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Rep. Antonio Delgado (D-N.Y.) has introduced one bill that would require both 
better broadband speed measurement and tie funding to higher speeds, and 
re-introduced another to fund challenges to FCC broadband deployment data.  
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The Broadband Speed Act would require ISPs to report accurate speed data to 
the FCC on an annual basis. The bill defines accurate speeds as "the actual 
speeds they are capable of providing, as opposed to what they can potentially 
provide within 7-10 business days," as the current speed standard allows. He 
said the law will help demonstrate to the FCC where broadband service is 
matching advertised speeds. And just for good measure, the law would also 
require that any new FCC broadband funding for deployment require speeds of 
at least 100 Mbps "to ensure they are built to last." The Biden Administration 
has made "future-proofing" broadband buildouts one of its mantras as 
well.  The second bill, which is co-sponsored by Republican Rep. David 
McKinley of West Virginia, would improve broadband mapping, something 
Congress and the FCC have been trying to do for some time.  
  
The Community Broadband Mapping Act would allow local governments, utility 
cooperatives, community groups, small ISPs and others to use USDA Rural 
Utility Service (RUS) grant money to collect broadband coverage data that it 
could use to challenge any incorrect designations by the FCC. “Flawed service 
maps compiled by the FCC paint an inaccurate picture of upstate broadband 
access,” said Rep. Delgado, something the FCC has conceded. 
  
Delgado called the bill, and its help with challenges to FCC data, a first step to 
secure affordable broadband. "Reliable access to the internet remains a 
necessity for all Americans no matter where they live," said Rep. McKinley. 
"Without maps that provide an accurate assessment of internet connectivity, 
we can’t target resources correctly to parts of the country that need help. This 
bill will help address this continuing problem.” – Next TV  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
The Biden Administration's $100 billion broadband plan marks the end of an 
era. Since telecom reform began in the mid-80s with the breakup of the old 
AT&T it's been big telecom that has driven the industry, constrained by no 
more than light-touch regulation. That's been the case not just in the US but 
across the OECD and much of the developing world. 
  
The new Biden plan, hazy as it still is, drives the last nail in the coffin of the old 
regime. Just as the deregulation era was driven by wider economic trends and 
new technology that rendered obsolete the "natural monopoly" concept, 
today's change is driven by an equally broad recognition that we need 
governments to do certain things, like manage health crises and ensure 
access to affordable broadband. 
  
There's been a predictable industry backlash, both on the idea of regulation in 
general and in particular from the hint that the government might intervene on 
pricing. That's something a number of regulators already do, though you 
wouldn't know it from Michael Powell, former FCC chief and head of the cable 
lobby group NCTA, who is certain this will mean "a drawn-out government rate 
regulating process." Nonetheless, he declared the industry had the same goal 
as the administration of "ensuring 100% of Americans have access to robust 
broadband networks."  
  
To which the 30 million Americans who lack quality, affordable Internet might 
well ask: Why don't we? As USA Today explains: "The problems with US 
broadband networks have been obvious for years. Service costs more than in 
many other rich nations, it still doesn't reach tens of millions of Americans and 
the companies that provide it don't face much competition."  
  
It's not that US governments haven't tipped any funds into broadband, but it's 
been piecemeal and localized, mostly aimed at filling in the gaps in rural 
communications. The recent Rural Digital Opportunity Fund auction, for 
example, will grant $9.2 billion to successful bidders over the next decade. The 
new plan is national and holistic, with the aim of future-proofing the networks 
and bringing in municipal players. It is a fundamental change from the last 
three decades.  
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Other major economies are already on this path. The EU has allocated a fifth 
of its €672.5 billion (US$801 billion) COVID-19 reconstruction fund, Recovery 
and Resilience Facility, to digital connectivity and in particular to fiber and 
5G. By 2030, the European Commission aims to have all households covered 
by a gigabit network and all populated areas covered by 5G. In the last 
decade, Singapore and Australia have both rolled out government-funded 
next-gen broadband networks.  
  
