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Next TV State Sen. Scott Hutchinson (R-Oil City) said last week that he strongly agrees 
with Gov. Tom Wolf that Pennsylvania must expand high-speed internet 
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service to all corners of the commonwealth. However, Hutchinson said 
broadband expansion must be a top priority — one that is acted on quickly and 
funded by the commonwealth’s existing resources as opposed to the 
administration’s proposal to rely on state borrowing. “Pennsylvania spends 
millions of dollars each year in discretionary funds for non-vital projects. There 
is no reason why that money cannot be repurposed for broadband expansion, 
a service that is essential now,” Hutchinson said. “The Governor’s proposal 
that relies on newly borrowed money will just end up delaying the work.” 
  
An estimated 800,000 Pennsylvanians lack access to reliable high-speed 
internet service. Hutchinson said the COVID-19 pandemic stressed and 
intensified the need for broadband access in all communities across 
Pennsylvania. “One of the most significant lessons we learned from the 
pandemic was the need for, and importance of, connectivity for all 
Pennsylvanians,” Hutchinson said. “This became abundantly clear when the 
Governor’s stay-at-home orders turned living rooms into remote workplaces 
and children’s bedrooms into satellite classrooms. “That was a workable 
solution for those homes with broadband access, but the quarantine essentially 
isolated thousands of rural Pennsylvanians who were unable to connect 
because of a lack of adequate or reliable service,” Hutchinson continued. “The 
administration must realize that and take immediate action to remedy it. If this 
were an urban problem, the hue and cry from the media, activists and 
legislators would be deafening. It is no less of a problem just because these 
families live in rural areas.” 
  
The Legislature is working to expedite broadband expansion with measures 
like Act 132 of 2020 (Senate Bill 835), Hutchinson said. The law established 
the Unserved High-speed Broadband Funding Program to improve access to 
high-speed broadband internet in rural areas of Pennsylvania, which currently 
do not have access to reliable networks. However, the Governor eliminated $5 
million in funding for the program in his proposed Fiscal Year 2021-22 state 
budget. 
  
A comprehensive report by the Center for Rural Pennsylvania on broadband 
accessibility and differences of service in urban and rural areas urged 
lawmakers to “maximize the options for broadband service provision by 
allowing other viable entities, such as community-based networks, 
municipalities, and cooperatives, to deploy broadband across rural 
Pennsylvania.” The General Assembly followed up on that recommendation 
with passage of Act 98 of 2020 (House Bill 2438), which would aid in the 
deployment of broadband by using infrastructure that is already in place for 
other uses. The new law allows electric cooperatives to utilize existing utility 
poles to place fiber-optic lines if the placement does not adversely affect the 
value or use of the property. – DuBois (Clearfield Co.) Courier-Express   
______________________________________________________________ 
  
Longtime WPXI-TV (Pittsburgh) reporter Amy Marcinkiewicz has retired from 
the station to run for public office. Marcinkiewicz, who was the Beaver and 
Butler County bureau chief for the station, made the announcement on social 
media. It's been a busy week," she posted on Facebook. "After more than 25 
years, I retired from WPXI. What a wonderful career I had covering Butler 
County, the place I call home. I am now going all in to serve my community in 
a different way. I am excited to announce my candidacy for Magisterial District 
Judge in Evans City. "  
  
That magisterial district covers the townships of Adams, Connoquenessing, 
Forward, Jackson, Lancaster and the boroughs of Callery, Connoquenessing, 
Evans City, Harmony, Mars, Valencia, and Zelienople. According to the WPXI 
website, the St. Louis native began her broadcasting career as an anchor and 
reporter for KOMU-TV in Columbia, MO. She then went to work at WBOY-TV 
in Clarksburg, WV, where she anchored the news. 
  
Marcinkiewicz then served as host of the magazine show Midday El Paso at 
KDBC-TV in El Paso, TX and anchored the news at KSHB-TV in Kansas City, 
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MO before arriving at WPXI in 1995. Marcinkiewicz has a bachelor's degree in 
journalism from the University of Missouri-Columbia. – Patch.com  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
Pennsylvania’s legislature, hardly a garden of good ideas, has an opportunity 
for growth this year. Allow me to water the seed. 
  
