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Comcast Corp.’s NBCUniversal has hired an executive from measurement 
giant Nielsen to help steer its effort to better show marketers the effectiveness 
of buying TV and digital ads across its properties. The company named Kelly 
Abcarian, who had been general manager of Nielsen’s Advanced Video 
Advertising Group, to be executive vice president of measurement and impact, 
a newly created role. She will report to Krishan Bhatia, president and chief 
business officer of advertising and partnerships at NBCUniversal. 
  
Ms. Abcarian’s hiring comes as the TV advertising business is undergoing a 
dramatic change. Viewership is increasingly moving from traditional linear TV 
to streaming platforms, which has prompted big TV companies, including 
NBCUniversal, to launch major video services of their own. Digital platforms, 
meanwhile, have been capturing a greater share of U.S. ad spend by letting 
marketers more precisely target and measure the performance of their ads at a 
time when the pandemic has led consumers to spend more money online. That 
has pressured legacy media companies to modernize how they sell media and 
the tools and systems they use to execute deals.  
  
NBCUniversal, for example, last year introduced an offering called One 
Platform, which combines existing and new tools for advertisers to plan, 
schedule, optimize and measure video ad campaigns. Marketers can use One 
Platform to run audience-based campaigns across NBCUniversal networks 
and digital properties, which include its broadcast network; cable networks 
such as USA Network, Bravo and MSNBC; the streaming service Peacock; 
and content it distributes on platforms such as YouTube and Snapchat.  
  
NBCUniversal spends more than $100 million annually on data and technology 
tied to One Platform’s advanced advertising, measurement and other 
capabilities, Mr. Bhatia said. It is a number that has grown over the past five 
years, he added. The team at NBCUniversal overseeing One Platform’s 
technology and measurement work comprises more than 500 people. “The 
importance of measurement, data and identity is only accelerating day by day,” 
Mr. Bhatia said. 
  
Ms. Abcarian’s responsibilities will include improving NBCUniversal’s 
measurement tools to help marketers better analyze and value the reach and 
effectiveness of their media buys, especially as more TV viewing occurs on 
internet-connected screens. Roughly 70% of the time consumers spend today 
with NBCUniversal’s ad-supported properties is still happening on traditional 
linear TV and not digital platforms, but the split will likely be even within a 
couple of years, Mr. Bhatia said. Ms. Abcarian will also oversee 
NBCUniversal’s work on how its ad inventory can drive business 
outcomes such as store visits or online purchases.  
  
Additionally, she will play a key role in the development of NBCUniversal’s 
data strategy, the company said, particularly as the privacy landscape for 
media sellers and buyers changes due to new rules from tech giants. Looming 
limits on consumer targeting have already prompted some marketers to start 
collecting more so-called first-party data directly from consumers.  
  
NBCUniversal is working on what it calls “NBCU ID,” an effort to capture more 
first-party data directly from customers across its portfolio, whether they sign 
up for Peacock, buy a movie ticket through the company’s Fandango service 
or visit a Universal Studios theme park, Mr. Bhatia said. It is also building an 
organization to oversee work on the company’s customer data platform. Ms. 
Abcarian said she would help NBCUniversal secure and manage 
measurement and data partnerships as well as technical integrations with 
outside firms, tech vendors and industry trade groups. “Measurement is a team 
sport,” she said. “The way to unlock value is to look at the right set of partners 
to find new interoperable solutions.” – Wall Street Journal  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
Sling TV, the Dish Network-owned OTT-TV service, is pitching a deep one-
month discount, along with access to its premium-level cloud DVR 
offering. Under a promotion announced Tuesday that's a clear bid to attract 
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new customers, Sling TV is offering the first month of service for $10 per 
month. It's also including DVR Plus, a cloud DVR with 200 hours of storage 
that regularly sells for an additional $5 per month. 
  
By comparison, Sling TV's free, standard cloud DVR service supplies 50 hours 
of recording space. The promo applies to both the Sling Orange and Sling Blue 
packages, which typically sell for $35 per month each. Sling TV is also 
bundling Orange and Blue together for $25 for the first month. Sling TV has not 
set an end date for this particular promotion. 
  
Sling TV added 16,000 subs in the fourth quarter of 2020, extending its grand 
total to 2.47 million. But it was clear that the company thought it should have 
done much better as consumers continue to flee traditional pay-TV services for 
streaming options. Traditional pay-TV providers lost 1.35 million customers in 
Q4 2020, a number partially offset by a gain of 498,000 by a group of virtual 
multichannel video programming distributors (vMVPD) that includes Sling TV, 
FuboTV, AT&T TV, Vidgo, Philo, Hulu and YouTube TV. "We should have 
more market share there," Charlie Ergen, Dish's chairman, said on the 
company's Q4 call in February. At the time, Ergen was hopeful that an 
expanded VoD library (to about 15,000 titles) and the addition of a free cloud 
DVR feature would help drive bigger numbers in the first half of 2021.  
  
