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The Comcast high-speed internet extension that affected portions of northern 
Cambria and southern Clearfield counties has been completed months ahead 
of schedule. State Sen. Wayne Langerholc Jr., R-Richland Township, and 
state Rep. Tommy Sankey, R-Clearfield/Cambria, announced the news 
Thursday.  
  
 “I would like to thank Comcast for making this important investment in our 
area and bringing the project in ahead of schedule,” Langerholc said in a 
release. “I’m grateful Comcast has taken positive steps to assist the residents 
of these areas particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic, when access to 
high-speed broadband is crucial to so many people, including students, fire 
and EMS personnel, small businesses and health care professionals.”  
  
The improvement will allow 3,900 Cambria County residential customers to 
access all of Comcast Xfinity services. That includes one gigabit-per-second or 
faster, broadband internet for residents, and businesses will receive the full 
suite of the company’s products, which features network speeds up to 100 
gigabits-per-second.  
  
These services are now available to the townships of White, Chest, Clearfield, 
Reade and Dean in Cambria and the boroughs of Glen Hope, Coalport and 
Irvona and the township of Beccaria in Clearfield. “One thing the COVID-19 
pandemic has made painfully obvious is the need to create pathways that 
connect unserved and underserved areas of our Commonwealth with vital 
services they need in their everyday lives,” Sankey said in a release.  
  
“This decision by Comcast is not about enabling these portions of Cambria and 
Clearfield counties to download movies. It is about providing a bridge to 
educational materials for their children, access to emergency service providers 
in time of need and connections to growth opportunities that to this point did 
not exist inside our present communications infrastructure.” Toni Murphy, 
senior vice president of Comcast’s Keystone Region, noted that the company 
is pleased with the completion of the “important project” and thus far has had 
an “overwhelmingly positive response” to expansion of its broadband footprint 
in the two counties . – Johnstown Tribune-Democrat  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
The start of the 2021-22 legislative session brought renewed calls to give 
greater priority to expanding high-speed internet access to unserved and 
underserved areas of rural and urban Pennsylvania. The County 
Commissioners Association of Pennsylvania has unveiled its priorities for 
2021, placing broadband expansion No. 2 on its list.  
  
Sen. Gene Yaw, R-Lycoming, chairman of the Center for Rural Pennsylvania, 
said last week that “more needs to be done to ensure this essential service is 
available, and affordable, for all of our rural residents.” The county 
commissioners want greater emphasis on creating partnerships among 
Washington, state and local government and the private sector to develop 
strategies for broadband expansion in Pennsylvania. The commissioners 
suggest that higher education and research centers can help develop the data 
needed to support broadband expansion. “Communities cannot continue to 
wait for infrastructure that is critical to our economic vitality and our personal 
quality of life,” said Mifflin County Commissioner Rob Postal.  
  
The challenge facing Pennsylvania is to provide reliable internet service to an 
estimated 800,000 residents. The COVID-19 pandemic has further exposed 
the lack of broadband availability and need for reliable and high-speed internet 
for businesses, education, health care, emergency services and agriculture, 
the commissioners said.  
  
A recent study by the Joint State Government Commission said the pandemic 
has put regions without broadband access at a disadvantage in health care, 
education, agriculture and economic development. The Legislature should 
follow up on recommendations made in a new study by the rural center, Mr. 
Yaw said. He said the research in the study shows a willingness of rural 
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Pennsylvanians to pay for high-speed services. This study on “the cost and 
price elasticity” of broadband internet services in rural Pennsylvania suggests 
the “sweet spot” in that regard is in the under $60 a month range.  
  
Mr. Yaw suggested changing Pennsylvania’s current definition of broadband at 
a download speed of 1.544 megabits per second and an upload speed of 128 
kilobits per second to meet or exceed the federal definition. The Federal 
Communications Commission defines broadband as a download speed of 25 
megabits per second and an upload speed of 3 megabits per second.  
  