Due mostly to COVID-19, demographic data from the U.S. Census, normally 
available now, is delayed until the end of September. That threatens to rattle 
the political world and postpone the 2022 primary. The data’s needed for 
lawmakers’ constitutionally-required 10-year task of redrawing, under 
deadlines, new legislative and congressional districts. It’s a process key to 
determining the quality of representative government.  
  
Yet, in Pennsylvania, it’s a decennial descent into partisan politics; a how-to in 
gerrymandering. In other words, it’s bad. Delays or a shorter timeline make it 
worse: less transparency, more backroom bulldozing, fast-tracked plans with 
slipshod results, ensuring a litigious response. 
  
It doesn’t have to be that way. This year presents a chance to get it done fairly 
and timely – by sharing the chore with citizens. I’m not talking about the 
fervently-pushed good government plan for an independent citizen redistricting 
commission. Pretty plain the legislature isn’t going there. Plus, it requires 
amending the Constitution, which takes years. 
  
I’m talking about allowing someone, some group, some school class, an entity 
outside of politics to draw the maps for the 2022 elections. Keep the approval 
process, lose the partisanship. Maps that don’t split communities and respect 
boundaries such as rivers, that don’t focus on political party or incumbent 
protection, lead to fairer elections. 
  
The issue’s been primed since the 2018 election cycle when Pennsylvania was 
named among the worst gerrymandered states in America, and our 
congressional districts were reshaped by order of the state Supreme Court. It’s 
time to do something different. “There are plenty of folks willing and able to 
quickly come up with maps that make sense,” says David Thornburgh, who 
headed Gov. Tom Wolf’s 2018 Redistricting Reform Commission.  
  
The commission recommended limiting the role of lawmakers and politicians in 
drawing maps. Thornburgh is also president of the Philadelphia-based 
government watchdog Committee of Seventy, which sponsors Draw the Lines 
PA, an educational initiative on redistricting. He notes technology is such that 
the process can be started now, fed demographic data when available, and 
that maps then can be produced in “literally, a matter of hours.”  
  
Carol Kuniholm, of Fair Districts PA, a statewide non-partisan group in its fifth 
year working for redistricting reform, says public interest is high, there’s no 
need for postponing the primary, and map-drawing is easy. “We will certainly 
have mappers,” she says, “Let’s put a timeline together and commit to an open 
and transparent process.” She notes 1,200 people just signed up for a Zoom 
town hall on redistricting, and that an eighth-grade class in Chester County 
once used census data and middle-school math to make statewide 
congressional maps.  
  
There are plenty of advantages to opening the process. And allowing non-
partisan participation serves the legislature, too. It improves the institution’s 
image of isolation and insulation, suggesting it actually cares about what the 
public thinks. It relieves lawmakers of a looming deadline. Strike a deal with 
reform groups such as Seventy, Fair Districts, Common Cause. Bring in some 
sensible maps. Hold some public hearings. Accept maps in October, 
November, even December, and you’re on schedule for circulation of 
candidate-nominating petitions in February. 
  
It saves lawmakers time, pandering and feigned interest in dealing with going-
nowhere redistricting reform bills. It eases tensions, and the cage-match 
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relationship between Democrat Wolf and the GOP, bound to bump up if 
redistricting proceeds as normal. (The expected loss of one of our 18 
congressional seats invites partisan skullduggery. New maps mean tossing out 
either one Democrat or one Republican member of Congress, breaking the 9-9 
partisan tie down to 9-8.) 
  
And it’s an alternative to what surely occurs if the legislature’s left to its own 
devices: lengthy taxpayer-financed litigation. Or delay and chaos after a Wolf 
veto, in the case of a questionable congressional map. Or intervention by the 
Democratic-majority state Supreme Court, in the case of funky legislative 
maps. Is bring-in-the-public a perfect plan? Nothing’s perfect. But, all in all, it’s 
a bargain for lawmakers, a great deal for citizens, a way to ensure fair 
elections for a decade, and at least a chance for Pennsylvania to  finally do 
something right. – John Baer’s column in Harrisburg Patriot-News  

 

 

   

 

  

 


