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ABB news release 
Atlantic Broadband 
Connects 
Households in Need 
Through Emergency 
Broadband Benefit 
Program 
  
CNBC 
If Comcast Decides 
to Sell Regional 
Sports Networks, 
These Buyers Make 
the Most Sense 
  
Politico 
Facebook says no 
formal response this 
week to oversight 
board's decision, 
Trump review 
underway 
  
WOLF-TV, Wilkes-
Barre 
Wolf Admin 
encourages PA to 
apply for assistance 
with internet bills, 
electronic devices 
  
Philadelphia Inquirer 
In Pa. ballot 
questions, a 
grammatical crisis 

State policymakers tend to get easily sidetracked to focus on issues 
demanding immediate attention. This often means the overshadowing of 
existing priorities. Consider this spring’s pressing issues, which include the 
state budget, constitutional amendments, how much money Pennsylvania will 
get from the federal government in the latest stimulus package and how it will 
be spent, reapportionment and many others. 
  
Unfortunately, these issues can divert attention from last year’s big issues. The 
Pennsylvania State Grange fears that the progress that was made in 2020 to 
further universal access to high-speed broadband may be sidestepped and 
again pushed to the back burner. In 2020 everyone was paying attention to 
broadband because COVID-19 showed just how vulnerable our society is. We 
were forced to rely on remote learning when the schools were closed. 
Businesses had to rely on virtual meetings and remote work because “non-life 
sustaining” businesses were shut down or severely restricted. Telemedicine 
was relied on because access to in-person health care became difficult. 
  
This reliance on technology was regarded as the solution to coping with 
COVID-19. However, that is true only if the technology can be used. Much of 
Pennsylvania does not have access to high-speed broadband. COVID-19 put 
rural Pennsylvania and some urban deserts even further on the wrong side of 
the digital divide. Last year, broadband finally got legislative traction. A 
Broadband Task Force was established to research options on how universal 
access could be achieved. The report had over two dozen specific policy 
recommendations. Pennsylvania State Grange was honored to be included in 
this task force. 
  
Legislation was enacted to make it easier for rural electric cooperatives to add 
internet services to existing lines. A tax credit for telecommunications 
investment was converted to an actual $5 million funding platform called the 
Broadband Authority for investment in underserved areas. The Pennsylvania 
State Grange’s top legislative priority continues to be broadband because of its 
critical importance. We urge the General Assembly and Gov. Wolf to continue 
its commitment to broadband and keep the broadband ball rolling in a 
bipartisan fashion. 
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Unless Pennsylvania gives the Governor’s Office of Broadband Initiatives 
resources or makes an independent Broadband Authority viable by funding it, 
we will still not have a coordinated strategy to attract broadband expansion 
monies from the federal government and non-governmental 
organizations. Some specific points: 
 

• We urge the funding of the new Broadband Authority in the 
state budget. It is nice to have a new law but without 
dedicated funding, how can there be real progress? 

• Give the Governor’s Office of Broadband Initiatives, 
established several years ago, a line-item in the budget. It was 
never funded. 

• Do an inventory of state-owned structures in rural areas to see 
which might be suitable for a technological “piggyback” to 
expand fixed broadband (internet through a link to a stationary 
source). 

• See how much of the federal COVID stimulus money 
Pennsylvania has already received and dedicate some of that 
for broadband. 

• Standardize installation requirements for small cell facilities 
that expand high-speed broadband in neighborhoods that do 
not have access now. 

• Make it easier for smaller communities (municipal authorities) 
to become their own Internet Service Providers if the 
telecommunication companies are too slow in reaching out to 
them. 

• Reduce regulatory requirements for rural telephone 
companies that now restrict their expansion of broadband 
services. 

 
In addition, the Pennsylvania State Grange requests that the state’s 
representatives and senators in Congress make sure that President Biden’s 
infrastructure promise continues to include broadband as vital 
infrastructure. The bottom line to Pennsylvania is bridging the digital divide 
where the state will no longer be split between the technological “haves” and 
“have-nots.” Last year, Harrisburg showed interest and got off to a promising 
start. Now, 2021 is the year to keep that momentum going and not to let 
“today’s issue” siphon off the positive energy needed to reach the goal of 
universal access to high-speed broadband. – Op-ed by Wayne Campbell, 
president of the Pennsylvania State Grange, in Bradford Era  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
Amid the growth of streaming, pay TV giant Comcast is “more focused” on 
striking shorter-term carriage deals with TV network companies “because 
change is so dynamic,” Comcast Cable CEO Dave Watson said on 
Wednesday. He added that the company is also focused on making sure the 
fees paid in deals take into account content partners’ streaming strategies. 
  
For example, Watson said that “how they are going to market with their content 
portfolio, … matters – it matters to the customer, it matters to the distributor.” 
He added: “So if they are making content widely available through an app, 
whether it’s SVOD [or other], we are going to make sure that everyone 
understands that and we can be a great partner in helping them transition, but 
it doesn’t mean you will overpay during the transition.” 
  
