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Philadelphia Inquirer 
Comcast, NextFab 
are giving grant 
money, accelerator 
spots to Philly small 
businesses 
  

For a majority of Americans, snail’s-pace internet at home is a nostalgic 
memory — among those not so young that they can’t even remember it, 
anyway. But for some Midstaters, slow internet remains a present-day reality, 
even as homeschooling and work-from-home needs surge. York County 
commissioners say they’ve taken a step toward bringing modern-day internet 
to residents who are off the high-speed grid — those whom companies like 
Comcast and Verizon have said are too expensive to serve, and who would 
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have to spend the tens of thousands of dollars needed to bring the wires to 
them. 
  
A new YoCo Fiber Broadband Task Force, created last week by the 
commission, is tasked with figuring out how the county can bring fiber close 
enough to unserved residents that the private companies would be willing to do 
the rest of the work. President Commissioner Julie Wheeler (R) couldn’t say 
how soon many of the unserved will actually be served but expressed 
optimism that the county will be able to secure the funding it will need to do 
whatever the task force ultimately recommends. 
  
She highlighted a “16-mile backbone” of fiber, which forms the sides of two of 
the seven “rings” of fiber the county believes would be needed to bring most 
unserved residents within range. “Many of these grants, you have to 
demonstrate the ability to do something like this,” Wheeler said. “So because 
we’ve already built this 16-mile backbone, we’ve demonstrated we have the 
ability to do this.” 
  
Similarly, because the county invested financially in the backbone, she said the 
county has shown it’s willing to commit its own resources alongside whatever 
outside money flows in — local matches, as they’re known, are often a 
requirement of grants. That would be welcome news to two residents who 
spoke Tuesday with abc27: Erika Beers, a consultant who spends hundreds of 
dollars per month for home internet that’s nonetheless so slow that she works 
in her car, outside a McDonald’s, and uses the restaurant’s Wi-Fi; and Carrie 
Almony, of Almony’s Property Solutions, a Glen Rock-based landscaper, who 
similarly spends a small fortune for a router that distributes cell phone-quality 
internet to her company and family — they all share the connection — and cuts 
the speed more toward the end of each monthly billing cycle. – WHTM-TV. 
Harrisburg  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
The New Mexico Legislature is considering a bill that would consolidate the 
efforts of multiple state agencies to expand high-speed internet. The effort 
comes a year into the pandemic that has pushed education and health care 
online, eroding residents' access to public services proportional to how far they 
are from an internet connection. “We watched the collapse of our educational 
system during the COVID, and during the shutdown. And we all were watching 
our kids and our grandkids, dealing with this problem,” said Rep. Susan 
Herrera, of Embudo, who represents residents in three surrounding rural 
counties north of Santa Fe. 
  
One in five students didn’t have access to the internet at all in the first months 
of the pandemic, according to a survey by the New Mexico Public School 
Facilities Authority. At-home COVID-19 testing rolled out by the state last year 
required participants to use video chat. Vaccine distribution efforts focus on 
getting residents to sign up online. That might complicate things for residents 
65 and older, who are less likely to have internet access. However, there is a 
workaround via phone.  
  
The Connect New Mexico Act introduced by Rep. Herrera and four others 
won’t solve the state’s internet woes during the pandemic but could increase 
the rate at which broadband is expanded. The bill made it through a House 
committee focused on infrastructure Tuesday in an 8-1 vote. It will next be 
heard in the House Appropriations and Finance Committee. The state's annual 
legislative session started in January. If passed, it would allocate $950,000 to 
create a broadband clearinghouse inside the Department of Information 
Technology. 
  
The new agency would distribute an existing $19 million fund to match federal 
broadband grants, a task currently shared by departments including 
DoIT. “Most of the money that comes in for broadband is through federal 
grants. That’s just how this works. So what we needed was a pool of money, 
and a staff to really get those grants in and to provide the match,” said Rep. 
Natalie Figueroa, of Albuquerque. 
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Other bills under consideration in the house would allocate funds to expand 
broadband directly, including a proposal a one-time allocation of $95 million for 
the Native American Library Internet and Education bill. The New Mexico 
Department of Information Technology estimated last year that providing 
internet access to all New Mexicans would cost between $2 billion and $5 
billion for fiber optic cable, and under $1 billion for a combination of fiber optic 
and radio technology.  
  
