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Members of the Crawford County Planning Commission are exploring options for 
developing a plan this spring to increase broadband access for county residents. “The 
importance of high-speed internet access to underserved communities in Crawford 
County cannot be overstated,” said Crawford County Planning Director Zach Norwood. 
“This was already a priority issue for our area, but the effects of COVID-19 really 
amplified how critical it is for business, residents and our local schools to have a reliable 
internet connection.” 
  
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has established a download speed of 
25 megabits per second (Mbps) and upload speed of 3 Mbps as the standard for 
determining what qualifies as high-speed broadband. Currently, Crawford County ranks 
as one of the lowest counties in the region with only 75% of households having access 
to internet service that meets the FCC standard per a September 2020 study by the 
Pennsylvania General Assembly Titled the “Delivery of High-Speed Broadband Services 
in Underserved Areas.” “This has been an education process for everyone,” said Ron 
Mattocks, committee chairperson for the Planning Commission’s Planning Initiatives 
Committee, which has been charged with gathering the research to be used in the 
proposal. 
  
Mattocks, whose own business, Bull Moose Marketing, relies heavily on the internet, 
explained that the federal government has been making more funds available for 
Internet Service Providers (ISPs) like Armstrong Cable to build out the infrastructure 
needed for rural broadband. “The problem is that even with government funds, it’s still 
not cost-effective for them to run fiber-optic cable to outlying homes in places like 
Richmond Township,” he added, further noting it could take up to eight years for this to 
happen. “We can’t wait that long.” 
  
The most visible need for broadband has been in the county’s school districts 
particularly those with students in rural areas. “Students with limited internet access 
have suffered during the pandemic,” stated Planning Initiatives Committee member John 
Frye who has been talking with the school districts to assess the needs within each 
district. Frye, formerly the Titusville School District’s Director of Technology, pointed out 
that because of the pandemic, schools have had to rely on distance learning for their 
classes and it’s put students who do not have high-speed internet access at a 
disadvantage. Frye also noted that the need for high-speed broadband extends beyond 
just for students, but also includes those working remotely and those in need of 
telehealth services. 
  
However, COVID-19 shouldn’t be the only driving force behind the county’s high-speed 
broadband initiative, according to fellow Planning Initiatives Committee member, Scott 
Sjolander. Sjolander cited studies by the Department of Agriculture and the Department 
of Rural Development which found that rural communities with reliable broadband 
internet tended to have higher property values, higher median incomes and increased 
job growth. “All things Crawford County really could benefit from,” he added. 
  
The Planning Initiatives Committee has been gathering information on other broadband 
efforts in neighboring counties, as well as various logistics requirements and funding 
opportunities. According to Mattocks, “We want to develop a proposal that incorporates 
all broadband-related projects affecting the county so there’s no waste or duplication of 
effort.” The Committee’s goal is to present their findings before the Crawford County 
Planning Commission at its regular meeting on March 22, before presenting a strategy 
to the County Board of Commissioners. 
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Those with an interest in the County’s broadband planning initiative can email the 
Committee 
at forms.monday.com/forms/9cbfaa99fdaf0dc0ddeddbd29bc2b788?r=use1.Interested p
arties should include details concerning the reasons behind their interest in the initiative, 
ways in which they can support these efforts, and, if known, information on other 
broadband-related projects affecting the county. The Committee is requesting that 
interested parties contact them by email before March 31. Additionally, the public is 
invited to view a “story map” on this project available 
at: storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/a693885818f34005b189c2d8777295a5. – Titusville 
(Crawford Co.) Herald   
______________________________________________________________ 
  
Some local leaders say they were not surprised to learn that Pittsburgh-area police 
officers participated in a private Facebook page where racist and transphobic views 
were posted and conceded that efforts must be made to address the issue. “I’m 
embarrassed, but not surprised it was our region that was highlighted in this piece,” 
Allegheny County Councilwoman Bethany Hallam said of an Associated Press story on 
Monday on the Facebook page called “Pittsburgh Area Police Breakroom.” “These 
abhorrent and racist comments and viewpoints expressed in this so-called ‘break room’ 
mirror the reality that so many of our Black fellow community members experience on a 
daily basis: a racist system, from top to bottom—not excluding, but especially in regards 
to, policing and the criminal punishment system more broadly,” Ms. Hallam said. 
  
Even a U.S. senator weighed in: “The comments by dozens of members in this 
Facebook group, as reported by the AP, are offensive and disturbing,” Sen. Bob Casey, 
D-Pa., said in a statement his office issued Monday evening. “The examples highlighted 
in the AP report exhibit racism and transphobia. The police departments employing 
these individuals should investigate and hold them accountable. The AP story 
demonstrates why we need substantial reform in policing,” Mr. Casey said. 
  
Ms. Hallam has been among those pushing for such reform. She wants Allegheny 
County Council to create a county police review board, debate on which has been 
ongoing since 2018. The goal of the board — like Pittsburgh’s Citizen Police Review 
Board — would be to conduct investigations after allegations of police 
misconduct. “There needs to be thorough oversight of anyone who is walking around 
with a gun and a badge,” Ms. Hallam said in a post on her website. 
  
Beth Pittinger, executive director of the Citizen Police Review Board, referred to the 
Pittsburgh Area Police Breakroom postings as “despicable.” “If you were a Black Lives 
Matter protester and you read some of the stuff that those people wrote, would you feel 
safe if a police officer approached you? Probably not,” she said.  
  
