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The retransmission fees that video service providers pay to television 
broadcasters increased 19.2% between 2018 and 2019, according to ACA 
Connects: America’s Communications Association, which represents smaller 
cable and broadband providers. 
 
ACA Connects based its analysis on data recently released by the FCC for 
2019 – the most recent year for which data is available. Total fees paid by 
cable operators for 2019 exceeded $5.5 billion, ACA Connects said. 
 
In a blog post, ACA Connects President and CEO Matthew M. Polka called the 
retransmission fee rate hikes “unconscionable” for what the broadcasters call 
“free TV.” Of particular concern for ACA Connects members: The fees that 
smaller cable operators were required to pay were 43% higher than those paid 
by larger cable companies.  
 
While the large cable operators paid retransmission consent fees of $124.67 
per customer, on average, for 2019, the average fees paid by smaller cable 
companies were $178.13 per customer, ACA Connects said. Another concern 
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is blackouts, which according to Polka, numbered 219 in 2019. Blackouts 
occur when broadcasters and video providers are unable to reach a 
retransmission agreement before the current agreement expires and the 
broadcaster pulls content from the video provider. 
 
Polka noted “one bit of good news” for ACA Connects members in his post: 
2019 marked the first year of retransmission negotiations since the Television 
Viewer Protection Act of 2019 was passed. The act requires large TV station 
ownership groups to negotiate retransmission consent in good faith with buying 
groups such as the National Cable Television Cooperative.  
 
According to Polka, ACA Connects members have told him that NCTC has 
been able to negotiate retransmission agreements with most, but not all, of the 
large broadcast groups. “Make no mistake, the broadcasters still have an 
incredible amount of leverage and the terms and conditions of these deals 
were not great for the small cable operators opting into them,” Polka said. “But 
those deals involved lower transactional costs than individual negotiations 
would have had.” 
 
Although not mentioned in Polka’s post, the FCC has begun to fine 
broadcasters for not negotiating in good faith with video providers. A 
commission decision in September 2020 was favorable to AT&T in its role as a 
video provider. ACA Connects urged policymakers to do more to make 
retransmission consent requirements more favorable for video providers. “The 
old and outdated federal retrains rules from the 1990s need to be reformed or, 
better yet, thrown out,” Polka said. – Telecompetitor  
____________________________________________________ 
 
Law enforcement agencies in Pennsylvania are preparing for the possibility of 
armed protests at the state Capitol beginning this weekend, though officials 
stressed Thursday that no specific threats have been made. 
 
On Monday, the FBI warned that armed extremist groups planned to march on 
state capitals in the wake of the insurrection at the U.S. Capitol in Washington. 
In Pennsylvania, which has been in the national spotlight because of its 
decisive role in the presidential election, Capitol Police have increased security 
at the complex in Harrisburg and erected barriers near the main 
building. “While there are no specific threats to the Capitol or the Capitol 
Complex, we are taking actions out of the abundance of caution, to be 
prepared in case any situations arise,” Capitol Police Superintendent Joseph 
Jacob told reporters Thursday.  
 
Officials said they are aware of online posts that encourage those who can’t 
attend an armed march in Washington this Sunday to instead gather in their 
home states. “We have no specific intelligence, relative to the Capitol 
Complex,” Lt. Col. Scott Price of the Pennsylvania State Police said. “There’s a 
lot of generalized intelligence and we continue to scour various platforms 
incessantly in an attempt to get a very robust operational picture.” 
 
The Pennsylvania State Police is offering an array of troopers at the ready, 
such as a bomb squad and mounted police officers, should violence occur 
near the complex. Both Capitol and State Police officials said they’re treating 
possible protests like others they’ve seen in recent months. Those have 
included ReOpen PA gatherings criticizing the governor’s coronavirus 
mitigation efforts and Stop the Steal events, where lawmakers and pro-Trump 
protesters echoed baseless claims of election fraud. 
 
Many of those rallies have included armed protestors and militia groups, such 
as The Three Percenters, whose members were seen storming the U.S. 
Capitol last week. While there have been tense moments, the events in 
Pennsylvania have not become violent. Roughly 450 state National Guard 
members have been put on active duty to assist where needed in Harrisburg 
and the surrounding community should violence occur, Gov. Tom Wolf said 
Thursday.  
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Figuring out exactly if and where there are potential threats has been a 
problem for law enforcement, as the usual channels for organizing — such as 
Facebook, Parler, and Gab — have either been shut down, removed, 
or overwhelmed to the point of being unusable. “Right now, it’s a chess game,” 
said Harrisburg Police Commissioner Thomas Carter, adding that the changing 
right-wing social media landscape has made it more difficult to forecast 
possible threats.  
 
