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Twenty full scholarships to Robert Morris University students will be funded 
through a $3 million gift from Reed Hastings, founder and co-CEO of Netflix, 
university officials said Tuesday. The scholarships, about five each year, are 
for those pursuing careers in technology- and math-related fields and are 
intended to reach underrepresented students. The first “RMU Next Century 
Scholarships” are to be awarded to entering students this fall. 
  
They are for “applicants from underrepresented groups and others who 
demonstrate a commitment to empowering members of underrepresented 
groups, combating stereotypes, and enabling others to better understand 
persons of different races, ethnicities, or other traits,” university officials said in 
a statement. 
  
Degrees supported by the awards include computer and information systems; 
cybersecurity; data analytics; actuarial science; mathematics; statistics and 
predictive analytics; computer science and user experience user interface 
design (UX-UI). Computer science and UX-UI are new this fall. 
  
Demand for jobs in those fields is strong, school officials noted. According to 
Boston market analysis firm Burning Glass Technologies, over the previous 12 
months the Pittsburgh region saw 11,350 new job postings in those fields, with 
41,799 statewide and almost 1.9 million nationwide. “Universities must create 
pathways and pipelines of talent, especially for Black students and other 
underrepresented minorities for our knowledge-based economy,” Mr. Hastings 
said. "Nobody can know what the future holds, but we are quite sure these are 
the academic programs that will lead to professional careers which will greatly 
impact our society," RMU President Chris Howard said. 
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Both men are Aspen Institute Henry Crown Fellows. Mr. Hastings said he’s 
known Mr. Howard for more than 20 years, and “he and his colleagues at 
Robert Morris University share this commitment.” Various support and 
mentoring will be offered to the award recipients. Officials at RMU already 
announced the school had surpassed the $100 million goal of its RMU 100: 
Ready to Rising campaign, and this gift ups that total to $103 million. 
– Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
More than three years ago, Jessica Rosenworcel could only react in horror as 
her Republican counterparts on the Federal Communications Commission 
voted to repeal the U.S. government’s net neutrality rules. “There is no 
shortage of people who believe Washington is not listening to their concerns, 
their fears and their desires,” Rosenworcel, a Democratic member of the FCC, 
said in a speech at the time. “Add this agency to the list.”  
  
Now, Rosenworcel controls the very commission she once criticized for failing 
to heed the public’s outcry. And her stewardship — along with Democrats’ 
broader resurgence in Washington — has brought new, sky-high expectations 
that the party deliver on its past promises, restore open-Internet protections 
and resolve one of the most intractable policy battles in the digital age. 
  
For more than two decades, Democrats and Republicans have warred over net 
neutrality, the idea that Internet providers should treat all Web traffic equally. At 
a time when the pandemic has forced Americans to learn and work online, 
Democrats see the Internet as an indispensable utility and stress that in some 
cases, it should be regulated like one. Republicans generally balk at that 
approach, siding with telecom giants including AT&T, Comcast and Verizon 
that say they believe in the principles of Internet openness — but oppose stiff 
federal rules to enforce them.  
  
The fight has outlasted Democratic and Republican presidents, spawned a 
seemingly never-ending series of court challenges and garnered the sort of 
national attention that might seem unlikely in a wonky policy war. Fearful about 
slow speeds and other online disruptions, millions of Americans directly 
pleaded with the FCC to preserve its rules before the agency under President 
Donald Trump ultimately voted to repeal them in 2017.  
  
Reinstating those protections may prove difficult for Rosenworcel and her 
Democratic peers, at least at first. The FCC, with two Democrats and two 
Republicans, is politically deadlocked, lacking a fifth member, and Congress is 
otherwise distracted in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic. The fiercest 
advocates for net neutrality, however, say they plan to press the issue — and 
push newly powerful Democrats under President Biden to act as soon as they 
can. The FCC declined to comment for this story.  
  
For Democrats, net neutrality has long been counted among their signature 
tech policy priorities. The party’s past presidential candidates, including Biden, 
have endorsed open-Internet rules, and Democrats’ official platform in 2020 
once again included a commitment to penalize “broadband providers who 
violate net neutrality principles.” The U.S. government imposed its toughest-
ever open-Internet protections under President Barack Obama, aiming to 
ensure that Internet providers could not block or slow down their customers’ 
ability to access even the most data-intensive sites and services. But the rules 
proved short lived: Trump’s election in 2016 resulted in their repeal, as the 
FCC under GOP Chairman Ajit Pai argued that the regulations had prevented 
telecom giants from investing fully in their networks.  
  
Democrats soon embarked on a wave of largely ill-fated efforts to restore the 
digital safeguards. Mozilla, the maker of the Firefox Web browser, joined net 
neutrality advocates in filing a lawsuit to unwind the Republican FCC’s repeal 
— only to have a federal court rule largely in Pai’s favor. Democratic 
policymakers, meanwhile, set about trying to codify net neutrality protections 
into their states’ laws nationwide. But the Trump administration sought to block 
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these local efforts, even filing a lawsuit to stop a potent net neutrality law from 
taking effect in California. Federal lawmakers in Congress took small steps 
toward undoing Pai’s work yet fared no better in crafting their own lasting 
solution to the fight.  
  
But the outcome of the 2020 election — sending Democrats to the White 
House and majorities in Congress — has injected new optimism into these 
long-stalled efforts. At the FCC, supporters say they have gained a powerful 
leader in Rosenworcel, whom Biden named as acting chairwoman last week. 
The president is expected to select her or another fervent net neutrality 
advocate to lead the agency on a permanent basis in the coming months.  
  
