzWq53NPFKw0EYlBgcJHSd8Xn8GRwOO4O1HEHXwPIxFVxoDAlwcSnA6_-zntDCB7A_u8_Gg5gEK1olG_5PWaO9XvomwgoCH89pL7zrzJVwzyBU=&c=hn87w3op6x4oIv-jWAqVZN99PDA8r3g7sH87qPpmBytWFo38MCJeHQ==&ch=WhYpPxxinS9bn0vxSEUxlJjhH_xnJkUtkBMdLmT5tsDyaYXKp9KoaA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rLOadMReq2DIYaLTOGxg2nzhKTvKAGJJeGEB-TQ5aJIMicmkYfzt9MOZZKFqgxmLV_ZRIhhBxHwIl0WeisqrvFgZH_B6bPi7zdsNBfPVFe3rAuAbFQGsjQU0cwDoT661yavTfwcnXZBLyzmvwaak5hZ4IYn68zzWq53NPFKw0EYlBgcJHSd8Xn8GRwOO4O1HEHXwPIxFVxoDAlwcSnA6_-zntDCB7A_u8_Gg5gEK1olG_5PWaO9XvomwgoCH89pL7zrzJVwzyBU=&c=hn87w3op6x4oIv-jWAqVZN99PDA8r3g7sH87qPpmBytWFo38MCJeHQ==&ch=WhYpPxxinS9bn0vxSEUxlJjhH_xnJkUtkBMdLmT5tsDyaYXKp9KoaA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rLOadMReq2DIYaLTOGxg2nzhKTvKAGJJeGEB-TQ5aJIMicmkYfzt9HqbWN-F6JTnZw2AGgY0RwNyrdglIn8_WXgp_vrJJu-37BaX9wu5yV8jj7WQ0XdhL7lyyxsJLznSByXGUXAlb21-ExAAUDzZ9T-i4fi0tZqUtDkPle65ShVSPJ3i1LkalfK3GEwNCFtop5UIq5sGUF-cLgR3SrwwWPLrP_JbMBT-SLEiiI0bZLI-FrkkjQOFTLnEzJ7rNVeQpx17PN2j0eNA2rw1NCjVRHqRAauOIhec8e7TaEFrr8n8ihkqDLTmjtXJ8iv_pZPa&c=hn87w3op6x4oIv-jWAqVZN99PDA8r3g7sH87qPpmBytWFo38MCJeHQ==&ch=WhYpPxxinS9bn0vxSEUxlJjhH_xnJkUtkBMdLmT5tsDyaYXKp9KoaA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rLOadMReq2DIYaLTOGxg2nzhKTvKAGJJeGEB-TQ5aJIMicmkYfzt9HqbWN-F6JTnZw2AGgY0RwNyrdglIn8_WXgp_vrJJu-37BaX9wu5yV8jj7WQ0XdhL7lyyxsJLznSByXGUXAlb21-ExAAUDzZ9T-i4fi0tZqUtDkPle65ShVSPJ3i1LkalfK3GEwNCFtop5UIq5sGUF-cLgR3SrwwWPLrP_JbMBT-SLEiiI0bZLI-FrkkjQOFTLnEzJ7rNVeQpx17PN2j0eNA2rw1NCjVRHqRAauOIhec8e7TaEFrr8n8ihkqDLTmjtXJ8iv_pZPa&c=hn87w3op6x4oIv-jWAqVZN99PDA8r3g7sH87qPpmBytWFo38MCJeHQ==&ch=WhYpPxxinS9bn0vxSEUxlJjhH_xnJkUtkBMdLmT5tsDyaYXKp9KoaA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rLOadMReq2DIYaLTOGxg2nzhKTvKAGJJeGEB-TQ5aJIMicmkYfzt9HqbWN-F6JTnqbYTEa4tHZnRsVAgS_NJ9S_UofwuzloTAF1gxoJQ10IXK6mpZR2RrbB8xzYTlb8ZEP--SHOBIwYp_iDerDqkLlgX0sTGS5aMHo4ORkimGu3QLN8njwbW9-7Mc-cx8kPdZIak7Ui7pkD3My0M8S8U2UqYuCZLO637iDW_Ujv9j7zfG0p9I1kx11Esx_jyV_IkaC7VZn7psfNqF6H0mbyoBZOP1OOHgKf7Jg7aENaS-Kv9JwYx7bspKw==&c=hn87w3op6x4oIv-jWAqVZN99PDA8r3g7sH87qPpmBytWFo38MCJeHQ==&ch=WhYpPxxinS9bn0vxSEUxlJjhH_xnJkUtkBMdLmT5tsDyaYXKp9KoaA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rLOadMReq2DIYaLTOGxg2nzhKTvKAGJJeGEB-TQ5aJIMicmkYfzt9HqbWN-F6JTnqbYTEa4tHZnRsVAgS_NJ9S_UofwuzloTAF1gxoJQ10IXK6mpZR2RrbB8xzYTlb8ZEP--SHOBIwYp_iDerDqkLlgX0sTGS5aMHo4ORkimGu3QLN8njwbW9-7Mc-cx8kPdZIak7Ui7pkD3My0M8S8U2UqYuCZLO637iDW_Ujv9j7zfG0p9I1kx11Esx_jyV_IkaC7VZn7psfNqF6H0mbyoBZOP1OOHgKf7Jg7aENaS-Kv9JwYx7bspKw==&c=hn87w3op6x4oIv-jWAqVZN99PDA8r3g7sH87qPpmBytWFo38MCJeHQ==&ch=WhYpPxxinS9bn0vxSEUxlJjhH_xnJkUtkBMdLmT5tsDyaYXKp9KoaA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rLOadMReq2DIYaLTOGxg2nzhKTvKAGJJeGEB-TQ5aJIMicmkYfzt9HqbWN-F6JTnbd-Fb1fNGqf2mx2DtA_nxZ3ncw-cP4bXW5Vl0ftd7YRZqN3tKXS9TFcdNVMuG8dQU62OOYfuInm18c5B_eT2q6S1kx1Y7NOwd4KNqBSQEZs=&c=hn87w3op6x4oIv-jWAqVZN99PDA8r3g7sH87qPpmBytWFo38MCJeHQ==&ch=WhYpPxxinS9bn0vxSEUxlJjhH_xnJkUtkBMdLmT5tsDyaYXKp9KoaA==


