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Politico NBCUniversal and Charter Communications announced a renewal of their 
program licensing agreement, which will not only keep the NBC broadcast 
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network, and the full range of NBCU cable channels on the No. 2 U.S. cable 
service, but also offer streaming service Peacock Premium to Charter 
subscribers for an “extended free trial.” 
  
NBCU didn't disclose the length of the free trial. But a source close to the 
conglomerate said that while those terms are still being decided, the duration 
could last as long as one year for select Charter Spectrum TV 
subscribers. Regularly priced at $4.99 a month, Peacock Premium is the 
streaming service’s mid-range tier, offering the full flora and fauna of Peacock 
content (vs. a limited amount offered on free base-level Peacock), but with a 
limited amount of ads (the $9.99 Peacock Premium Plus is the version without 
commercials).  NBCU said that Charter will natively integrate the Peacock app 
into its Spectrum Guide OS “in the future.” 
  
Notably, Peacock Premium has been a native feature for Comcast X1 and 
Xfinity Flex pay TV customers since April. As for the broader content licensing 
agreement, Charter’s Spectrum TV customers will continue to receive the NBC 
and Telemundo broadcast networks, aw well as Bravo, CNBC, E!, MSNBC, 
The Olympic Channel, Oxygen, Syfy, USA Network, Universal Kids, Universo, 
The Golf Channel, CNBC World, New England Cable News (NECN), and NBC 
Sports Network. Also included are NBC’s regional sports networks: NBC 
Sports Bay Area, NBC Sports Washington, NBC Sports Northwest, NBC 
Sports Boston and NBC Sports Chicago. 
  
For Peacock, the Charter deal further expands distribution already improved in 
November, when NBCU carved out an agreement for app support on Amazon 
Fire TV devices. The app is now available on most OTT and mobile platforms, 
in addition to the major cable TV systems. “Charter is a valued partner with 
passionate NBCUniversal fans in millions of homes nationwide,” said Matt 
Bond, chairman of content distribution for NBCUniversal. “We look forward to 
delivering our industry-leading network content portfolio, as well as the strong 
collection of original and library content in our Peacock Premium offering, to 
Charter’s subscribers everywhere.” – Next TV  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
The National Football League will allow CBS, NBC and Fox to sell an 
additional two minutes of commercials during the playoff games leading up to 
the Super Bowl, according to network and league officials. That will mean 
several million dollars of new revenue for the networks, as NFL postseason 
games are among the most sought-after content for advertisers. A spot usually 
runs as high as $1 million during the early playoff rounds and can top $2 
million for the conference championships that determine who plays in the 
Super Bowl, network executives said. 
  
The extra ad inventory will be for all the playoff games starting this weekend 
but doesn’t include the Super Bowl, which will air on ViacomCBS Inc.’s CBS on 
Feb. 7. CBS is seeking as much as $5.5 million per commercial for the Super 
Bowl, people with knowledge of the matter have said. The league agreed to 
the additional ad inventory after requests from the broadcast networks, which 
had already sold the bulk of commercial time for the playoffs and wanted to 
capitalize on strong demand from advertisers. “The marketplace has been very 
good,” said John Bogusz, executive vice president of sports sales for CBS. Mr. 
Bogusz said the network is close to sold out for the playoffs and has a few 
spots remaining for the Super Bowl.  
  
This seasons’s playoffs will include two more games than usual, the NFL 
having expanded the number of teams that qualify to 14 from 12. “We already 
had more inventory in the postseason to begin with, but the demand was really 
strong,” said Hans Schroeder, chief operating officer of NFL Media. Mr. 
Schroeder said the changes wouldn’t become permanent: “This is more about 
the moment we’re in.” 
  
Sectors spending heavily on the NFL of late include insurance and technology, 
more than picking up the slack left from Hollywood’s cutting out much of its 
advertising as the coronavirus pandemic keeps the bulk of U.S. theaters 
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shut. “I have no doubt the additional inventory will go immediately,” said Adam 
Schwartz, senior vice president of sports media for the advertising firm Horizon 
Media, whose clients include Berkshire Hathaway’s Geico unit, Burger King 
and Corona beer parent Constellation Brands Inc. To create the two minutes of 
new inventory, the NFL and the networks are each giving up one promotional 
spot, totaling one minute, and the league is allowing another minute of 
commercial time to be created.  
  
In a typical game, the networks have just over nine minutes a quarter for 
commercials and promotions through four commercial breaks. The networks 
and league believe two more minutes of commercials spread throughout four 
quarters won’t overwhelm the audience. “The actual length of the commercial 
pods are not expanding enough to make a discernible difference to the 
viewer,” said Dan Lovinger, executive vice president of ad sales for NBC 
Sports, a unit of Comcast Corp.’s NBCUniversal. “We think it will be 
unnoticeable.” 
  
The broadcast networks have endured one of their toughest years in recent 
memory. The pandemic has severely affected their ability to produce new 
episodes of entertainment programming for the fall TV season, leading 
to substantial declines in network ratings and the value of their commercial 
inventory. Ratings for NFL games also fell, as the league endured 
unprecedented challenges in trying to complete its regular season during the 
pandemic. Games were postponed because of team outbreaks and some 
teams were forced to play without their best players. Some games were played 
in odd time slots, including Tuesday evenings and once even Wednesday 
afternoon.  
  