The Singapore project is an unqualified success – it ranks number one in world 
broadband rankings – and while the Australian scheme has been degraded by 
partisan politics no one questions its necessity. Regulators in other successful 
Asian broadband markets such as Japan, Korea and Taiwan, have always 
been more hands-on. Of course, setting out a plan is one thing. Filling in the 
detail is another.  
  
There's a lot of opportunity for Biden and his team to get things wrong, but this 
is a landmark shift. – LightReading  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
The Pennsylvania Senate is expected to consider extending its temporary 
rules allowing for senators to participate remotely during the COVID-19 
emergency when they return to session next week. The chamber’s temporary 
rules that allowed senators to cast votes on legislation in committee meetings 
and on the Senate floor expired on March 31.  
  
Senate Majority Leader Kim Ward, R-Westmoreland County, said on Monday 
an extension of those rules to the end of May will be considered next week and 
she will support that extension. Ward’s spokeswoman Erica Clayton Wright 
said, “This will give the Senate employees and members the time and 
opportunity to get vaccinated as we reopen.” Wright also indicated that as 
recently as within the last two weeks at least one Senate employee tested 
positive for COVID-19. Neither she nor a spokeswoman for the Democratic 
caucus could provide any further details about that. 
  
Like the state House of Representatives, the Senate first put in place a remote 
participation rule in March 2020 following the first presumed cases of COVID-
19 in Pennsylvania. It allowed members to cast votes from a location other 
than the House or Senate floor either by proxy in the House or with the help of 
interactive technology in the Senate. Both chambers renewed their remote 
participation rules when the new legislative session started in January. The 
House’s temporary rule on remote voting extends to Aug. 1 unless revoked or 
amended.  
  
But with the Senate rule’s expiration at the end of last month, a memo went out 
to senators last Tuesday from Senate President Pro Tempore Jake Corman, 
R-Centre County, advising them they had to be at the Capitol to have their vote 
count. The memo stated, “With the expiration of the emergency rule, physical 
presence will be required to establish a quorum at all voting committee 
meetings and session, as well as for the purpose of voting by a member who is 
not on approved legislative, military or Capitol leave.” 
  
The day after that memo was issued, Ward’s spokeswoman said Gov. Tom 
Wolf’s decision to open the Capitol to the public on March 22 signaled to the 
General Assembly that it was safe to return to do the people’s 
business. “There are important decisions that need to be made on behalf of the 
commonwealth throughout the next few months, and as elected officials it is 
important that we lead by example,” Wright said. “Just as businesses are 
reopening across the Commonwealth so should we.”  
  
But a Friday conversation between Ward and Senate Democratic Leader Jay 
Costa of Allegheny County led to the informal agreement to seek an extension 
of the remote participation rules. Costa declined comment for this story. But 
two younger members of the Senate Democratic Caucus – Sens. Lindsey 
Williams of Allegheny County and Amanda Cappelletti of Delaware County – 
made it clear Corman’s memo was disturbing to them. 
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They found it disappointing that he would want to return to in-person sessions 
before all senators and staffers were eligible to schedule their COVID-19 
vaccination. (On Monday, Gov. Tom Wolf and the vaccine task force 
announced starting on Tuesday, all Pennsylvania adults were eligible to 
schedule an appointment.) Williams and Cappelletti, a public health 
professional, are among the senators who have mostly steered clear of the 
Capitol this year. Both indicated it is because of the refusal of some senators 
to wear masks on the Senate floor and as of last week, both were still waiting 
to get shots in their arms.  
  
They are hopeful that Costa and Ward’s informal agreement wins the full 
Senate approval. In some states, remote participation has become as political 
as mask wearing. The Arkansas Senate, for one, voted in February to end 
remote participation after a heated exchange between lawmakers. “I will be 
pleased if we extend the rules regarding remote session until the end of May,” 
Williams said. “That gives members and staff more time to get vaccinated and 
helps keep them safe. I hope that all members will wear masks while inside the 
Capitol complex.” – Harrisburg Patriot-News  
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