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Why Biden's Broadband 
Bonanza Is Likely to Fail 
  
Variety 
From ‘Star Wars’ to 
‘Avatar: The Last 
Airbender’: How Big IP 
Is Driving the Streaming 
Wars 
  
BroadbandCommunities 
Windstream Brings 
Gigabit Broadband to 
7K Homes in Greene 
County, Pennsylvania 
  
USA Today 
Cancel Instagram for 
kids: It 'preys' on 
children's fear of 
missing out, advocates 
say to Zuckerberg 
  
WITF-TV/FM, Harrisburg 

A bipartisan bill has been introduced to speed broadband deployments by 
cutting right-of-way "red tape" in rural communities.  Sens. Steve Daines (R-
Mont.) and Mark Kelly (D-Ariz.) have teamed up to introduce the Accelerating 
Rural Broadband Deployment Act, which they said will lead to easier and 
faster broadband installations.   
  
Specifically, the bill would: 

1. "Make it easier for broadband companies to receive federal-
right-of-way licenses allowing them to install broadband 
alongside existing infrastructure like federal highways. 

2. "Ensure costs of federal-right-of-way licenses are fair market 
prices. 

3.  “Increase transparency into the federal right-of-way license 
awarding process. ” 

The bill drew praise from industry. “We commend Sens. Daines and Kelly on 
introducing the Accelerating Rural Broadband Deployment Act, legislation that 
would accelerate broadband deployment by streamlining access to federal 
rights-of-way," said NCTA-The Internet & Television Association. "To ensure 
that all Americans have access to the internet, federal policy should not only 
consider subsidizing network construction to reach unserved households, but 
should equally focus on removing barriers to broadband deployment – such 
as existing obstacles that prevent timely access to federal lands and buildings 
– that slow private expansion efforts. We look forward to working with the 
sponsors and other members on this bipartisan bill.” 
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Flip the initials to NTCA (for NTCA-The Rural Broadband Association, and the 
sentiment is still the same. “High costs are a large enough barrier to 
deploying broadband service to rural areas without adding costly, time 
consuming processes for gaining access to federal lands," said NTCA CEO 
Shirley Bloomfield. "On behalf of NTCA’s members, I applaud Senators 
Daines and Kelly for introducing the Accelerating Rural Broadband 
Deployment Act to ensure that providers can gain timely approval to access 
federal rights of way for deploying high-speed broadband networks. This 
legislation will make it easier to deploy essential broadband service to some 
of the hardest to reach areas of our country." 
  
 “We all agree on the need to extend broadband infrastructure deeper into 
unserved parts of rural America, but too often our network innovators bump 
into red tape and outdated rules that can make construction slow, inefficient 
or nearly impossible," said Jonathan Spalter, CEO of USTelecom-The 
Broadband Association. "This is a common sense approach to increase high-
speed connectivity from Senators Daines and Kelly. This plan expedites 
access to federal rights-of-way and streamlines the building process in 
service of a universal, bipartisan goal: bring the power and promise of 
broadband connectivity – the 21st century’s indispensable resource – to every 
corner of the country.” – Next TV  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
AT&T is the latest major communications company to designate billions of 
dollars toward closing the digital divide. The Covid-19 pandemic has painfully 
demonstrated the gap that exists between those with broadband connectivity 
and those without. AT&T announced it will invest $2 billion over the next three 
years to expanding its low-cost broadband services. This $2 billion 
contribution is double what AT&T has spent over the last three years in 
bringing broadband to the underserved. 
  
According to George Notter, equity analyst and managing director at Jeffries, 
there are around 35 million to 40 million homes in the U.S. that are unserved 
or underserved with broadband. Notter, who spoke during a Fiber Broadband 
Association webcast last month, said that the pandemic has made many 
companies devote resources to closing the digital divide. In addition, the 
government has also designated billions in funding over the next few years 
with the same goal in mind. 
  
AT&T will use a portion of the funds to launch 20 Connected Learning 
Centers this year. These centers will be un underserved neighborhoods 
where many residents lack broadband connectivity. The centers will have 
AT&T Fiber service and Wi-Fi as well as resources such as laptops and 
tablets. The centers will also have access to WarnerMedia educational 
content. WarnerMedia plans to use a portion of the $2 billion to develop 
educational content and curriculum. 
  
AT&T cited a Morning Consult study to support its decision to use some of its 
funding to launch Connected Learning Centers and develop educational 
content. The study found that 76% of parents and 81% of teachers are 
somewhat or very concerned about the homework gap that results from 
students not having access to the Internet at home. The company also will 
use a portion of the $2 billion in funding to continue offering discounted 
wireless services to more than 135,000 public and private schools, colleges 
and universities. Plus, it will continue to fund its program that delivers wireline 
internet to eligible Americans for $10 or less per month with no contract or 
installation fee. And it will also reduce monthly broadband bills for customers 
that qualify for the Federal Emergency Broadband Benefit, which provides a 
subsidy of up to $50 a month for broadband services and a subsidy of $75 a 
month to those on Tribal Lands. 
  
