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AT&T will no longer exempt viewership of its HBO Max streaming service from 
data caps after a federal court upheld California's net neutrality law, the 
company said in a statement Wednesday. The company informed customers 
that it would no longer offer "Data Free TV" on its video apps beginning March 
25, according to a copy of the customer notice obtained by CNBC. That means 
customers must be connected to WiFi to avoid having their streaming count 
toward their total data caps. The change will extend beyond California, since, 
AT&T said, "the Internet does not recognize state borders."  
  
The announcement highlights a key concern the industry has with state actions 
impacting the internet sector. Much like with digital privacy laws, which 
currently only exist in a couple states, the tech industry fears a patchwork of 
state laws will make it more difficult to operate, especially for smaller 
players. "A state-by-state approach to 'net neutrality' is unworkable," AT&T 
said in a statement announcing the data cap change. "A patchwork of state 
regulations, many of them overly restrictive, creates roadblocks to creative and 
pro-consumer solutions." 
  
Net neutrality is the idea that internet service providers should act neutrally 
toward the content they host, and abstain from speeding or throttling delivery 
speeds for certain sites or services. Under the California law, which a federal 
judge said last month could legally be enforced, AT&T said it is not allowed to 
"sponsor" data for customers who also use its wireless services.  
  
California's net neutrality law came in the wake of the Trump administration's 
decision to undo an Obama-era net neutrality rule at the Federal 
Communications Commission. The old rule installed the principle of net 
neutrality by reinterpreting Title II of the Communications Act of 1934 so that 
internet service providers would be considered common carriers subject to 
greater regulation. AT&T said it has "long been committed to the principles of 
an open Internet" and urged Congress to enact federal laws to make it easy 
and affordable for Americans to access the internet "while providing clear, 
consistent, and permanent net neutrality rules for everyone to follow.” – CNBC  
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State Rep. Jeff Pyle’s retirement this week will trigger a special election 
coinciding with the May 18 primary, the Pennsylvania House Speaker 
announced on Wednesday. Voters in parts of Armstrong, Butler and Indiana 
counties will decide who serves the remaining year-and-a-half of Mr. Pyle’s 
term in the 60th district seat. 
  
Mr. Pyle retired on Tuesday, citing health issues. He suffered a stroke in 2020 
and has been undergoing cancer treatments. The 54-year-old Republican had 
represented the district — stretching from Blacklick in Indiana County, through 
Kittanning and Ford City, and west to Winfield — since 2005. Republicans 
have a significant advantage in the district, outnumbering Democrats in voter 
registrations by more than 10,000. Mr. Pyle frequently ran unopposed in both 
his primary and general election campaigns. The last time he faced a 
Democrat was 2012, when he nearly doubled the vote total of Jo Ellen 
Bowman. 
  
Candidates for the special election will be chosen by their respective political 
parties. The GOP will assemble chosen party members from the three counties 
to vote for their nominee. Democrats will call a special meeting of their State 
Executive Committee, according to the party’s bylaws. Three other special 
elections for seats in the state Legislature will be held on primary 
day. Democrat Mariah Fisher, a Ligonier Borough councilwoman, will face 
Republican Leslie Rossi, small business owner and operator of the “Trump 
House,” in the race for the vacant 59th legislative district seat covering parts of 
Westmoreland and Somerset counties. The special election was called after 
the death of GOP Rep. Mike Reese in January. 
  
Bidding for the 48th senatorial district in parts of Dauphin and York counties 
are Republican nominee Christopher Gebhard and Democratic nominee Doc 
Clements, as well as Libertarian Tim McMaster and independent Ed Krebs, 
according to media reports. The winner will serve the remainder of Republican 
Dave Arnold’s term. Mr. Arnold died in January. And there will be a race for the 
22nd senatorial district spanning Lackawanna County and parts of Luzerne 
and Monroe counties. Candidates haven’t yet been chosen. The former seat-
holder, Sen. John Blake, a Democrat, resigned earlier this month to take a job 
with U.S. Rep. Matt Cartwright. – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
I keep hoping things will change. 
  