Lyndsay Kensinger, a spokesperson for Wolf, said Wednesday the 
administration is prepared and constantly sharing intelligence with local, state, 
and federal law enforcement. “While we can’t comment on specific groups or 
investigations, we can say that we are monitoring all potential threats in order 
to protect the citizens of Pennsylvania,” Kensinger said. 
 
While the Capitol is already closed to visitors, the administration said it 
will close all buildings in the complex on Jan. 19 and 20 out of “an abundance 
of caution to keep employees safe.” On Facebook, state Sen. Doug Mastriano 
(R., Franklin), who attended last week’s pro-Trump rally in Washington but said 
he left after he learned about the deadly insurrection at the Capitol, pleaded 
with his followers to not go to any protests. “Hearing some troubling things, and 
we just don’t want to fall for it,” Mastriano said Tuesday. “No rallies or protests 
through the end of next week. As a favor to Doug Mastriano, I ask you to do 
that.” – Spotlight PA; and in Philadelphia Inquirer: Gov. Tom Wolf orders 
the state Capitol closed next week in a bid to thwart possible unrest  
  
__________________________________________________ 
 
Sharif Street is a city kid, raised on urban politics. But he can talk some bull. 
 
That’s not a barnyard reference to political prevarication. The 46-year-old state 
senator from North Philly can speak authoritatively about the quality and 
importance of manure in rural Pennsylvania, where agriculture has long been 
one of the state’s leading economic drivers.  Street, who ran unopposed in 
November for a second term, is now seriously considering a run for the U.S. 
Senate in 2022.  
 
Serving as vice chair of the state’s Democratic Party, Street logged hundreds 
of thousands of miles traversing Pennsylvania over the last four years, 
drumming up voter enthusiasm. Along the way, more than one farmer has 
tested the city kid’s knowledge on issues like retention ponds, the best way to 
split wood, and, yes, manure.  Street recalled one farmer pointing to a field 
ready for planting and asking which type of manure — hog, cow, or chicken — 
would be best for his crops. Street said he surprised the farmer by expounding 
about the various benefits and drawbacks in what farmers call “nutrient 
management.”  Pro tip: Chicken poop is best, even if they don’t produce as 
much as cows and pigs. 
 
The larger lesson: Street says President Donald Trump was terrible at 
governing but excellent at marketing, speaking plainly to people who are sick 
of political jargon. He thinks Democrats need to speak more directly to white, 
rural voters, explaining what concerns they have in common — education, 
health care, wages — with people in cities.  That, he hopes, can forestall 
midterm election losses in 2022. History holds that the party controlling the 
White House pays a political price two years later.  
 
And where did Street learn so much about manure? He credits Saturday and 
Sunday trips in his youth to farms and rural markets with his father, former 
Mayor John Street, who grew up on a farm in Montgomery County and was 
always eager to talk agriculture. “He never stopped talking about it,” Street said 
of his father’s interest. “I never thought it would have any value.”  
 
Now he knows better. Street says he’ll form an exploratory committee for a 
Senate run sometime in the spring. He’ll make a decision on formally entering 
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the race closer to the end of the year.  The seat is open because Sen. Pat 
Toomey, a Lehigh Valley Republican, is not seeking a fourth term. A stampede 
of Democrats and Republicans is expected to enter the race. Clout wonders if 
any of them have been thinking about it as long as Street.  
 
We found him on a list of 23 “young achievers” published by Ebony magazine 
as they prepared to graduate from high school in 1992. Street, then a Central 
High senior, was described as an “aspiring public servant” who planned to 
“eventually run for a seat in the U.S. Senate.”  “I guess I’ve been thinking about 
it for a while,” Street said, laughing about Clout’s archival find. 
 
Speaking of excrement, Lt. Gov. John Fetterman has some thoughts on Sen. 
Josh Hawley, a Republican leader in the effort last week to overturn the 
presidential election.   
 
Fetterman, a Democrat also sizing up a Senate run, appeared Tuesday on The 
New Abnormal, a podcast from the Daily Beast. He recounted his procedural 
tussle last week with state Senate Republicans about seating a Democratic 
member who had been reelected. Then he zeroed in on Hawley’s Ivy League 
education, noting the Missouri Republican’s attempt to block certification of the 
election results was “garbage,” considering that he stuck to it after last week’s 
insurrection at the Capitol. “You know, I don’t care what your political beliefs 
are,” Fetterman said. “If you’re willing to damage and endanger over your 
ambition, your soul is dipped in dog—. I don’t know how else to say it.”  
 
Fetterman, who appeared with his wife, Gisele Barreto Fetterman, said his 
announcement last week that he’s exploring a Senate run prompted more than 
$500,000 in donations from more than 15,000 donors from all 50 states in four 
days. – Chris Brennan’s “Clout” column in Philadelphia Daily News  
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