Cable news channels that are starting streaming services are seeking to do so 
without alienating their TV distributors, which pay big money for the rights to 
transmit their shows. Some networks, like CNN, are attempting that balancing 
act by creating new shows that don’t duplicate their traditional TV lineups. 
Others are taking a hybrid approach. Fox News said last week that it would 
make its prime-time shows available to Fox Nation subscribers, but only after 
those episodes air live. Fox Nation also includes original programs from hosts 
including Tucker Carlson.  
  
CNN won’t be putting its prime-time programming on its streaming service, one 
of the people said. The network is aiming to build a product similar to ESPN+, 
with original shows that are separate from its traditional TV fare, the person 
said. Current plans call for CNN+ to be a stand-alone app, separate from other 
WarnerMedia streaming services like HBO Max. It couldn’t be learned whether 
the CNN+ platform will be bundled with others owned by the company that 
results from the merger with Discovery. Mr. Zaslav has said that he wants to 
increase investment in CNN’s streaming service. 
  
CNN plans to hire hundreds of producers, contributors and developers for the 
effort, some of the people familiar with the matter said. The network is currently 
looking for executive producers to quarterback some of the programming, which 
will be a mix of live shows and longer content including 
documentaries. Executives haven’t settled on a subscription price for CNN+, 
some of the people said. The network has held early discussions about whether 
to include advertisements on the platform, leaving the door open for a lower-cost 
ad-supported tier akin to those offered by Peacock and Walt Disney Co.’s Hulu. 
  
Mr. Zucker is overseeing development of CNN+ along with other executives 
including CNN Chief Digital Officer Andrew Morse, product chief Alex 
MacCallum and Rebecca Kutler, who is leading programming for the streaming 
service. – Wall Street Journal  
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