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If you drive around Westmoreland County, you might think that Mike 
Reese was running for the state House of Representatives again.  
  
The green-and-white signs promoting support for him have popped up again 
like mushrooms. This time they aren’t about swaying a vote in the November 
election, which he won for the seventh time. They are candles lit in his 
memory. 
  
Reese died unexpectedly Saturday at the age of 42, the victim of a brain 
aneurysm. He was recovering from a covid infection, but a direct link to the 
virus has not been established. His death is, first, a wrenching loss for his wife, 
Angela, and their three young children, plus his extended family. We extend 
our sympathies as they grieve. 
  
But moreover, Reese’s death has robbed the people of the 59th Legislative 
District of a man roundly heralded as the best kind of public servant — a 
leader, an advocate, a personable represenative of his district who played 
straight and fair. 
  
State Rep. George Dunbar, R-Penn Township, called him “probably the most 
respected member of the House.” Majority Leader Rep. Kerry Benninghoff, R-
Centre, called him a model legislator. Gov. Tom Wolf, a Democrat, ordering 
flags to fly at half-staff, called him “a good man and a strong leader.” His 
Democratic colleague Rep. Dan Miller from Mt. Lebanon said “Mike was 
always approachable and I looked forward to what we could’ve done together 
this coming session in our respective roles.” Across the state, Rep. Malcolm 
Kenyatta, a Democrat from Philadelphia, said he was “truly heartsick” over 
Reese’s death.  
  
Reese was deeply involved in education issues, and this tribute from the 
Pennsylvania State Education Association is telling: He was “a thoughtful, fair 
legislator who could hold a differing opinion while being respectful, kind and 
open minded. He was truly one of the good ones, and he will be missed by 
us.” Reese was recently elected to a leadership position for the coming term. 
And that means the loss extends to every Pennsylvanian — even those in 
corners of the state where they never saw those green signs. 
  
Let us hope that some people decide to honor him by doing what he 
did. Those who are already in government should do what they say Reese did 
— put constituents first and foster an atmosphere of cooperation. And those 
who aren’t in government should learn to participate. Stand up. Step forward. 
Serve your neighbors. 
  
Public service is the best memorial for a public servant. – Pittsburgh Tribune-
Review editorial  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
As the 2021-22 legislative session gets underway in Pennsylvania, it will be 
shy two members right from the start with Saturday’s passing of Westmoreland 
County Republican Rep. Mike Reese and the Senate GOP leader’s decision to 
not seat anyone to represent the 45th state senatorial district due to an 
election challenge. 
  
But that’s not the only unusual or interesting detail about this new session and 
the group of Pennsylvanians who will be making laws affecting citizens’ 
everyday life for the next two years. There are several firsts including two 
women serving as floor leaders. Sen. Kim Ward, R-Westmoreland County, is 
the first woman to serve as majority caucus leader in Pennsylvania General 
Assembly while Rep. Joanna McClinton, D-Philadelphia, is the first Black 
woman to serve as a floor leader as well as the first woman to be elected as 
House Democratic leader. 
  
Here are some other factoids that may be of interest about the Pennsylvania 
Legislature: 
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– Sen. Nikil Saval, D-Philadelphia, is the first Indian-American to serve in the 
Pennsylvania Senate and likely in the General Assembly. 
– Freshman Rep. Milou Mackenzie, R-Northampton County, joins the state 
House to serve alongside her son, five-term incumbent Rep. Ryan Mackenzie, 
R-Lehigh County, becoming what is believed to be the first mother-son combo 
serving in the House of Representatives at the same time. 
– Keeping it in the family also applies to the Tomlinsons of Bucks County. 
Republican Rep. Kathleen Tomlinson, is starting her first full two-year term in 
the House while her dad, Sen. Robert “Tommy” Tomlinson, R-Bucks County, 
who once held the seat she now holds, is now in his seventh four-year term in 
the Senate. 
– Getting to know the names and faces of the people who occupy the 203 
seats in the House and 50 seats in the Senate has been a challenge in recent 
years due to turnover. Since 2018, 125 new people have taken office in those 
chambers - that is nearly half of the General Assembly. That breaks down to 
73 new faces in the House Democratic Caucus, 36 in the House GOP Caucus, 
nine in the Senate Democratic Caucus, and seven in the Senate Republican 
Caucus, which could grow to eight depending on what happens with the 45th 
state senatorial district. 
– The oldest member in the state House of Representatives is Rep. Tony 
DeLuca, D-Allegheny County, who is 83 years old, and in the Senate, that 
honor goes to Sen. Gene Yaw, who is 77 years old. 
– The youngest member in the House of Representatives is Rep. Brandon 
Markosek, D-Allegheny County, who is 27, and in the Senate, it is freshman 
Sen. Amanda Cappelletti, D-Delaware County, who is 34. By the way, she is 
not related to Penn State’s Heisman Trophy winner John Cappelletti, according 
to Democratic sources. 
– The most veteran members in the House is DeLuca, who has served since 
1982, and in the Senate, the long-timer is Tomlinson, who did a two-term stint 
in the House before moving over to the Senate in 1995. 
– There are 25 representatives in the House’s freshmen class and five in the 
Senate’s.  
– The number of women in the two chambers currently sets a new record of 
73, topping the number at the start of the last session by 11. That breaks down 
with 14 in the Senate and 59 in the House. However, with a vacancy in each 
chamber the possibility remains that a new record could be set later this 
session. 
– The party breakdown of the chambers at the start of this session is 112 
Republicans and 90 Democrats in the House and in the Senate, 28 
Republicans, one independent who caucuses with the Republicans, and 20 
Democrats. – Pennlive  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
Q: I know you wrote recently about the dispute between Verizon and AT&T 
Sportsnet. But the issue at hand is all the Verizon customers are still being 
billed. Is there any way to guesstimate how much money is still being collected 
and where that is going? Do they ever indicate how many subscribers 
providers have in the area. One should not be charged for fees and services if 
the services are not provided.  
— Brian, Ross Township 
  
Rob: AT&T SportsNet Pittsburgh has already returned to FiOS TV’s lineup but 
Brian’s question still merits an answer. The fine print of consumer contracts 
with cable/satellite companies allows cable operators to drop channels, 
which has been affirmed by the courts. – Rob Owen’s “TV Q&A” column 
in Pittsburgh Tribune-Review  
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