The study calls for a further study to find a formula to determine how much 
low-income households can afford to spend on broadband without having to 
sacrifice other necessities such as rent, food and medical care. “Communities 
cannot continue to wait for infrastructure that is critical to our economic vitality 
and our personal quality of life,” said Mifflin County Commissioner Rob 
Postal.  The challenge facing Pennsylvania is to provide reliable internet 
service to an estimated 800,000 residents. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
further exposed the lack of broadband availability and need for reliable and 
high-speed internet for businesses, education, health care, emergency 
services and agriculture, the commissioners said.  
  
A recent study by the Joint State Government Commission said the pandemic 
has put regions without broadband access at a disadvantage in health care, 
education, agriculture and economic development.  The Legislature should 
follow up on recommendations made in a new study by the rural center, Mr. 
Yaw said. He said the research in the study shows a willingness of rural 
Pennsylvanians to pay for high-speed services. This study on “the cost and 
price elasticity” of broadband internet services in rural Pennsylvania suggests 
the “sweet spot” in that regard is in the under $60 a month range.  
  
Mr. Yaw suggested changing Pennsylvania’s current definition of broadband at 
a download speed of 1.544 megabits per second and an upload speed of 128 
kilobits per second to meet or exceed the federal definition. The Federal 
Communications Commission defines broadband as a download speed of 25 
megabits per second and an upload speed of 3 megabits per second. The 
study calls for a further study to find a formula to determine how much low-
income households can afford to spend on broadband without having to 
sacrifice other necessities such as rent, food and medical care.  
  
Two state laws enacted last year — Act 132, which provides $5 million to help 
start a broadband expansion fund and Act 98, which eases restrictions on the 
ability of rural electric cooperatives and cable companies to attach broadband 
units to existing utility poles — will support this initiative, Mr. Yaw said. He and 
the CCAP look to regional electric cooperatives as part of the solution to 
broadband expansion. Mr. Yaw cited the example of the Tri-County Rural 
Electric Cooperative in northcentral Pennsylvania in this regard. Tri-County is 
building a broadband network to install 2,800 miles of fiber lines during the 
next six years with the help of state and federal grants and loans. – Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
AT&T and TPG are in exclusive talks for the private equity company to snap up 
a minority stake in DirecTV, a deal that would help AT&T cut into its pile of 
$150 billion in net debt, Reuters reported Friday.  Reuters said the deal could 
value DirecTV at more than $15 billion, though it was not immediately known 
what TPG would be willing to pay for a slice of the struggling satellite TV 
service provider.  
  
Word that TPG was closing in on the deal follows months of rumor and 
speculation about the fate of DirecTV, the satellite TV service that AT&T 
acquired in 2015 for almost $50 billion. Bidders in the auction have reportedly 
included Apollo Global Management and Churchill Capital Corporation IV.  
  
TPG, said by Reuters to be in the lead for a stake in DirecTV, could have the 
money and the bandwidth to do the deal. It recently teamed with Patriot Media 
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Management on the $8.1 billion sale of Astound Broadband – a company that 
includes RCN, Grande Communications, Wave Broadband and enTouch 
Systems – to Stonepeak Infrastructure Partners.  
  
In November, CNBC reported that AT&T, which has been under pressure from 
investors to divest certain assets, was pursuing a path involving the sale of a 
"significant minority" stake in AT&T's broader pay-TV business, including 
DirecTV, U-verse and its streaming pay-TV business, which is now all housed 
under the AT&T TV umbrella following the recent sales halt of the AT&T TV 
Now OTT-TV product.  
  
DirecTV has struggled under AT&T's ownership amid a broader subscriber 
decline that's hit most traditional US pay-TV service providers. For Q3 2020, 
AT&T lost 590,000 "premium" pay-TV subs (a mix of DirecTV and satellite and 
U-verse IPTV customers) and 37,000 OTT-TV subs. AT&T is scheduled to 
post Q4 2020 results on the morning of Wednesday, January 27. – 
LightReading  
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