Some of the officials the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette contacted for comment on the AP story 
said they favored stricter social media policies for police as a way to combat such 
postings. Last summer, the Pittsburgh police department reviewed its social media 
guidelines after a Zone 5 sergeant, George Kristoff, was placed on administrative leave 
following complaints that some of his Facebook posts targeted Black Lives Matter 
participants. “[The city] did amend their social media policy, and it’s pretty clear that on- 
and off-duty behavior, especially on social media, will be dealt with from the perspective 
of their professionalism and their conduct,” Ms. Pittinger said.  
  
The revised policy notes that officers may be punished for some online comments, 
particularly those that undermine trust. The AP reported that many police departments in 
Allegheny County either don’t have social media policies or the ones that are in place 
are vague. West Mifflin Mayor Chris Kelly said that since reading the AP article Monday 
morning, he had met with the solicitor and police chief about borough social media 
policies. The AP article noted that a West Mifflin police officer said on the police 
breakroom Facebook page that an Allegheny County emergency dispatcher should be 
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reported and fired for saying on her private Facebook page that the phrase “Blue Lives 
Matter” used by law enforcement is not equivalent to the slogan “Black Lives Matter.”  
  
Stricter social media guidelines aren’t the only things people should be looking to as a 
fix, Ms. Pittinger said. “I think that fundamentally, we have to come back to the [elected 
officials] in all these communities. The quality of policing in any community is directly the 
result of the elected in charge of that community,” she said. “So you’ve got the mayor, 
borough manager, city council — whatever it may be. “Those are the people that hire 
and monitor the performance of public employees, including police officers. We can’t put 
all of this on the laps of police officers. You've got to look at the bosses and what kind of 
behavior are they tolerating?” 
  
Indeed, in West Mifflin, Mr. Kelly said he had been in discussions with others 
concerning “statements attributed to our officers.” "I certainly think that the opinions and 
sentiments expressed, as reported in that article, is a small percentage of officers that 
hold those beliefs and hold those biases,” Ms. Pittinger said. “The racism, misogyny and 
all of that stuff, it does not reflect the greater law enforcement community. “But, the kind 
of comments we’ve heard are not conducive to trust. They’re not worthy of the public 
trust when you’re making those kinds of posts.” – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
Former U.S. Attorney Bill McSwain has formed a political committee blasting Gov. Tom 
Wolf’s leadership and vowing to “explore conservative ideas to renew Pennsylvania,” his 
most significant step yet toward a run for governor next year. 
  
The committee, dubbed Freedom PA and formally created in Harrisburg last week, gives 
McSwain a vehicle to raise campaign cash and promote his political profile now that he’s 
out of public office but eyeing a campaign in 2022. While the move stops short of 
formally announcing a run, McSwain, 52, has been talking to key Pennsylvania 
Republicans for weeks about a potential bid. His PAC’s new website, launched Monday, 
makes his ambitions clear two months after his stint as the top federal prosecutor in 
Philadelphia ended.  
  
The PAC’s focus on state issues also makes clear that if he runs, McSwain plans to 
seek the GOP nomination for governor, and not the open U.S. Senate seat that’s also 
up for grabs next year. “In the 7 years that Tom Wolf has been Governor, Pennsylvania 
has gone backwards,” reads the opening line describing the political committee’s 
mission.  
  
It accuses Wolf of imposing “centralized, oppressive big government.” And seizing on 
conservative anger over the governor’s coronavirus response, it argues that “our 
freedoms have been violated” by “executive actions that shut down our economy.” 
(Those restrictions have since been loosened.) McSwain, an ex-Marine and Harvard 
Law School graduate from West Chester, calls for allowing Pennsylvanians to “harness” 
the state’s natural resources — a clear reference to fracking — expanding school 
choice, reducing taxes and regulations, “and promoting public safety, instead of far-left 
policies that put criminals first.” 
  
The federal government’s top law enforcement official for the Philadelphia region under 
President Donald Trump, McSwain is one of a number of Republicans considering a run 
for governor. They include former U.S. Rep. Lou Barletta, a staunch Trump ally; U.S. 
Rep. Dan Meuser; and State Sen. Doug Mastriano. Montgomery County 
Commissioner Joe Gale has already launched a campaign. McSwain was appointed by 
Trump and used his perch to make himself one of the most outspoken and public critics 
of the city’s most progressive policies on law enforcement, engaging in long-
running battles with District Attorney Larry Krasner. He emphasizes those clashes on 
the new website, which cites his appointment by Trump but otherwise makes no direct 
references to the former president.  
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Wolf is term-limited after winning reelection in 2018. Both the gubernatorial and Senate 
races are expected to be fiercely competitive after President Joe Biden narrowly beat 
Trump in the state last year. State Attorney General Josh Shapiro is widely seen as the 
early Democratic front-runner in the governor’s race. During last year’s widespread 
protests against systemic racism and police brutality, McSwain forcefully defended law 
enforcement — and his site boasts that “he put rioters, looters and arsonists in 
Philadelphia in jail during the summer 2020 civil unrest,” while accusing Krasner of doing 
“nothing.”  
  
In a news conference with the head of the Philadelphia police union last 
summer, McSwain said, “The brave men and women of the Philadelphia Police 
Department did their job, and exercised admirable courage and restraint while doing so.” 
That is a point of sharp contention after the use of tear gas and rubber bullets 
amid sometimes chaotic clashes. McSwain’s new website also plays up his opposition to 
the city’s planned supervised injection site, meant to allow for the use of illegal drugs 
under medical supervision to combat the opioid crisis, Philadelphia’s sanctuary city 
immigration policies, and its restrictions on public gatherings during the pandemic. 
– Philadelphia Inquirer  
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