Sling TV's customer acquisition push also enters the frame as other vMVPDs 
make moves of their own. Among them, T-Mobile, which will shut down its own 
TVision streaming packages on April 29, has partnered with YouTube TV and 
Philo. In addition to cutting $10 off YouTube TV's regular baseline price of 
$64.99 per month, T-Mobile is offering Philo, a sports-free streaming TV 
service, for just $10 per month – 50% off its regular price. – LightReading  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Top Senate Republicans on Tuesday put a spotlight on two proposed 
constitutional amendments that seek to limit the governor’s disaster-declaring 
powers and give lawmakers more of a role in those situations. 
  
The Republican-dominated General Assembly already has approved the 
amendments in two legislative sessions, as required, and now they go before 
voters in the form of questions on the May 18 primary election ballot. “Voting 
‘yes’ is a way to restore balance, a way to restore collaborative work moving 
forward here in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,” Senate President Pro 
Tempore Jake Corman of Centre County said at a Capitol news conference. 
And Senate Majority Leader Kim Ward of Westmoreland County said that 
without changes “we could go on forever in a state of emergency.” 
  
In general, one question involves giving the General Assembly the ability to 
end or extend a declared emergency without the involvement of the 
governor.  The other would end a declared emergency after 21 days unless 
extended by the General Assembly.  Asked about the Republicans’ news 
conference, the top Senate Democrat, Minority Leader Jay Costa of Allegheny 
County, said elected public officials are not allowed to advocate for or against 
such questions. Hence, Costa said, he could not ask the public for “yes” or “no” 
votes, but he was free to explain why he voted against the proposals in the 
Senate. 
  
Costa said the governor, the health secretary and the director of the 
Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency were in the best position to 
make decisions in ongoing disaster situations. “I don’t believe it is appropriate 
to have to come back to the Legislature every 21 days,” Costa said. 
  
The wording of the two questions, drafted by the Democratic administration of 
Gov. Tom Wolf, has drawn bipartisan criticism. Corman on Tuesday referred to 
the writers of the questions as “our very partisan Department of State.” A 
spokeswoman for Wolf, Lyndsay Kensinger, said that if the two ballot 
questions were to pass, it would greatly hinder the state’s ability to respond to 
disasters and crises and potentially cost the state and taxpayers millions of 
dollars.  
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Negative impacts, Kensinger said, would include preventing the state from 
paying National Guard members with federal support, ending emergency food 
stamps benefits, and discontinuing licensing waivers that allow health care 
specialists to help at hospitals. Kensinger said that while the Republican party 
“continues to lie to the general public about the proposed constitutional 
amendment, the administration will continue to point out how the proposal will 
hurt Pennsylvania’s ability to respond to disasters.” Under law, the governor’s 
disaster declarations last for 90 days. He can extend them without consulting 
the General Assembly. 
  
Pennsylvania has three disaster declarations underway. Wolf declared the 
opioid-driven drug crisis a disaster in January 2018, and has renewed it 13 
times since then. Despite the disaster declaration, data issued in March by the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows Pennsylvania had the 
third-highest death toll from overdoses in the nation in the most recent 12-
month period for which data was available. The state ranks seventh in such 
deaths on a per-capita basis.  
  
Wolf declared a disaster for the COVID-19 pandemic on March 6, 2020, and 
has renewed that declaration four times. Last week, Wolf declared a disaster 
emergency related to Philadelphia as it and cities across the country prepared 
for any civil unrest that might result from the verdict in the murder trial of former 
Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin in the death of George Floyd. 
  
The wording of the two May 18 ballot questions relating to disaster-declaring 
powers is as follows: 
  
– Shall the Pennsylvania Constitution be amended to change existing law and 
increase the power of the General Assembly to unilaterally terminate or extend 
a disaster emergency declaration — and the powers of Commonwealth 
agencies to address the disaster regardless of its severity pursuant to that 
declaration — through passing a concurrent resolution by simple majority, 
thereby removing the existing check and balance of presenting a resolution to 
the Governor for approval or disapproval? 
  
– Shall the Pennsylvania Constitution be amended to change existing law so 
that: a disaster emergency declaration will expire automatically after 21 days, 
regardless of the severity of the emergency, unless the General Assembly 
takes action to extend the disaster emergency; the Governor may not declare 
a new disaster emergency to respond to the dangers facing the 
Commonwealth unless the General Assembly passes a concurrent resolution; 
the General Assembly enacts new laws for disaster management? 
– Allentown Morning Call    
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