Charter Communications CEO Tom Rutledge also said recently that streaming 
strategies play into the prices paid for programming, meaning they are “going 
to affect the value of content,” especially if it comes out of pay TV 
bundles. Speaking at the MoffettNathanson Media & Communications Virtual 
Summit, Watson on Wednesday said that broadband services were “at the 
center” of the offering for Comcast. His team’s goal is to always offer “the right 
video package for the right segment” of customers, but “we are not going to 
chase unprofitable video” users, he added.  
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Asked if there is a floor for the pay TV business, such as a possible news and 
sports floor, Watson said the company has seen “elevated” price increases in 
carriage deals in recent years, which has contributed to “elevated” video 
subscriber losses. As part of its first-quarter earnings conference call in late 
April, Comcast said its NBCUniversal streaming service Peacock had reached 
42 million signups, “benefiting from the recent addition of exclusive domestic 
streaming rights to WWE Network and  The Office.” The conglomerate had in 
its previous financial update in late January mentioned 33 million signups.  
  
Comcast’s core cable systems grew total customer relationships by 380,000 to 
33.5 million in the first quarter. Broadband subscriber net additions of 461,000 
exceeded many expectations, while video customer net losses came in at 
491,000. Comcast chairman and CEO Brian Roberts on the recent earnings 
conference call touted business momentum, saying: “We are off to a great start 
in 2021. Our entire company performed well across the board, highlighted by 
another strong performance from cable, which posted … the most quarterly 
customer relationships in our company’s history.” Macquarie analyst Tim 
Nollen after the earnings report raised his 2021 earnings estimates for 
Comcast and boosted his stock price target by $6 to $64. – Hollywood 
Reporter  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
It seems a modest proposal, easily resolved. Something perhaps to build 
better relations between Democratic Gov. Tom Wolf and the Republican 
Legislature, and at a time when better relations are needed. Unless it’s just an 
inconsequential partisan “Three-Day War.” Here’s what it’s about. 
  
Wolf announced lifting most COVID-19 mitigation rules impacting businesses, 
bars and restaurants as of May 31, Memorial Day. Such rules caused year-
long strife between Wolf and lawmakers, many of whom call Wolf’s orders 
unilateral, overreaching, economically punitive. So, of course, even the good 
news of ending them created contention.  
  
After the announcement, 21 of 50 state senators signed a letter urging Wolf to 
end mitigations three days earlier, on the Friday before Memorial Day, May 
28. This, the letter said, would let businesses, especially in tourism and 
hospitality, really kick-off the summer season, cash in on a holiday weekend 
and jumpstart efforts to recoup pandemic-related losses. The letter is from the 
office of Lancaster County GOP Sen. Scott Martin. It’s signed by 19 other 
Republicans, including Senate Majority Leader Kim Ward, Dauphin County 
Sen. John DiSanto, Cumberland County Sen. Mike Regan, and one Democrat, 
Sen. Lisa Boscola, of Northampton County.  
  
So, bipartisan, but by the slimmest possible margin. Still, seems reasonable. 
Not another political rant. Not like asking Congress to cancel Joe Biden’s 
Pennsylvania win. Far less anti-Wolf than howls over disaster management, 
his budget proposals or calls for his impeachment. And the Republican-run 
House didn’t even pile on. (Though a GOP caucus spokesman says, “Doesn’t 
mean we aren’t in complete agreement.”) 
  
And, imagine. If Wolf were to grant it, it’s an olive branch. To the GOP and to 
the booze/food service community, neither of which are high-density centers of 
Wolf fans. Plus, annual state budget negotiations are right around the corner. 
And no doubt spirited debate looms over how best to use more than $7 billion 
that state government is getting from the feds for coronavirus relief. Given the 
history of Wolf vs. Legislature (which is pretty much like Spy vs. Spy), any 
effort to mitigate heat in Harrisburg isn’t the worst idea.  
  
But is it for real? Would it matter? It’s just three days. Well, the governor’s 
office says Wolf’s sticking to his plan. The Health Department says every day 
counts and makes the state safer, in the sense that more people are 
vaccinated every day. And the Pennsylvania Restaurant and Lodging 
Association says a quick, random check of members showed a 50-50 split in 
enthusiasm for three extra days. 
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Association Vice President Melissa Bova tells me sports bars and smaller 
restaurants say it would make little difference due to difficulties in hiring staff. 
But larger and more upscale restaurants say they “absolutely want another 
opportunity to come back” from losses. Bova says the association supports the 
change, and any help the industry can get. So, good for some restaurants. Not 
a bad thing. But since pandemic stuff is politicized, it’s hard not to be politically 
suspicious. 
  
Maybe lawmakers made the three-more-days request knowing full well Wolf 
would reject it. Then they can wave the flag of, “See, he goes it alone, thinks 
he’s a king.” And use that to further the argument for “yes” votes on two 
constitutional amendment questions on Tuesday’s primary election 
ballot. Those questions would transfer some powers related to disaster 
management from the governor to the legislature, including giving lawmakers 
power to end an emergency declaration without the governor’s 
consent. (Clarification: Last week, I wrote that the governor now has sole 
authority to end a declaration. But the legislature can end one over a 
governor’s objection by overriding a governor’s veto with a two-thirds vote in 
each chamber.)  
  
On the other hand, since the ballot questions are basically a referendum on 
Wolf, maybe recent announcements opening bars and restaurants and 
expanding indoor and outdoor events, were timed with election day in mind. 
“See, I’m opening up. No need for constitutional change.” The three-more-days 
letter was undated. I contacted Sen. Martin’s office to ask if it ever was sent 
and, if so, was there a formal response. I’m told it was sent and receipt was 
acknowledged. But it got no formal response. So, you be the judge. A serious 
attempt at a little détente? Or more political pokes in the ribs – from both 
sides? – John Baer’s column in Harrisburg Patriot-News  
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