Worldwide, companies like SpaceX and Google are testing technologies — 
satellite networks and high altitude balloons — that could cut costs for rural 
broadband in the future. “We don’t specify that it has to be fiber line, it might be 
a dirigible in the sky, it might be a satellite, it might be a tower,” Figueroa said. 
– Associated Press  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
Fox News, calling itself a “center-right” network, is distancing from Donald 
Trump and effectively reminding investors that its political coverage and on-air 
roster are more profit strategy than ethos and will be adapted 
when needed. The network caters to an audience that is “firmly center-right, 
and we don’t pivot or change that,” CEO Lachlan Murdoch said on Fox Corp.’s 
earnings call Tuesday. “We don’t need to go further right, we don’t believe 
America is further right. And we’re obviously not going to pivot left.”  
  
It was an interesting choice of words considering that this does sound a little bit 
like a pivot. Most would say Fox News’s popular opinion shows had moved 
further right in both the runup to and wake of the November U.S. presidential 
election, as its top personalities at times echoed former President Trump’s 
spurious claims of widespread voter fraud that stoked an angry uprising among 
his supporters. Fox is now trying to fight off a defamation lawsuit filed last 
week by Smartmatic Corp., a provider of voting equipment that’s seeking $2.7 
billion in damages from Fox News, along with its commentators Lou Dobbs, 
Jeanine Pirro and Maria Bartiromo, as well as two attorneys close to Trump — 
Rudy Giuliani and Sidney Powell. Notably, Dobbs, one of Trump’s staunchest 
allies and host of Fox Business Network’s most-watched program, just had his 
namesake show unceremoniously canceled.   
  
For a time, embracing Trump was the most lucrative move. Now, it’s not. 
That’s the cold, business point of view that drives investors — even some who 
don’t personally agree with Fox’s programming. Ever since Trump turned on 
Fox, other tinier outlets such as Newsmax TV and One American News 
Network have used it as a ploy to lure Fox fans. Fox News’s ratings are down 
23% this year, according to Nielsen data compiled by Bloomberg Intelligence. 
But that’s the short game.  
  
To remain the dominant cable-news network, Fox needs to disentangle its 
brand from Trump and find a new message. And Americans generally seem to 
be craving something a bit tamer.  However it pivots, Fox’s profits are well 
insulated from fickleness among viewers and the shift from cable TV to 
streaming services, as I noted in December. That’s because of multiyear 
affiliate deals Fox has secured with pay-TV providers that lock in a substantial 
portion of its earnings. Fox News and Business generate only 30% of their 
money from advertising — a market prone to fluctuations during 
macroeconomic events such as a pandemic — with the rest coming from 
affiliate fees, according to research firm MoffettNathanson LLC. That’s a more 
favorable split than other more ad-dependent network operators such as 
ViacomCBS Inc. and Discovery Inc.  
  
Advertiser demand did drive an 8% increase in total company revenue to $4.1 
billion for the latest quarter, but Fox’s power lies in the need for every 
distributor to carry its channels. “The pricing power of our affiliate revenue 
remains relatively untapped,” Murdoch said Tuesday. “We think we can 
continue to drive pricing for Fox News well ahead of any sort of volume 
declines in subscriber numbers.” 
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Even so, shares of Fox were down 4% at noon New York time — perhaps 
partly a misinterpretation of the headlines summarizing Murdoch’s earnings 
call remarks. It might sound as if, despite lower TV ratings, the network is 
stubbornly clinging to a center-right political messaging. What investors are 
forgetting is that Fox News wasn’t there to begin with. – Bloomberg  

 

 

   

 

  

 