I keep wondering when my labeling Pennsylvania as “Land of Low 
Expectations” is proven wrong. I keep asking how much legislative turnover is 
needed before newer lawmakers alter the self-serving image of an institution 
meant to serve the public. But then I watch our government in action, see our 
legislature do what it does, and find -- even though more than one third of 
lawmakers are new since 2018 -- little in the way of positive change. 
  
It’s no surprise a majority of registered voters see the state “on the wrong 
track.” A phrase, by the way, Merriam-Webster defines as “following a course 
that will lead to failure.” The percentage of voters thinking “wrong track” (54 
percent, according to the latest Franklin & Marshall College poll) is the highest 
in five years. And the state’s biggest problem, other than COVID-19, as 
identified by those polled, is government and politicians. Nothing else is close.  
  
This at a time, due to pandemic, that government and elected officials should 
be providing smart leadership focused solely on helping people. Instead, we’re 
provided other things. Mixed messages over coronavirus, political fights over 
lockdowns and masks, a lousy vaccination rollout, and a way-too-late effort at 
bipartisan cooperation. 
  
It took Democratic Gov. Tom Wolf most of a year to name a COVID-19 task 
force that includes GOP lawmakers. When asked at a press briefing if this step 
might have served the state better at an earlier date, Wolf said, “I don’t know.” 
But Wolf then added, “I think this is the way democracy is supposed to 
work.” Yeah, it is.  
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Speaking of too late? Vaccines started arriving in mid-December. The Wolf 
administration waited until February to hire help for distribution. An $11.5 
million (not to exceed $13 million) six-month contract with the Boston 
Consulting Group calls for managing vaccine data, as well as organizing and 
coordinating vaccine delivery.   
  
A 14-page “statement of work” says the firm will provide, among other things, 
an “articulation of roles, responsibilities, and goals of relevant parties.” Which 
sounds like something that should have been done months ago. For a lot less 
money. And seems like an admission that state efforts were, as they say, “on 
the wrong track.” Still, administration shortcomings are only part of what 
engenders dim views of the state. It’s tough to top the legislature in creating 
citizen ire. 
  
Even as COVID-19 caused all manner of constituent need, the legislature 
managed to grow its “reserve accounts” (really slush funds used as leaders 
please) to $200 million, an increase of $28 million over the prior fiscal 
year. Why do they do this? Because they can. Because it serves their 
interests. And, at a time most meetings are virtual, when travel was limited, 
when voting could be done remotely, lawmakers still found ways to spend 
more than three-quarters of a million of your dollars on per diem allowances for 
lodging and meals.  
  
Spotlight PA reports that from March to the end of 2020, lawmakers grabbed 
$726,877 in per diems up to $200 a-day, for which receipts are not 
required. Why, unlike any employee anywhere, do they get expenses without 
receipts? Because they make the rules. Because their rules serve them. None 
of this is new. Governments hire consultants when things get rough. The 
legislature always has slush funds, and annually eats up those unaccounted-
for per diems -- even though Art. II, Sec. 8 of the state Constitution says 
lawmakers shall receive salary and mileage but “no other compensation 
whatever.”  
  
And, yeah, it’s not right. Systemic change is needed. Problem is such change 
can only come from inside the system. Plus, the “wrong track” view will 
certainly ease as the economy recovers and the virus abates, allowing a return 
to low expectations. “The warts on our democracy are hidden when things are 
going well,” says F&M poll director Berwood Yost. 
  
So, those “warts,” like the limits of a two-party system in which both parties are 
overly partisan, like campaign finance laws and redistricting controls that 
protect incumbents, remain untreated. And the idea of a responsive 
government addressing voter-popular issues from tax reform to the minimum 
wage, from term limits to marijuana, remains unrealized. What will it take to 
effect change? Less partisan elected officials more interested in public service 
-- who once in office refuse to get sucked into a system operating, you know, 
on the wrong track. – John Baer’s column in Harrisburg Patriot-News  
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