Election coverage on cable news channels also reduced the audience for 
football, as it had during the run-up to the 2016 presidential election. At 15.6 
million, the average audience for NFL games was down 7%, according to 
Nielsen—far better than the prime-time performance of the big broadcast and 
cable networks and other sports. The new season of the National Basketball 
Association is down nearly 30% in viewers from the comparable dates a year 
ago, according to Nielsen. “I think it’s fantastic that it’s only down 7%, 
especially with what we saw coming out of the NBA, NHL and the Masters,” 
said Horizon Media’s Mr. Schwartz. – Wall Street Journal  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
Jim Brewster, the McKeesport Democrat who was a Pennsylvania senator until 
Tuesday, was working as usual for people who live in the 45th Senate 
District. “My staff is functioning with constituent issues,” Brewster said 
Thursday. But, he said, “I can’t do anything official.”  
  
On Tuesday, Republican leadership took control of the Senate and refused to 
seat the incumbent Brewster to a seat he contends he won in November, albeit 
by a slim margin of 69 votes. Attorneys for Brewster and his Republican 
opponent, New Kensington attorney Nicole Ziccarelli, are filing briefs in a 
federal court case Friday that might finally resolve who will represent the 
district.  
  
At issue is whether Allegheny County’s Board of Elections illegally counted 311 
mail-in ballots from voters who failed to write the date on the mailing envelope. 
Brewster netted 94 votes from those disputed ballots. The Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court has upheld Allegheny County’s decision to allow those ballots. 
  
Westmoreland County’s election board rejected ballots with similar technical 
issues. The Ziccarelli campaign contends she would win by 25 votes if the 
disputed votes from Allegheny County aren’t counted. “We still feel very strong 
about the case,” said Matt Haverstick, the attorney representing the Ziccarelli 
campaign. 
  
Allegheny County went against the guidance provided by the state when it 
decided to count the disputed ballots, Haverstick said. “I’m hopeful the judge 
will make a speedy decision,” Brewster said. “In the meantime, we are 
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preparing a document that will request the Senate swear me in. We feel the 
election is over, it’s certified, they should have sworn me in.” 
  
Brewster was dismayed by what happened in Harrisburg on Tuesday and 
in Washington the following day as some in the GOP have refused to accept 
the results of the election. “I can’t imagine anybody, regardless of your part 
affiliation, that thinks it’s OK to break into the Capitol,” Brewster said. “I feel 
horrible about the loss of life.”  
  
One woman was shot and killed during Wednesday’s chaos, when a mob 
overwhelmed Capitol police and occupied the seat of American 
government. On Tuesday in Harrisburg, Brewster said he could see the 
situation was getting out of control. “I felt it was going to get to the point that I 
didn’t want to be a party of,” he said. “I was very concerned about the stress 
that was being put on everybody,” Brewster said. He called what happened “a 
complete disgrace.” 
  
Brewster decided to step aside and leave so other senators could be sworn in. 
He didn’t want family members of those who were newly elected to watch what 
happened. “I knew that tomorrow was going to come,” Brewster said, referring 
to briefs being filed in federal court that should lead to resolution of the dispute. 
  
Meantime, it has left constituents of the 45th District effectively without 
representation in the state Senate. The district includes parts of Allegheny and 
Westmoreland counties. It includes Plum, Arnold, Lower Burrell, New 
Kensington, Allegheny Township, East Vandergrift, Hyde Park, Vandergrift and 
West Leechburg in the Alle-Kiski Valley along with the Mon Valley. “There is no 
one in the Senate to work on my behalf,” Sara Stulga of West Mifflin said 
Thursday, during a call with reporters organized by Pennsylvania United. “It is 
disgraceful.”  
  
She disagrees with Brewster on many points, but supported his re-election bid 
against New Kensington attorney Nicole Ziccarelli in the race. The move by 
GOP leaders in the Senate undermined democracy and was unconstitutional, 
said Jennifer Rafanan Kennedy, managing director of Pennsylvania 
United. The group hosted residents, labor leaders, Lt. Gov John Fetterman, 
state Sen. Lindsey Williams, D-West View, and state Rep. Austin Davis, D-
McKeesport, in a news conference Thursday. 
  
Arnold resident Aaron Moore said Brewster was accessible and had an office 
in New Kensington that was in walking distance of many 
constituents. Fetterman decried what happened Tuesday in Harrisburg. “It’s 
logically, morally, ethically and practically untenable, unfair. We are without 
representation in our senatorial district,” said Fetterman, of Braddock, which is 
in the 45th district. 
  
Brewster had said if the court case goes against him he will step aside, 
something Fetterman noted. “That was a sad flex on Tuesday, and it was a 
foreshadowing of some of the chaos that our country has been through and it 
continues to endure when one side of our political party structure refuses to 
acknowledge election results that might be true but they don’t like,” Fetterman 
said. “What kind of society, what kind of democracy will we have when one 
party’s able to disregard a decision by the people that they don’t agree with? ‘ 
– Pittsburgh Tribune-Review  
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