AT&T isn’t alone. It’s initiative similar to that of Comcast, which announced 
earlier this year that it will invest $1 billion over the next 10 years to close the 
digital divide. Like AT&T, Comcast said that it is developing Lift Zones, which 
are Wi-Fi connected spaces that will be developed in 1,000+ community 
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centers by the end of the year. And Comcast is also going to use the funding 
to expand its Internet Essentials program, which offers discounted internet 
connectivity to low-income people.  
  
Charter Communications is also devoting funds to erasing the digital divide, 
but it’s specifically targeting rural broadband. The company, which was 
awarded $1.2 billion from the FCC’s Rural Digital Opportunity Fund (RDOF), 
will spend another $3.8 billion to expand its broadband coverage to rural 
areas across more than 24 states. – Fierce Telecom  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
It’s tax season. And even though state and federal, but not local, filing 
deadlines are pushed back a month to May 17, I’m thinking about taxes. As in 
they’re unfair and unlikely to change. Because they bring in lots of money. 
Because they come from politicians. Because they favor those with the most 
to give to political campaigns. 
  
Walk with me. State stuff first. Our basics don’t seem horrible. The financial 
website WalletHub’s 2021 rankings put Pennsylvania’s overall tax burden 
23rd among states, meaning 22 other states are worse. This includes 
neighboring states, except, of course, tax-Utopian Delaware. So, it seems the 
state is nationally middling, a space it often occupies.  
  
Plus, a step-back look makes it appear Pa. got taxes right. The personal 
income tax (PIT) rate of 3.07% is second lowest in the nation to South 
Dakota’s 2.9%. The corporate net income (CNI) tax rate of 9.99% is second 
highest in the nation to New Jersey’s 11.5 percent. One could conclude, how 
nice, a state easy on people, tough on corporations. 
  
Don’t jump to conclusions. In addition to the state income tax, there’s local 
income taxes and, more onerously, property taxes going to 2,600 
municipalities – counties, cities, boroughs, townships – and 500 school 
districts. WalletHub currently ranks Pennsylvania among states with the 
highest property tax rates. Just 10 others have higher rates. New Jersey has 
the highest.  
  
How many candidates pledge to eliminate or shrink property taxes? How 
many bills are introduced to do so? For decades it’s been an ever-climbing 
number. Remember how casino money was going to greatly reduce property 
taxes for homeowners? Seen reports of how casino money subsidized 
horseracing with billions of dollars over the last decade-plus? Well, maybe the 
average racehorse owner donates more to political campaigns than the 
average homeowner does.  
  
As to the income tax, we’re one of just 10 states with a flat rate, as opposed 
to a graduated rate. This is regressive and unfair. It means everyone pays the 
same rate regardless of income. It means higher earners win; lower earners 
lose. The Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy, a D.C.-based non-
partisan think tank, says Pa. low earners can pay up to six times as much of 
their income in taxes as wealthy earners pay.  
  
Why? Maybe higher earners give more to political campaigns than lower 
earners. (Eight states have no income tax: Alaska, Florida, Nevada, South 
Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Washington and Wyoming.) Business taxes? 
That second-highest corporate rate is misleading. Most companies never pay 
it. The “Delaware Loophole” lets businesses form holding companies in 
Delaware to cut their Pennsylvania taxes. Plus, most state businesses are 
registered as limited liability companies (LLCs), rather than regular C-
corporations, and pay the 3.07% personal income tax rate rather than the 
9.99% corporate rate. 
  
There are always efforts to cut the CNI in exchange for “combined reporting.” 
It requires multi-state corporations to pay tax on profits from all subsidiaries, 
which would result in more taxes paid to Pennsylvania. (We’re among a 
minority of states without this.) But just like property tax reform, such efforts 
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go nowhere. Why? Maybe because big business plays a big role in campaign 
financing.  
  
So, basically, Pennsylvania’s personal taxes, property taxes and business 
taxes favor those in or funding politics. Shocking, right? Certain to change, 
right? Not if the federal system is any sort of model. It’s worse. Doesn’t even 
collect what’s due from those who have the most. Last month, IRS 
researchers and the National Bureau of Economic Research, a non-profit 
based in Cambridge, Mass., published findings showing top-earning 
households fail to report 21% of their income to the IRS, while the bottom 
50% of earners fail to report just 7 percent. 
  
The New York Times says unreported (therefore lost) federal income taxes 
could amount to $600 billion this year, more than $7.5 trillion over the next 10 
years. All of which seems to cry out for some level of repair. And there are 
fixes for flawed systems. What’s missing is political will.  
  
As long as those making tax policy benefit from it, what’s the incentive to 
change it? Campaign finance reform would help. How’s that going? Congress 
could invest in better arming the IRS to enforce tax laws and collect what’s 
due. Think it’ll happen? The Legislature could replace our regressive income 
tax. Tax wages at one rate, wealth income (capital gains, dividends, etc.) at a 
higher rate. Or move to a graduated tax, changing the state Constitution, if 
needed. See that coming? Me neither. But I think about it every tax season. I 
just don’t hold my breath. – John Baer’s column in Harrisburg Patriot-
News  
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