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The just-passed $1.7 trillion COVID-19 relief bill (H.R. 1319 has, potentially, 
more than $17 billion in funding that could go to subsidize broadband, 
including a homeowners assistance fund states can tap to subsidize 
broadband for low-income residents during the pandemic. That is in addition to 
the $3.2 billion in the Emergency Broadband Benefit Congress approved last 
December. 
  
As part of the massive bill, which must still be approved by the Senate, the 
FCC will have 60 days to set up an E-rate Emergency Connectivity Fund 
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(ECF) of $7.6 billion (minus $1 million to pay for FCC Inspector General 
oversight of the program). The Universal Service Administrative Company, 
which oversees the FCC's ongoing USF subsidy program, will administer the 
emergency fund, which will be kept separate from USF subsidies. 
  
The ECF will go to eligible schools and libraries to pay 100% for the costs of 
equipment and/or advanced communications service for students both in 
school and remote learning, and for library patrons both in libraries and 
remotely. The money is available until 2030. Currently the FCC's USF E-rate 
subsidy can't be used for home broadband or equipment, though the FCC 
under new acting chair Jessica Rosenworcel is trying to change that. 
  
Eligible equipment includes computers, Wi-Fi hotspots, modems, routers, and 
connected devices.  Also as part of the bill, there is a homeowners assistance 
fund in the Department of Treasury that will contain $9,961,000,000 that states 
can tap (until 2025) for payment assistance for "qualified expenses" of 
individuals, primarily low-income households, who need help due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  While the fund can be used for everything from 
mortgage relief to flood insurance, it can also be used for "internet service, 
including broadband internet access service." No state will get less than $40 
million from the fund. 
  
The FCC is currently preparing to give out the $3.2 billion EBB funding, which 
comprises a $50--per-month subsidy to eligible low-income households ($75-
per on tribal lands), plus a $100 one-time payment for equipment so long as 
the recipient of the payment also contributes to the equipment cost. – Next TV  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) plotted out a multi-pronged approach to taking on 
the power of dominant tech firms like Facebook and Google in a speech for 
a  Verge Live event Monday. In her remarks, Klobuchar called for the passage 
of legislation addressing issues from competition to data privacy and content 
moderation. “We need to be asking more from Big Tech companies, not less,” 
Klobuchar said in her speech Monday. “We have seen that how they operate 
has real life effects on the safety and civil rights for all of us as well as on our 
democracy.  Holding them accountable for problems that can lead to real-world 
harm is critical to our success.”  
  
Klobuchar leads the Senate’s top antitrust subcommittee, positioning the 
Minnesota Democrat as one of the most important legislators in the debate 
over tech reform. Last month, she introduced a sweeping bill to revamp US 
antitrust enforcement. Klobuchar’s Competition and Antitrust Law Enforcement 
Reform Act would provide law enforcement with more resources to take 
competition cases to court. “Our laws shouldn’t remain stagnant as they were 
25 years ago,” Klobuchar said.  
  
Klobuchar stopped short of saying that companies like Facebook and Google 
should be broken up, although she did describe the antitrust action against Bell 
as broadly successful. Still, it’s unclear how aggressively congressional 
Democrats will push for antitrust action as part of the broader effort to regulate 
tech companies. “Do we want better safeguards on tech platforms? Yes. 
Increased transparency? Yes. Nondiscrimination rules? Yes,” Klobuchar said 
Monday. “I would say much of this we can do with rules of the road we put in 
place through legislation which until now and this year wasn’t even seriously 
being considered.” 
  
Last week, top antitrust lawmakers on the House Judiciary Committee met for 
a hearing on proposals to reform US antitrust law as it’s applied to tech 
companies. Outside of requiring tech firms to make their platforms 
interoperable, some House Democrats are considering a Glass-Steagall for the 
internet. A measure like that would prohibit tech companies from running a 
platform while developing their own products or other services. Rep. Ken Buck 
(R-CO), the top Republican on the subcommittee, has come out against the 
idea.  
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In the Monday speech, Klobuchar also touted bills that she introduced in 
previous years, including measures aimed at protecting user data privacy. In 
2018, Klobuchar put out the Social Media Privacy and Consumer Rights Act 
that would force big tech companies to notify users of security breaches within 
72 hours. It would also define information like emails, phone numbers, and 
health data as “sensitive” information, imposing harsher penalties if the data is 
breached. – The Verge  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
Twitter announced Monday that it will begin labeling posts that contain 
misinformation about COVID-19 vaccines. The labels will alert users that 
health officials consider vaccines for the novel coronavirus to be safe for most 
people. They may also contain links to content from trusted sources on 
vaccines. 
  
Twitter is also implementing a strike system for its broader policy on 
coronavirus vaccine misinformation, where more than one violation will lead to 
accounts being locked and five or more will trigger permanent 
suspensions. “We believe the strike system will help to educate the public on 
our policies and further reduce the spread of potentially harmful and 
misleading information on Twitter, particularly for repeated moderate and high-
severity violations of our rules,” the company said in a blog post Monday. 
  
Labels will first be applied by humans, but Twitter is aiming to have automated 
systems do the same task. The platform already has rules around more 
general coronavirus misinformation. Twitter said in Monday’s blog post that it 
has “removed more than 8,400 tweets and challenged 11.5 million accounts 
worldwide” under those rules. – The Hill    
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