The process of naming that fifth member of the FCC, either a new Democratic 
chair or commissioner, is likely to span months — preventing Rosenworcel 
from forging ahead as interim leader for the time being. Advocates said that in 
the meantime, they plan to dial up the pressure, aiming to ensure Biden makes 
a pick who supports their cause and Senate Democrats act quickly to return 
the commission to its full strength. “It should be clear to Democrats they have 
absolutely no excuse to not put someone in who is a champion for Internet 
freedom and the public interest,” said Evan Greer, the deputy director of the 
liberal advocacy group Fight for the Future. “We are expecting them to move 
on this as quickly as possible.”  
  
The Biden administration could open other legal avenues for net neutrality 
even in the absence of a Democratic majority at the FCC. The Justice 
Department, for example, is expected to either withdraw its lawsuit challenging 
California’s net neutrality protections or switch sides in the case, according to 
two people with knowledge of the agency’s thinking, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity to describe private conversations with Biden’s team. 
That could allow California to forge ahead once again on net neutrality — and 
perhaps inspire other states to do the same. “California is not alone,” said 
Harold Feld, senior vice president of Public Knowledge, which promotes open-
Internet policies. “If the Biden administration pulls out, that will send a clear 
signal to other states we’re good with this. You’re still going to have to fight 
against the cable companies, but I think it will breathe new life into other state 
efforts.”  
  
A dozen House Democrats earlier this month asked the Department of Justice 
and Biden’s pick for attorney general, Merrick Garland, to pull the lawsuit. The 
Justice Department declined to comment. A judge is set to hold a status 
conference on the case next month. California’s telecom regulators 
separately asked a federal appeals court earlier in January to throw out a 
critical portion of Pai’s net neutrality repeal. The short petition filed by the 
California Public Utilities Commission said that Pai had acted in an “arbitrary, 
capricious” manner in the way he scrapped open-Internet protections. The 
state agency declined to comment on the filing. In seeking to restore tough net 
neutrality rules, however, the Democratic Party’s leaders in Washington 
threaten to reopen a war with the telecom industry.  
  
AT&T, Charter, Comcast and Verizon each contend they do not block, throttle 
or otherwise interfere with Web traffic even in the absence of regulation. Net 
neutrality supporters feared a slow, patchy Web would emerge in the three 
years after Pai’s repeal — but the industry’s foremost advocates say the worst 
predictions never came true. “What has the last year told us? The Internet is 
open, and our broadband networks are strong, resilient and up to the job of 
providing the streaming, Zooming, telehealth and increased connectivity needs 
brought about by the pandemic,” said Jonathan Spalter, president of the trade 
group USTelecom. Spalter added in a statement that policymakers should 
focus instead on boosting Internet access even further — and not “restart this 
divisive, and frankly outdated, battle” over net neutrality.  
  
There still have been scattered incidents seen as net neutrality violations in 
recent years — Verizon, for instance, imposed wireless data restrictions on 
California firefighters battling an inferno in 2018, prompting the company to 
later apologize. Otherwise, open-Internet supporters argue that the digital-
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doomsday scenarios never arrived precisely because of their continued 
political pressure and sustained public advocacy on the telecom 
industry. “They were on their best behavior because they knew any action to 
confirm the concerns would precipitate further action,” said Ashley Boyd, the 
vice president for advocacy and engagement at Mozilla. She said that open-
Internet advocates served as their own “watchdog” at a time when the FCC 
had been absent. “We need to focus on net neutrality,” she added about the 
fight to come, “and get it secured because of how fundamental it is.” 
– Washington Post  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
AT&T lost another 617,000 net premium TV subscribers in the fourth quarter 
but said that AT&T TV is helping to offset losses from its DirecTV 
business. The total net losses in premium TV were significantly lower than the 
946,000 reported in the year-ago quarter. AT&T ended 2020 with 
approximately 16.5 million premium TV subscribers, down 15.3% year over 
year. 
  
AT&T TV Now – which has stopped accepting new subscribers – lost another 
27,000 customers in the fourth quarter and dropped its total down to 656,000 
(a 29.2% change year over year). AT&T lost a combined 644,000 video 
subscribers during the quarter, slightly higher than the 627,000 net losses 
reported in the third quarter. 
  
Total operating revenue for AT&T’s video business fell 11.2% to about $7.17 
billion but the segment’s operating expenses fell by 12.1%, resulting in 
operating margin jumping to 1.4% from 0.5% one year ago. AT&T’s linear 
video business continued its downward trend but HBO Max – powered by a 
Christmas Day streaming release for “Wonder Woman 1984” and the 
company’s plan to release every 2021 Warner Bros. movie directly to the 
streaming platform – made significant gains in the fourth quarter. 
  
The company said HBO Max now counts 41 million domestic subscribers and 
nearly 61 million worldwide, up sequentially from 38 million and 57 million, 
respectively. AT&T also said that HBO Max activations doubled since end of 
the third quarter and reached 17.2 million by the end of the fourth 
quarter. AT&T CEO John Stankey credited “Wonder Woman” with helping 
HBO and HBO Max reach the 41 million domestic subscriber mark two years 
faster than the company had originally forecast. WarnerMedia's total operating 
revenue fell 9.5% driven largely by a sharp drop off at Warner Bros. but HBO 
managed to grow its revenue by 11.7% during the quarter. – Fierce Video  

 

 

   

 

  

 


